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BUY MORE AND MORE BONDS 


If you want to put every bit of your surplus 
money into U. S. Bonds and yet would 
like to aid our Colored Mission work also, 
you can do both by purchasing Series F and 
G Bonds which can be made out in the name 
of our Seminary or of any one of our Mis- 
sions. In this way you place your money 
in the service of God and Country. 
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“The Master is here and calls thee.” 
John 11:28 


PERHAPS HE CALLS YOU 
TO BE 


A SOLDIER IN HIS ARMY 


The Colored Mission Work is urgently in need of 
more priests and religious 
“The harvest indeed is abundant, but the laborers are few.” 
Matt. 9:37 
If you would like to become a priest or a religious lay brother 
in the Society of the Divine Word, write to 


FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine's Seminary 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MIss. 
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BLACK 
and 


WHITE 


CHARLEs KeEtry, S.V. D. 


WHITE paper does not spurn BLACK ink, 
For both make the word. 


WHITE KEYS do not spurn BLACK keys, 
Since both make the melody. 


Night loves the day 
And retires before it gracefully, 
And day returns the courtesy at evening. 


Yet WHITE stays WHITE 
And BLACK stays BLACK 
And day is always day and night always night. 


But WHITE skin scorns BLACK ... 


And the word remains unwrit... 

And the song unsung... 

And day and night hide tears from each other 
At the cruelty of man. 


ON THE NEGRO 


mo 


MOTHER MARY MISSION 
in Phoenix City, Ala., is in charge of the 
Salvatorian Fathers. The school, staffed by 
the Vincentian Sisters of Charity, has an 
enrollment of 148 pupils 


Converts in Mississippi 


During 1944 colored converts to 
the Catholic Church in Mississippi 
numbered 202, while white converts 
numbered 255, making a total of 
457 converts for the year. 


School Wins First Place 


In a recent waste paper drive 
sponsored by the Catholic Salvage 
Bureau in Chicago, Ill., Corpus 
Christi School won first place. The 
800 Negro pupils turned in 35,350 
pounds of waste paper. The Fran- 
ciscan Fathers of the St. Louis 
Province, and the Franciscan Sisters 
of Dubuque, Iowa, have charge of 
Corpus Christi School. 


Unique Gift 


The Daughters of Charity of St. 
Vincent de Paul who teach at Our 
Lady of Victory School in Ports- 
mouth, Va., live in a convent located 
about sixteen blocks from the school. 
For a Christmas present their 420 
colored pupils gave each of the ten 
Sisters a shoe ration stamp and 
money for a new pair of shoes to 
compensate them for the shoes worn 
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MISSION FRONT... 


out in the daily trip to and from the 
school. 

The pupils gave the pastor, Fa- 
ther Nicholas J. Habets, $300 worth 
of war bonds. 


Father Habets, who last year cele- 
brated his 25th anniversary in the 
priesthood, opened Our Lady of 
Victory School in 1930. Today there 
are 329 children enrolled in the 
grammar school department and 91 
in the high school. 


Converts in Harlem 


The Baptism of 85 colored converts 
in ceremonies held in St. Charles Bor- 
romeo’s Church, New York, N. Y., 
brought to a total of more than 
5,000 the number of Baptisms ad- 
ministered in that church since 1933, 
when the present pastor, the Right 
Reverend Monsignor William R. 
McCann, was appointed. Of this 
total 3,402 were adult converts to 
the Church. 


Sisters’ Centennial 


Last year the Sisters of the Holy 
Names of Jesus and Mary com- 
memorated the 100th anniversary of 
the founding of their community. 
Founded in Montreal, Canada, in 
1844, the community now numbers 
3,400 Sisters. Of the community’s 
thirteen provinces, three are in the 
United States, namely, the Provinces 
of Oregon, California, and New 
York. The Sisters of the New York 
Province (headquarters in Albany) 
conduct two mission schools for col- 
cred children in Florida. St. Fran- 
cis Xavier’s School, Key West, Fla., 
which the Sisters began in 1875, has 
100 pupils taught by two Sisters. 


MAY PROCESSION, ST. GABRIEL’S MISSION, HOT SPRINGS, ARK. 
An apartment house was recently purchased and renovated to make a larger school 


St. Peter Claver’s School, Tampa, 
Fla., where the Sisters have been 
teaching for the past 51 years, has 
an enrollment of 275 grade and 
junior high school pupils taught by 
six Sisters. 


548 of Mississippi’s Negro Catholics 
in Service 


According to a recent survey, 


548 of the 4,964 Negro Catholics 
in Mississippi have answered the 


call of their country. This means 
that one out of every nine Mississippi 
Negro Catholics is in the Army, 
Navy or Marine Corps. Seven 
WACs are included in the number. 


Anniversaries 


On July 12, 1945, Sister Mary 
of the Nativity will celebrate the 
60th year of her religious profes- 
sion as a Sister of the Holy Family 
in the Motherhouse of the com- 
munity in New Orleans, La. At 
the same time the Mother General, 
Mother Mary Elizabeth, as well as 
Mother Mary Thomas, Mother 
Mary Angelica and Sister Dominica 
will celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of their religious profession. 

Seven other Sisters of the Holy 
Family will mark the 25th anni- 
versary of their profession on the 


same day. They are Sisters Mary 
Agatha, Mary Alphonsus, Mary 
Alfrida, Mary Geraldine, Mary Pet- 
ronilla, Mary Stanislaus and Mary 
Virginia. 


American Negroes 
American Negro Catholics 330,000 


MOTHER MARY ELIZABETH 
Superior General of the Sisters of the Holy 
Family, New Orleans, La., will commemo- 

rate the Golden Anniversary of her 

religious profession on July 12 
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DALLAS DIOCESE IS DOING THINGS 


Crarence J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ Eight Negro Missions 
@ And Others are planned 


The Catholic Diocese of Dallas 
covers almost 53,000 square miles 
of the northeast corner of Texas. In 
this territory, which is bigger than 
the States of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey combined, live 70,000 Cath- 
clics, of whom 1,005 are Negroes. 
Devoting themselves to the spir- 
itual care of these latter are eight 
priests of the Society of St. Joseph. 

Eight colored mission churches 
and chapels are located in six of the 
large cities of the diocese: Dallas, 
Fort Worth, Texarkana, Marshall, 
Tyler and Denison. Three of these ’ 
missions have schools, with a com- 
bined enrollment of 735 pupils. 
Sixteen Sisters staff these schools. 

The oldest of these colored mis- 
sions is St. Peter’s Church in Dal- 
las, which was erected in 1905. The 
building had been the pro-cathedral 
before it was moved to the present 


ST. PETER’S CHURCH location. The school, consisting of 
Dallas, Texas 


St. Peter’s Academy, Dallas, Texas 


Mother of Mercy School, Fort Worth, Texas 


two substantial buildings, one built 
in 1908 and the other built in 1938, 
has an enrollment of 434 pupils in 
the grammar school and. high school 
departments. It has a_ boarding 
school for girls conected with it (52 
boarders), and the whole is under 
the supervision of Father Timothy 
Sullivan, S.S.J., Father John Con- 
lon, S.S.J., and nine Sisters of the 
Holy Ghost from San Antonio, Tex. 
Almost half the colored Catho- 
lics of the diocese belong to St. 
Peter’s Church. 
In South Dallas is a neat stone 
chapel, St. Anthony’s Mission, which smaneats 
is taken care of by one of the priests MOTHER OF MERCY CHURCH 
from St. Peter’s. Fort Worth, Texas 
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CLAVER’S 
CHURCH, 
Tyler, 
Texas 


Cruarence J. Howarp, So 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


DALLAS DIOCESE IS DOING THINGS 


@ Eight Negro Missions 
@ And Others are planned 


ST. PETER’S CHURCH 
Dallas, Texas 


St. Peter’s Academy 


The Catholic Diocese ot Dallas 


covers almost 53,000 square miles 
of the northeast corner of Texas. In 
this territory, which is bigger than 
the States of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey combined, live 70,000 Cath 
chics, of whom 1,005 are Negroes. 
Devoting themselves to the spir- 
itual care of these latter are eight 
priests of the Society of St. Joseph. 
Fight colored mission churches 
and chapels are located in six of the 
large cities of the diocese: Dallas, 
Fort Worth, Texarkana, Marshall, 
Tyler and Denison. Three of these 
missions have schools, with a com 
bined enrollment of 735 pupils. 
Sixteen Sisters staff these schools. 
The oldest of these colored mis- 
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lon, oe Fe and nine Sisters of the 
Holy Ghost from San Antonio, Tex, 
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MOTHER OF MERCY CHURCH 
Fort Worth, Texas 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


In Fort Worth, the second largest 
city in the diocese, is located Moth- 
er of Mercy Mission, the second 
largest colored mission in the Dal- 
las Diocese. The school, taught by 
four Sisters of the Holy Ghost, has 
210 pupils. The pastor of this mis- 
sion is Father Thomas Brophy, 
S.S.J., who is both a licensed lawyer 
and a registered pharmacist. Fa- 
ther Thomas Collins, S.S.J., his as- 
sistant, takes care of St. Veronica’s 
Chapel, which was built three years 
ago in the Lake Como suburb of 
Forth Worth. 


Up on the Oklahoma border 1s 
St. Benedict the Moor Mission in 
Denison, Texas. This combination 


chapel and rectory is only two years 
old, but the pastor, Father Vincent 
Kelleher, S.S.J., is making progress 
in spite of handicaps. 


In the corner of Texas which 
touches Arkansas is the town of 
Texarkana. Here, in St. Peter 
Claver’s Mission, Father James 
Clarke, S.S.J., is zealously sowing 


the seed of the Gospel among the 
largely non-Catholic population. 
Father John Timpany, S.S.J., has 


a beautiful little mission church in 


HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH 
Marshall, Texas 
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Tyler, Texas, under the patronage 
of St. Peter Claver, but he has only 
about 45 Catholics. He is trying 
hard to open a little school, feeling 
that by this means he could get into 
closer contact with more people and 
that thus more conversions would 
result. The Bishop has warmed up 
to the idea, but the OPA has not 
yet thawed out on the point. 

In this regard, Father Raphael 
Maggiore, S.S.J., in charge of Holy 
Spirit Mission in Marshall, has been 
more successful. His new combina- 
tion 4-room school and convent to- 
day stands completed, with the three 
Holy Family Sisters from New 


Orleans ready to move in and be- 
gin classes in September. 

Thus we see that the Negro Mis- 
sion Apostolate in the Dallas Dio- 
cese is making progress. Under the 
leadership of the Bishop, the Most 
Rev. Joseph P. Lynch, D.D., a new 
school is ready to open in Marshall, 
a new convent has just been built 
in Dallas providing more space for 
needed classrooms, a rectory will 
soon be built at St. Anthony’s in 
Dallas making accommodations for 
a resident priest there, and plans are 
afoot for a new church in Denison 
and a new school in Tyler. The 
Dallas Diocese is doing things. 


Native Seminarians to Be Ordained Next Month 


These five Reverend Dea- 
cons are native seminarians 
of Haiti, West Indies. Stu- 
dents at Notre Dame Semi- 
nary in Port-au-Prince, the 
Capital, they will be ordained 
to the priesthood in July of 
this year. The number of 
native Haitian priests will 
then be 50. The minor semi- 
nary at Port-au-Prince has 
30 students, while the major 
seminary has 14. 

The Deacons are, left to 
right: (seated) Revs. Mar- 
cel Arnoux, Joseph Attis; 
(standing) Revs. Osmin Ni- 
colas, Lamartiniére Pérard 
and Emile Netus. 

The majority of Haiti’s 
three million French-speak- 
ing inhabitants are Catholics, 
but there is a great shortage 
of priests. Eight Haitian 
youths are now studying for 
the priesthood in the United 
States and Canada as mem- 
bers of some of the religious 
orders working in Haiti, 
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MONTGOMERY MISSION 


There are three centers of Catholic 
Negro mission activity in Montgomery, 
Ala.: St. John the Baptist Mission, 
Nazareth Mission, and the City of St. 
Jude. Of these three, the Mission of 
St. John the Baptist is the oldest and 
is prominently located only a few blocks 
from the State Capitol. 


Consisting of five units — church, 
school, rectory, convent and parish hall 
— St. John’s Mission is exerting no 
small influence on the lives of the city’s 
large colored population. The pastor, 


Father Joseph Hennessey,  S.5.].. 
doesn’t wait for prospective converts to 
come to him; he goes out to find them. 
He never misses an opportunity to speak 
to a gathering of colored people, and 


REPAIRING 
THE SCHOOL ©. 
YARD FENCE 

High School | 

pupils of 

St. John’s 
School, 

under the 
direction of 
their instructor, 
put to 
practical 

use the skill 

acquired in their 
manual training 
class 


they have learned from experience that 
he is interested in the welfare of their 
bodies as well as in the welfare of their 
souls, and that not only on Sundays but 
everyday. 

Last year Father Hennessey bought a 
small building, formerly used as a mat- 
tress factory, and turned it into a par- 
ish hall which he uses to promote an 
athletic program for the young folks, 
and social gatherings for both young 
and old. 

Father’s loyal helpers are eight Sis- 
ters of the Blessed Sacrament, who, 
with the aid of three Catholic lay teach- 
ers, conduct the grammar school and 
high school, in which 350 pupils are en- 
rolled. 


Calling American Negro Youth 


V. Rev. Josepu F. Eckert, S.V., D. 


@ Generously have they answered their country’s call 
@ They can be no less generous toward God 


Long before Pearl Harbor our 
Army, Navy and Air Corps called 
for volunteers. The response of our 
American youth was amazingly large 
and gratifying. - American youth 
was filled with patriotism, anxious 
to serve the country and defend its 
flag and ideals, even at the cost of 
blood and life. When later our 
boys were sent to the front, they soon 
proved that they were by no means 
soft and that they could take it. 


Our Negro youths were not lag- 
ging behind in this grand demonstra- 
tion of American patriotism and 
loyalty. On account of past strained 
race relations, unjust discrimination 
in political, economic, educational 
and social life, and exclusion from 
positions in the Army and Navy, 
Negroes might have had good rea- 
son to be slow to answer the call of 
the country in its critical hour. How- 
ever, unhesitatingly they rushed 
forward into the ranks of our 
armed forces. Today almost a mil- 
lion American Negroes are under 
arms in all branches of the Army, 
Navy and Air Corps. They are 
fighting side by side with their 
white comrades in all theaters of 
this global war. Generals, soldiers 
of all ranks, and war correspondents 
have paid glowing tribute to their 
bravery, fearlessness and tenacity. 
Many Negro soldiers have received 
enviable citations, decorations, and 
promotions. In World War II the 
Negro has proved conclusively that 
America is his country, too, for 


which he is willing to fight and die, 
if necessary. 

The war will soon come to a close. 
Already our government and church 
leaders are busily engaged in plan- 
ning for postwar activities. The 
Catholic Church is devising ways 
and means to expand her mission 
work among the Negroes of this 
country and to increase the neces- 
sary missionary personnel. Bishops 
and superiors of religious communi- 
ties are already taking steps in a 
special vocation crusade to fill the 
gaps which the war has slashed deep 
into the ranks of priests and Sisters 
everywhere. Today, more than ever 
before, there is urgent need for more 
priests and Sisters, not only to keep 
the flame of Faith burning in the 
hearts of our Catholic people, but 
also to preach the Gospel to those 
who are outside the Church. Our 
Negro Missions must carry on and 
even increase in numbers and mo- 
mentum by expanding their sphere 
of activity everywhere. It must be 
emphasized that this cannot be 
achieved unless there are more Ne- 
ero priests and Sisters. 

Again St. Augustine’s Seminary 
is sending out an earnest appeal to 
our Catholic Negro youth, both boys 
and girls, to follow the call of 
Christ as priests, Brothers and Sis- 
ters. Especially are we appealing 
to our good missionary priests and 
Sisters to encourage and direct pious 
and devout boys and girls, who 
show signs of a vocation to seek ad- 


129 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


ST. JOHN 
THE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

AND 

SCHOOL, 
Montgomery, 
Alabama. 
Sisters’ convent 
is on the left 


MONTGOMERY MISSION 


There are three centers of Catholic 
Negro mission activity in Montgomery, 
\la.: St. John the Baptist Mission, 
Nazareth Mission, and the City of St. 
Jude. Qf these three, the 
St. John the Baptist is the oldest and 
is prominently located only a few blocks 
from the State Capitol. 


Mission of 


Consisting of five units church, 
school, rectory, convent and parish hall 
St. John’s Mission is exerting no 
small influence on the lives of the city’s 
large colored population, The pastor, 
father Joseph Hennessey.  5.5.].. 
doesn't wait for prospective converts to 
come to him: he goes out to find them. 
lle never misses an opportunity to speak 
] 


too a eathering of colored people, and 


REPAIRING 

THE SCHOOL 
YARD FENCE , 
High School age 

pupils of gaat 

St. John’s 

School, 

under the 

direction of 

their instructor, 

put to 

practical 

use the skill 

acquired in their 

manual training 

class 


they have learned from experience that 
he is interested in the welfare of their 
hodies as well as in the welfare of their 
souls, and that not only on Sundays but 
everyday, 

last year Father Hennessey bought a 
small building, formerly used as a mat- 
tress factory, and turned it into a par- 
ish hall which he uses to promote an 
athletic program for the young folks. 
and social gatherings for both young 
and old. 

Father's loyal helpers are eight Sts- 
ters of the Blessed Sacrament. who, 
with the aid of three Catholic lay teach- 
conduct the grammar school and 
high school, in which 330 pupils are en- 
rolled. 


Crs: 


Calling American Negro Youth 


V. Rev. Josepu I. Eckert, S.V., D. 


@ Generously have they answered their country’s call 
@ They can be no less generous toward God 


Long before Pearl Harbor our 
Army, Navy and Aur Corps called 
for volunteers. The response of our 
American youth was amazingly large 
and gratifying. vouth 
was filled with patriotism, anxious 
to serve the country and defend its 
fag and ideals, even at the cost of 
blood and life. When later our 
boys Were sent to the front, they soon 
proved that they were by no means 
soft and that they could take it. 


American 


Our Negro youths were not lag 
ging behind in this grand demonstra- 
tion of American. patriotism and 
loyalty. On account of past strained 
race relations, unjust discrimination 
in” political, economic, educational 
and social life, and exclusion from 
positions in the Army and Navy, 
Negroes might have had good rea- 
son to be slow to answer the call of 
the country in its critical hour. How- 
ever, unhesitatingly they rushed 
forward into the ranks of our 
armed forces. Today almost a mil- 
lon American Negroes are under 
arms in all branches of the Army, 
Navy and Air Corps. They are 
fighting side by side with their 
white comrades in all theaters of 
this global war. Generals, soldiers 
of all ranks, and war correspondents 
have paid glowing tribute to their 
bravery, fearlessness and_ tenacity. 
Many Negro soldiers have received 
enviable citations, decorations, and 
promotions. In World War II the 
Negro has proved conclusively that 


America is his country, too, for 


which he is willing to fight and die, 
if necessary. 

The war will soon come to a close. 
Already our government and church 
leaders are busily engaged in plan 
ning for postwar activities. The 
Catholic Church is devising wavs 
and means to expand her mission 
work among the Negroes of this 
country and to increase the neces 
sary missionary personnel. Bishops 
and superiors of religious commun} 
ties are already taking steps in a 
special vocation crusade to fill the 
gaps which the war has slashed deep 
into the ranks of priests and Sisters 
everywhere. Today, more than ever 
before, there is urgent need for more 
priests and Sisters, not only to keep 
the flame of Faith burning in the 
hearts of our Catholic people, but 
tlso to preach the Gospel to those 
Who are outside the Church. Our 
Negro Missions must carry on and 
even increase in numbers and mo 
mentum by expanding their sphere 
of activity everywhere. 
emphasized that this cannot be 
achieved unless there are more Ne 


It must be 


vro priests and Sisters. 

Again St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Is sending out an earnest appeal to 
our Catholic Negro youth, both boys 
and girls, to follow the call of 
Christ as priests, Brothers and Sis- 
ters. Especially are we appealing 
to our good missionary priests and 
Sisters to encourage and direct pious 
and devout boys and girls, who 
show signs of a Vocation to seck ad 
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mission to a seminary or a convent. 
We know only too well from ex- 
perience that there is the desire 
among our Catholic Negroes of this 
country to have their own priests 
take over more and more of the 
Negro mission work of the Church, 
and to see more of their own Sisters 
teaching their children in the 
schools. Young Negroes are willing 
to do their share for the Church as 
they have done so well for their 
country. 

St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. 
Louis, Mississippi, needs and calls 
for more boys. This month six 
graduates are finishing their train- 
ing and are preparing to enter the 
Novitiate of the Society of the Di- 
vine Word at St. Mary’s Mission 
House, Techny, III., this fall. Other 
students discontinued their studies in 
the course of the year, and thereby 
left vacant places in the ranks of 
the student body which must be 
filled by September. It is true that 
religious vocations are not too plen- 
tiful among our Negro youth, and 
will not be so for generations to 
come; for the simple reason that 
among the 13 million American 
Negroes, there are comparatively 
few Catholic families, the best nurs- 
ery of vocations. But, since Christ 
wishes His Gospel to be made known 
to all people by their own priests; 
certainly He provides some voca- 
tions in every race and nation. 
Therefore there must be vocations 
among Negro boys. 


Bishop William Griffin of Tren- 
ton, N. J., in the keynote address 
at the opening of the Vocation Con- 
ference of the Missionary Union of 
Priests in New York City last Sep- 
tember, said: “There is no lack of 
vocations, but a lack of response. 
And the cause? Lack of encourage- 
ment and guidance on the part of 
parents, teachers, and priests. We 
should remember that the likely 
aspirants to the priesthood or re- 
ligious life hardly ever take the 
initiative. That must come from 
the outside, especially from priests, 
whom Father Aloysius Coogan, the 
Secretary General of the National 
Office of the Propagation of the 
Faith, calls so correctly and signifi- 
cantly the ‘key to vocations. ” 


At the same conference Monsig- 
nor McDonnell, National Director 
of the Propagation of the Faith, de- 
clared: “We know that under the 
grace of God there are thousands of 
boys and girls thinking of serving 
God in His sanctuary but lacking 
the encouragement and direction to 
help them realize their hopeful 
ambitions.” 

There is today a special and well 
organized apostolate for vocations 
developing by leaps and bounds in 
this country which is destined by 
God to supply the Church, here and 
in foreign lands, with priests, Broth- 
ers and Sisters. Let us hope that 
God will not find us missionaries 
among the Negroes wanting in this 

(Continued on page 135) 


NOTE: ST. AUGUSTINE'S MESSENGER is not published during 
July and August. The next issue will be the September issue. 
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JUNE’S SAINTS 


June 8 — Feast of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 


Our divine Lord Himself 
made known the desire of the 
practice and spread of devo- 
tion to His Sacred Heart. He 
did so by means of a series of 
revelations to a French Visita- 
tion nun, St. Margaret Mary. 
In this devotion He showed 
her that man will honor His 
Heart which is a symbol of 
His infinite love and at the 
same time will offer some 
reparation for the indifference, ingrati- 
tude and sins of man. The Church has 
approved various forms of prayers 
whereby devotion to the Sacred Heart 
is fostered. She has richly indulgenced 
the Litany of the Sacred Heart and the 
act of reparation and consecration of the 
human race to the Sacred Heart. Then 
came the great work of enthroning the 
Sacred Heart in the family, a work 
that has, according to very many pas- 
tors, brought on_ splendid _ spiritual 


changes in the lives of their parishion- 
ers. Consecrate yourself and all near 
and dear to you to the Sacred Heart to- 
day, and ask Him for the grace to know 
and love Him more and more. 


June 21 — St. Aloysius Gonzaga 


Here is an example of sanctity at- 
tained in a short life. Aloysius was born 
of a noble Italian family in 1568, At the 
age of seventeen, renouncing all rights 
to inheritance, he entered the Society of 
Jesus, much to the displeasure of his fa- 
ther, His death resulted from a fever 
contracted when attending to plague- 
stricken persons. Although only twen- 
ty-three and not ordained a priest when 
he died, Aloysius’ reputation as a saint 
had become widespread. The secret of 
his angelic purity of soul and body can 
be found in his intense love for the 
Holy Eucharist. No greater weapon ex- 
ists whereby the Catholic youth can 
conquer the numerous snares of the de- 
mon of impurity than a real love for 
and frequent reception of the Holy Eu- 
charist. Ask St. Aloysius to obtain for 
us all, especially the youth of this coun- 
try, greater devotion to the Eucharistic 
Christ. 


Most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, I place 
my trust in Thee! 


June 24—St. John Baptist 


Today we celebrate the birth 
of this saint. On August 29, 
we commemorate his death by 
beheading at the hands of 
Herod whom John rebuked 
for violating the sanctity of 
marriage according to God’s 
laws. He is the only creature, 
except Mary, whose birthday 
is celebrated as a feast by the 
Church. He it was who was 
sanctified im his mother’s 
womb from original sin — 
thus his birth, but not his conception, 
Was immaculate, It takes moral back- 
bone to proclaim or live up to God's 
laws and those of His Church. Their 
observance is not a question of expe- 
diency but conscience. Ask this intrepid 
saint to obtain for us the grace to serve 
God, cost what it may. 


June 29 — SS. Peter and Paul 


Today should be one of genuine joy 
and gratitude for every real Catholic. 
In the saints honored in today’s liturgy, 
one should see the apostolicity of the 
Church. It was upon Peter that Christ 
declared His Church would be built and 
that it would withstand all the attacks 
of hell till the end of time. St. Augus- 
tine puts it thus: “The Church is from 
the apostles, the apostles are from 
Christ and Christ is from God.” To 
Paul was given the command to spread 
His Church among the gentile nations. 
Yes, our Church is apostolic and yet 
ever fresh and vigorous. All of us as 
members of this Church must act as 
apostles by living a good Christian life. 
Pray to the two Apostles, Peter and 
Paul, for the spread of the faith 
throughout the world. 


Catholics in Belgian Congo 


In the Belgian Congo in Africa there 
are 2,700,000 Catholics, Native priests 
number 143. The Society for the Prop- 
agation of the Faith informs us that 
there are 1,300 native students in the 
minor seminary and 326 in the major 
seminary, preparing themselves to be- 
come the Native Clergy of the Belgian 
Congo. 
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* 
Negro Youth 
of America 
here is your 
opportunity 


Boye / 
AS PRIESTS 


you can offer up the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass daily, 
administer the Holy Sacra- 
ments, preach the Word of 
God, convert pagans and 
sinners, aid the sick and dy- 
ing, lead souls to Heaven! 


Praying for guidance in choosi 
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R: BOY 
to PRIEST | 


‘-P BUT A HAPPY ONE hi 
U MAKE IT? 


13 million 
Negroes need 
hundreds of 
priests NOW! 


If you have 

@ a good character 

@ normal intelligence 

@ solid piety 

@ good health 

@ the desire to serve God 
in the religious life, then you can become a priest 
in the Society of the Divine Word. Write today 


for information 

REV. FATHER PREFECT 
ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


lance -—" his vocation 
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News From St. Augustine's Seminary 


Easter 


Solemn High Mass was sung in 
the Seminary Chapel Easter morning 
with the Very Rev. Provincial Joseph 
Eckert, S.V. D., as the celebrant and 
Rev. Arthur Winters, $.V. D., and the 
Rev. Deacon William Adams, $.V. D., 
as Deacon and Subdeacon respectively. 
After the Gospel of the Mass had been 
chanted, Father Provincial preached an 
eloquent sermon on the true meaning 
of Easter joy and the Resurrection of 
our Divine Savior. 

After Holy Mass, the different mem- 
bers of the community assembled in 
the various quarters of our buildings 
and grounds and exchanged festive 
greetings proper to the joyous season of 
Easter, But the fun didn’t stop here! 
3elieve it or not! Those little fellows 
from the minor seminary appeared at 
the major seminary and challenged the 
older men in several games. The little 
fellows fought bravely at the games of 
croquet and handball. Scores? Well, to 


“top off” the matter, let's say everyone 
played swell and let’s keep those scores 
as athletic secrets from our opponents 
and as an open invitation to our young 
seminarians to call again for a good 
game. After all, we had nothing great 
at stake, or did we? 


Alexander Graham Bell 


Easter Monday we saw the mov- 
ie entitled, “Alexander Graham Bell.” 
That 16 millimeter sound feature pre- 
sented the outstanding facts about Al- 
exander Graham Bell and the invention 
of the telephone, and the work of his 
young mechanical assistant Thomas 
Watson. The show was instructive and 
enjoyable. 


Baseball-Basketball 


Recently, St. Katherine’s team, 
of New Orleans, La., played a double- 
header here at the Seminary, The first 
match was a baseball game, St. Kather- 
ine’s versus the minor seminarians. The 
final score was 5-0 in favor of the mi- 
nor seminarians. 

St. Katherine’s team won the second 
match, They defeated the minor semi- 
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narians 26-20 in a fast basketball game 
on our new concrete court. Good sports- 
manship was a _ noticetuble point 
throughout these games. 


St. Katherine's team won the un- 
limited Boys’ Basketball City League 
championship of the Colored Division 
in New Orleans this season, They de- 
feated Holy Ghost Parish team 31-30 
in their final game. Rev. James Con- 
nors, C.M., is the spiritual director and 
coach for this team. The team was ac- 
companied to the Seminary by the Rev. 
Willis Darling, C.M., pastor of St. 
Katherine’s Church. 


New Pond 


A new fish pond is our latest 
construction in the field of outdoor im- 
provements. This large pond is situated 
directly opposite the Lourdes Grotto. It 
is surrounded by a narrow concrete 
walk and is approached by a_ small 
bridge with railings of pebbles and con- 
crete. In the center of the pond there is 
a fountain upon which a large white 
crane is perched, Artistic effects are 
apparent in the entire setting of the 
pond, which lends added beauty to the 
landscape. 

Mr. Thaddeus Boucree, father of 
Frater Boucree, built this pond. Once 
again we are sincerely appreciative of 
Mr. Boucree’s tireless efforts and sacri- 
fices to improve our grounds with these 
constructions. 


Solemnity of St. Joseph 


In commemoration of St, Joseph, 
universal Patron of Holy Church, a free 
day was celebrated by the community. 
At 9 A.M., the Rev. William Williams, 
S.V.D., chanted Solemn High Mass in 
the Seminary Chapel. Assisting the 
celebrant at the Mass were the Rev, Er- 
vin Bauer, §.V.D., as Subdeacon and 
the Rev. Deacon William Adams, 
S.V. D., as Deacon. 


This time the singing of the Mass 
was rendered in a unique arrangement. 
The entire community sang the Proper 
of the Mass. Although this was the 
first time that such an arrangement was 
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OUR MINOR 

SEMINARY 

GRADUATES 
who have spent 4 years 
at St. Augustine’s, and 
will enter our Illinois 
novitiate in September. 
(Sitting, left to right) 
Melvin Robert of New 
Orleans, La.; Laurence 
Thornton, Chicago, IIL; 
and Linus Coignet, New 
Orleans, La. (Standing) 
Linwood Singleton, 
Lake Charles, La.; 
Warren Honore, Klotz- 
ville, La.; and Tilden 
LeMelle, New Iberia, 

Louisiana 


followed, nevertheless 
success was achieved. 
Shortly after Mass was ended, the 
minor seminarians hiked to “Sunny 
Bank,” our beach home, where they 
spent the greater part of the day in a 
delightful picnic. Yep, they say the 
blackberry pies, candies and soft drinks 
went good after a few dives and nifty 
swims in the waters of the bay. No 
stomachaches after the outing ... the 
reports state. Pretty good, eh? 


commendable 


Calling American Negro Youth 


(Continued from page 130) 


noble apostolate. On the other 
hand, our Catholic Negroes must 
not fail in providing the Church with 
their own priests and Sisters. Let 
every missionary priest and Sister, 
together with the Catholic laity, 


strive to bring about an all-out cru- 
sade for more vocations by prayer 
and by encouraging prospective can- 
didates to answer the call of Christ. 
As Negro youth did not fail the 
country in its fateful hour, so they 
must not stay behind when the 
Church calls for volunteers. In 
conclusion, let me quote the inspir- 
ing words of the lovable saint of 
charity, Vincent de Paul: “We shall 
always discover ourselves unable to 
contribute to anything greater than 
to the making of good priests.” 
° 


“No worldly power, no political or- 


ganization in the world, may persecute a 


man on account of the race to which he 


belongs.” Stepinac 


Archlishop Louis 


a 


We will celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the founding of St. 
Augustine's Seminary on Tuesday, October 16, 1945. 


The next issue of ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER — the 
September issue — will be the JUBILEE ISSUE. 


WATCH FOR IT! 
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enme. After all, we had nothing great 
at stake, or did we? 


Alexander Graham Bell 


lfaster Monday we saw the movy- 
ie entitled, “.\lexander Graham Well.” 
That 16 millimeter sound feature pre- 
sented the outstanding facts about .\l- 
exander Graham Bell and the invention 
of the telephone, and the work of hts 
young mechanical assistant Thomas 
Watson. The show was instructive and 
enjovable. 


Baseball-Basketball 


Recently, St. Natherine’s team, 
of New Orleans. La.. played a double- 
header here at the Seminary. The first 
match was a baseball game, St. INather- 
ine’s versus the minor seminarians, The 
final score was 3-0 in favor of the mi- 
hoy seminarians. 

St. Katherine’s team won the second 
match. ‘They deteated the minor semi- 
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narians 20-20 in a fast basketball game 
on our new concrete court. Good sports- 
manship was a notice.ble point 
throughout these games. 


St. INatherine’s team) won the un- 
limited Boys’ Basketball City League 
championship of the Colored Division 
in New Orleans this season, They de- 
feated Tloly Ghost Parish team 31-30 
in their final game. Kev. James Con- 
nors, C.M., is the spiritual director and 
coach for this team, The team was ac- 
companied to the Seminary by the Rey. 
Willis) Darling, C.M., pastor crf, aD 
INatherine’s Church. 


New Pond 


\ new fish pond is our latest 
construction in the field of outdoor im- 
provements, ‘This large pond is situated 
directly opposite the Lourdes Grotto. It 
is surrounded by a narrow concrete 
walk and is approached by a small 
bridge with railings of pebbles and con- 
crete. In the center of the pond there ts 
a fountain upon which a large white 
crane is perched, Artistic effects are 
apparent in the entire setting of the 
pond, which lends added beauty to the 
landscape. 

Mr. Thaddeus Boucree, father ot 
rater Boucree, built this pond. Once 
avain we are sincerely appreciative of 
\lr. Boucree’s tireless efforts and sacri- 
fices to improve our grounds with these 
constructions, 


Solemnity of St. Joseph 


In commempration of St. Joseph, 
universal Patron of Lloly Church, a free 
day was celebrated by the community. 
\t 9 A.M... the Rev. William Williams, 
S.V.D.. chanted Solemn High Mass in 
the Seminary Chapel. Assisting the 
celebrant at the Mass were the Rey, lr- 
vin Bauer, S.V.D.. as Subdeacon and 
the Rey. Deacon Wilham Adams. 
S.V.D.. as Deacon. 


This time the singing of the Mass 
was rendered in a unique arrangement. 
The entire community sang the Proper 
of the Mass. Although this was the 
first time that such an arrangement was 
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OUR MINOR 
SEMINARY 
GRADUATES 


who have spent 4 years 
at St. Augustine’s, and 
will enter our Illinois 
novitiate in September. 
(Sitting, left to right) 
Melvin Robert of New 
Orleans, La.; Laurence 
Thornton, Chicago, I11.; 
and Linus Coignet, New 
Orleans, La. (Standing) 
Linwood Singleton, 
Lake Charles, La.; 
Warren Honore, Klotz- 
ville, La.; and Tilden 
LeMelle, New Iberia, 
Louisiana 


followed, nevertheless — commendable 
success was achieved. 

Shortly after Mass was ended, the 
minor seminarians hiked to “Sunny and by encouraging ekg | ebay ahha 


strive to bring about an all-out cru 
sade for more vocations ly prayer 


Bank,” our beach home. where they  didates to answer the call of Christ. 
spent the greater part of the day ina As Neero youth did not fail the 
dehghtful picnic. Yep, they say the : 1 
blackberry pies, candies and soit drinks 
went good after a few dives and nifty . 
swims in the waters of the bay. No Church calls for volunteers. In 
stomachaches after the outing ... the conclusion, let me quote the inspir 
reports state, Pretty good, eh? 


country in its fateful hour, so they 
must not stay behind when the 


ing words of the lovable saint of 
charity, Vincent de Paul: “We shall 
Calling American Negro Youth always discover ourselves mate to 
RON TIREM LANGER GoLAT contribute to anything greater than 
tu the making OT 200d priests. 
noble apostolate. On the other 
hand, our Catholic Negroes must 
not fail in providing the Church with Cr aaa 
their own priests and Sisters. Let  $amzation in the world, may persecut 


—({) 


“No worldly power, no politiea! 


every missionary priest and Sister, man on account of the race to which | 
together with the Catholic laity, belongs.” cIrchbishop lo 
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We will celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the founding of St. 
Augustine's Seminary on Tuesday, October 16, 1945. 


The next issue of ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER — the 
September issue — will be the JUBILEE ISSUE. 


WATCH FOR IT! 


CRUELTY TO IDEAS 


RutH TAYLOR 


Have you ever been against an idea 
just because you didn’t like the person 
who promulgated it? That is cruelty 
to ideas — and I reckon there have 
been times when you’ve been as guilty 
of it as I have. 

But remember,:as Don Marquis used 
to say, an idea isn’t responsible for the 
people who believe in it. 


Did you ever try watching your own 
prejudices for one day? I did once. | 
kept a list of every instinctive bristling 
up, and it was pretty illuminating. 
When I analyzed my list, my opinion 
of myself reached a new low! 

Here are some of the things I found 
out: 

Prejudice against ideas is too often 
prejudice against the people who spon- 
sor them. An idea may be so good that 
even a bad man will accept it — to say 
nothing of the people who just want to 
climb on the bandwagon. Make up your 
mind for yourself — study the situa- 
tion, and draw your own conclusions. 
What’s the use of being an adult if you 
can’t make your own decisions. 

Prejudice against individuals is too 
often a mirror reflection — you see in 
them some mannerism, some shading 
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of expression, some tone of voice, some 
characteristic of someone whom per- 
haps you have just cause to dislike — 
and you group the two together. You 
generalize — when really your likes and 
dislikes should be based only on’ the 
individual. 

Prejudice against groups is too often 
either a hangover or a misconception. 
Either it is based on a careless state- 
ment overheard in childhood and ac- 
cepted as a fact. Or it may be an alibi 
— often unrealized by the holder — 
aganist someone else’s ability. It is much 
easier to say it is a group against you 
than to admit personal shortcomings. 
The first defense of the incompetent is 
to incriminate. 

Prejudice against the untried and the 
different is too often a defense mech- 
anism. We fear the unknown. We dis- 
like it because we don’t want to admit 
our own ignorance. We don't like to 
feel inferior to ourselves — so we just 
say that what hasn’t come within our 
ken is no good. 

The best cure for all prejudice is 
knowledge — for the cause of all prej- 
udice is ignorance. We wouldn't ever 
intentionally be cruel — even to ideas. 
So let’s get wise to ourselves! 
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385th ENGINEERS’ 
BASKETBALL TEAM 
SOMEWHERE IN 
FRANCE. 


(Seated, left to right) 
Major Janura (Advis- 
or), Pvts. March, Jack- 
son,’ Sleet and George, 
(Standing) Pvts. Bow- 
en, Hicks, Redman, 
James, Nortinton and 
Lt. Alfred Coignet, 
Athletic Coach. Lt. 
Coignet is a member of 
St. Raymond’s Parish 
in New Orleans, La. 


“‘Onole and Unquote u 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


The Right to Vote 


The Negro does want ... things that 
he is entitled to have; one of these is 
his right to the privileges of citizenship, 
which we deny him. Specifically, he is 
entitled to participate in his Govern- 
ment by voting. The Constitution, as 
construed by the Supreme Court, gives 
him that right in unambiguous terms. 
So long as we deny it, directly or by 
devious subterfuge, we are treating him 
unjustly and we know it. 

Macon (Georgia) News 


Definite Action 


This matter of race and group hatred 
cannot be allowed to drift, but must be 
met by a clear, definite, and specific 
remedy. Rev. Joun LaFarce, S.J. 


Every effort should be made to ex- 
pose and to restrict the dangerous in- 
roads of prejudice, bigotry, and dis- 
crimination, because they violate the 
moral law, the natural rights of man, 
and restrict the fundamental rights and 
opportunities which are guaranteed by 
our Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

Resolution CatTHoric [NTERRACIAL 

Councit, New York 


Freedom for All 


Now as part of the nation, Negroes 
are fighting for not only their own 
continued freedom — but for freedom 
for men all over the world. In fighting 
for freedom for all we are fighting for 
the only possible basis for the future, 
that which guarantees to each individual, 
regardless of class, creed or color, the 
open pathways of the mind and an 
equal opportunity for the full exercise 
of his individual talents. RuUtH TAYLorR 


Federal Aid for all Schools 


If we are to have federal aid for edu- 
cation, it should be on the proved need 
of the educable child. It should be 
equitable to all children of the area 
where the need is proved regardless of 
color, origin or creed; and in that area 
it should be given to any school or to 
parents for the education of their chil- 
dren, provided the requirements of 
compulsory education are satisfactory 
to the State or local authorities, Most 
REVEREND JOHN T. McNICHOLAs, 
O.P., Archbishop of Cincinnati 


A Pertinent Observation 


If the Catholic Church has neglected 
the Negroes, it is not at all because of 
any prejudice which her people hold 
against them, Even if these prejudices 
were strong the Church could not rec- 
ognize them, for the colored man ts 
just as much a human being as a white 
man, and has the identical origin and 
destiny. It might be said incidentallv 
and, we believe, with truth, that the 
color line as it is known in the United 
States would not be so marked if the 
South had been Catholic rather than 
Protestant. The comparatively few 
Catholics who live in the South may be 
imbued with the same prejudices as 
Protestants, but these prejudices are ac- 
quired from the population about them 
and not from their Church. Catholics 
and Negroes have been objects of the 
same prejudices in areas where Catho- 
lics are few. Our Sunda» IJisitor 


O 


Love God and 


love your neighbor! 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


CRUELTY TO IDEAS 


RetTi TAYLOR 


Have vou ever been against an idea 
just because you didn't like the person 
who promulgated it? That is cruelty 
to ideas and [| reckon there have 
heen times when you've been as guilty 
of it as I have. 

But remember, as Don Marquis used 
to sav, an idea isn't responsible tor the 
people who believe i it. 

Did you ever try watching vour own 
prejudices for one day? I did once. | 
kept a list of every instinctive bristling 
up. and it was pretty illuminating. 
When | analyzed my list, my opinion 
of myself reached a new low! 

llere are some of the things | found 
ut: 

Prejudice against ideas is tog often 
»rejudice against the people who spon- 
sor them. .\n idea may be so good that 
even a bad man will accept it ta sav 
nothing of the people who just want to 
climb on the bandwagon, Make up your 
mind for vourseli study the situa- 
tion. and draw your own conclusions. 
\What's the use of being an adult if vou 
can’t make vour own decisions, 

Prejudice against individuals is too 
often a mirror reflection 
them) seme mannerism, 


Vou see 1n 
some shading 


of expression, some tone of voice, some 
characteristic of someone whom per- 
haps you have just cause to dislike 
and you group the two together. You 
veneralize — when really your likes and 
dislikes should he based only on the 
individual. 

Prejudice against groups 1s too often 
either a hangover or a misconception. 
either it is based on a careless state- 
ment overheard in childhood and ac- 
cepted as a fact. Or it may be an alibi 

often unrealized by the holder 
avanist someone else's ability. It is much 
easier to say it is a group against you 
than to admit personal shortcomings. 
The first defense of the incompetent 1s 
t©@ incriminate, 

Prejudice against the untried and the 
different is too often a defense mech- 
anism, We fear the unknown. \We dis- 
like it because we don't want to admit 
our own ignorance, We don't like to 
feel inferior to ourselves so we just 
say that what hasn't come within our 
ken is no good, 

The best cure for all prejudice is 
knowledge for the cause of all prej- 
udice is ignorance, We wouldn't ever 
intentionally be cruel even to ideas. 
So let’s get wise to ourselves! 
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385th ENGINEERS’ 
BASKETBALL TEAM 
SOMEWHERE IN 
FRANCE. 


(Seated, left to right) 
Major Janura (Advis- 
or), Pvts. March, Jack- 
son, Sleet and George, 
(Standing) Pvts. Bow- 
en, Hicks, Redman, 
James, Nortinton and 
Lt. Alfred Coignet, 
Athletic Coach. Lt. 
Coignet is a member of 
St. Raymond’s Parish 
in New Orleans, La. 


The Right to Vote 


The Negro does want things tht 
he is entitled to have; one of these is 
his right to the privileges of citizenship, 
which we deny him, Specifically, he ts 
entitled to participate in lus Govern- 
ment by voting, The Constitution, as 
construed by the Supreme Court, gives 
him that right in unambiguous terms. 
So long as we deny it, directly or by 
devious subterfuge, we are treating him 
unjustly and we know it. 

Vacon (Georgia) News 


Definite Action 


This matter of race and group hatred 
cannot be allowed to drift, but must he 
met by a clear, definite, and specific 
remedy, Riv, Joun Labarer, S.J. 

every effort should be made ta ex- 
pose and to restrict the dangerous i- 
roads of prejudice, bigotry, and dis 
crimination, because they violate the 
moral law, the natural rights of man, 
and restrict the fundamental rights and 
opportunities which are guaranteed 1) 
our Constitution and the Dall of Rights. 

Resolution 
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Freedom for All 


Now as part of the nation, Negroes 
are fighting for not only their own 
continued freedom hut for freedom 
for men all over the world, In fighting 
for freedom for all we are fighting for 
the only possible basis for the future, 
that which guarantees to each individual, 
regardless of class, creed or ¢ or, the 
open pathways of the mind and an 
equal opportunity for the full exercise 
of his individual talents. Ruri TAayLor 


“‘Onote and Unquote” 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


Federal Aid for all Schools 


If we are to have federal ar 
cation, it should be on the proved 
of the educable child, It should 
equitable to all children of the area 
where the need is proved regardless ot 
color, orien or creed : and i that ares 
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to the State or local authorities, Mos 
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With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


First Communion 


BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. — 
Twenty-five children, 12 girls and 
13 boys, received their First Holy 
Communion the Sunday after Easter 
in St. Rose de Lima Church. The 
weather was beautiful and the chil- 
dren, dressed in white, were happy 
as they knelt at the altar and re- 
ceived the Body and Blood of the 
Lord for the first time. The church 
was well filled for the Communion 
Mass, which was celebrated by the 
pastor, Father Joseph MHbolken, 
S.V. D. 

At the graduation exercises of St. 
Rose’s School, held on Tuesday eve- 
ning, May 22, in the school audi- 
torium, six students received their 
high school diplomas and 24 received 
their eighth grade diplomas. Father 
Clarence Howard, S.V.D., of St. 
Augustine’s Seminary, delivered the 
graduation address. 


Enlarging High School 


JACKSON, MISS. — Father Fran- 
cis Baltes, S.V. D., is adding on an- 


130 CONVERTS 


were baptized at cere- 
monies held in St. 
Elizabeth’s Church, 
Chicago, Ill., on Moth- 
er’s Day, May 13. 
Many priests 
present and took part 

in the ceremonies 
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were 


other classroom to his high school. 
Built five years ago to accommodate 
about 100 students, Holy Ghost 
High School this year had an en- 
rollment of 134 students. Total 
enrollment in both departments of 
Holy Ghost School reached 618 
this year — an all-time high. 

Father is also adding a small 
lunchroom where pupils may ob- 
tain hot lunches during the noon 
recess. 


Vocational Campaign 


When Father Clarence Howard, 
S.V.D., the ubiquitous cleric, re- 
turned from Jackson, Tenn., where 
he had been conducting a mission in 
St. Joseph’s Church during Holy 
Week, he didn’t allow much water 
to flow under the proverbial bridge 
before he was gone again. Begin- 
ning the last week in April Father 
visited 30 Catholic schools in New 
Orleans, Mobile, Nashville, Mem- 
phis, Louisville, Cincinnati, St. 
Louis, and Chicago, giving talks on 
vocations to the Priesthood, Broth- 
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erhood and Sisterhood to the boys 
and girls of the higher grades. 

In Chicago, at the invitation of 
the rector, the Right Rev. Monsig- 
nor Joseph P. Morrison, Father 
Howard preached at five Masses in 
Holy Name Cathedral on Sunday 
morning, May 6th, and gave a talk 
on vocations at the May Procession 
held in the afternoon. 

At St. Nicholas’? School in St. 
Louis, Mo., Father conducted a 
three-day retreat for the thirty-four 
grammar school graduates, of whom 
all except two are Catholics. The re- 
treat closed with Mass, the papal 
blessing and the renewal of the bap- 
tismal vows on Thursday morning, 
May 17, after which the retreatants 
were guests at a Communion break- 
fast given by the high school stu- 
dents in the school cafeteria. 


—— I ——_ 


Midwestern Clergy Conference 
on the Negro 


This year the Midwestern Clergy 
Conference on Negro Work held its 
semi-annual meeting in Leavenworth, 
Kans, Both diocesan and_ religious 
priests from the following cities were 
present: Atchinson, Leavenworth and 
Kansas City, Kans,; Chicago, IIl.; In- 
dianapolis and South Bend, Ind.; 
Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton and 
Youngstown, Ohio; Detroit and Flint, 
Mich.; Milwaukee, Wis.; Louisville, 
Ky.; Minneapolis, Minn.; and Kansas 
City, Sedalia, Springfield and St. Louis, 
Missouri, 

Papers on the following subjects 
were given by both white and Negro 
speakers: “What the Negro Thinks,” 
“The Negro in America,” “The Catho- 
lic College Student and Interracial 
Work,” “What One College Is Doing 
in Negro Work,” “The Negro in This 
War for Freedom,” and “The St. Vin- 
cent de Paul Society and Our Negro 
People.” 


On Wednesday morning a Solemn 
High Mass was celebrated in the Cathe- 
dral of the Immaculate Conception by 
Rev. Norman Du Kette of Flint, Mich., 
assisted by Rev. Leonard Hirman of 
Minneapolis, Minn., and Rev, Arthur 
Grottenthaler of Louisville, Ky. The 
sermon was preached by Rev. Herman 
Koch of Kansas City, Kans. 

All sessions of the Conference were 
held in the Cathedral Auditorium. The 
Most Rev. Paul A. Schulte, D.D., 
Bishop of Leavenworth, hurried from 
a Confirmation tour to preside at the 
closing gathering. 


Don’t forget to send for your copy of the 
Jubilee Issue of ST. AUGUSTINE’S MES- 
SENGER. It will be ready in September. 


@ BOOKS ¢ 


ON THE FOREIGN MISSIONS; 60 pages; 
edited by Gerald C. Treacy, S.J.; The 
America Press, 70 East 45th, New York 
17, N. Y. 


This booklet contains two encyclicals on 
the foreign missions, one by Pope Pius XI, 
Rerum Ecclesiae, the other by Benedict XV, 
Maximum Illud, and also Pius XI’s decree 
on the reorganization of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith. The papal pro- 
nouncements are inspiring and _ instructive 
reading for all who have a lively interest in 
the missions. Although the study outline by 
the editor at the end of each papal document 
gives a digest which, while not approaching 
the original in length, often parallels it too 
closely in wording, yet the booklet is well 
worth having, 


TO HONOR ST. JOSEPH; 35 pages; pub- 
lished by the Josephite Fathers, 1130 N. 
Calvert Street, Baltimore 2, Md. 


This paper-covered booklet contains a select 
collection of various prayers to St. Joseph, 
Patron of the Catholic Church. It is appro- 
priately illustrated in color with scenes from 
the saint's life. 


Race prejudice is wrong — 


help abolish it! 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


First Communion 


BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. — 
Twenty-five children, 12 girls and 
13 boys, received their Iirst Holy 


Communion the Sunday after Easter 
in St. Rose de Lima Church. The 
weather was beautiful and the chil- 
Gren, dressed in white, were happy 
as they knelt at the altar and re- 
CENN ed the Body and Blood of the 
Lord for the first time. The church 
was well filled for the Communion 
Mass, which was celebrated by the 
pastor, lather Holken, 
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\ugustine’s Seminary, delivered the 
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ether classroom to his high school. 
Built five years ago to accommodate 
about 100 students, Holy Ghost 
High School this year had an en- 
rollment of 134 students. Total 
enrollment in both departments of 


Holy Ghost School reached 618 

this year — an all-time high. 
Father is also adding a small 

Junchroom where pupils may ob- 


tain hot Junches during the noon 


recess. 


Vocational Campaign 

When lather Clarence Howard, 
S.V.D., the ubiquitous cleric, re- 
turned from Jackson, Tenn., where 
he had been conducting a mission in 
St. Joseph’s Church during Holy 
Week, he didn’t allow much water 
to flow under the proverbial bridge 
before he was gone again. Begin- 
ning the last week in April Father 
visited 30 Catholic schools in New 
Orleans, Mobile, Nashville, Mem- 
phis, Louisville, Cincinnati, St. 


Louis, and Chicago, giving talks on 
vocations to the Priesthood, 
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erhood and Sisterhood to the boys 
and girls of the higher grades. 

In Chicago, at the invitation of 
the rector, the Right Rev. Monsig- 
nor Joseph P. Morrison, [Father 
Howard preached at five Masses 1n 
Holy Name Cathedral on Sunday 
morning, May 6th, and gave a talk 
on vocations at the May Procession 
held in the afternoon. 


At St. Nicholas’ School in St. 
Louis, Mo., lather conducted a 


three-day retreat for the thirty-four 
grammar school graduates, of whom 
all except two are Catholics. The re- 
treat closed with Mass, the papal 
blessing and the renewal of the bap- 
tismal vows on Thursday morning, 
May 17, after which the retreatants 
were guests at a Communion break 
fast given by the high school stu- 
dents in the school cafeteria. 
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Midwestern Clergy Conference 
on the Negro 


This vear the Midwestern Clergy 
Conference on Negro Work held its 
semi-annual meeting in Leavenworth, 
Kans, Both diocesan and religious 
priests from the following cities were 
present: .\tchinson, Leavenworth and 
Kansas City, Nans.; Chicago, IHI.; In- 
dianapolis and = South Bend, Ind.; 
Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton — and 
Youngstown, Ohio; Detroit and TF lint, 
Mich,: Milwaukee, Wis.; Louisville, 
Xty.; Minneapolis, Minn.; and Wansas 
City, Sedalia, Springfield and St. Louts, 
Missouri, 

Papers on the following subjects 
were given by both white and Negro 
speakers: “What the Negro Thinks.” 
“The Negro in America,” “The Catho- 
lic College Student and Interracial 


Work.” “What One Colleve Is Doing 
in Negro Work,” “The Negro in This 
War for Freedom.” and “The St. Vin- 
cent de Paul Society and Our Negro 
People.” 


Qn Wednesday morning a Solemn 
lligh Mass was celebrated in the Cathe- 
dral of the Immaculate Conception by 
Rev, Norman Du Nette of Flint, Mich... 
assisted by Rev. Leonard [irman ot 
Minneapolis, Minn., and Rey, Arthur 
Grottenthaler of Louisville, Ky. The 
sermon was preached hy Rev. Herman 
Koch of Kansas City, ans. 

All sessions of the Conterence were 
held in the Cathedral \uditorium, The 
Most Rey. Paul .\. Schulte, DD: 
Bishop of Leavenworth, hurried from 
a Confirmation tour to preside at. the 
closing gathering, 


Don’t forget to send for your copy of the 
Jubilee Issue of ST. AUGUSTINE’S MES- 


SENGER. It will be ready in September. 
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ON THE FOREIGN MISSIONS; 60 pages; 
edited by Gerald C. Treacy, S.J.; The 
America Press, 70 East 45th, New York 
17, N. Y. 
This hooklet 
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contains 


Rerum lieclestac, 
Vaxoun also deer 
papal pro 
WIStructss 
interest i 
outline by 


reading for all who have a lively 
Although the study 


the editor at the end of each papal docun 


the missiots. 


gives a digest which, while not approachiny 
, 
parallels 


booklet I> 


the ortginal in leneth. often 


closely in) wording, yet the 
worth having 


TO HONOR ST. JOSEPH; 35 pages; pub- 
lished by the Josephite Fathers, 1130 N. 


Calvert Street, Baltimore 2, Md. 


This paper-covered booklet Contains a sel: 
collection of various prayers to St. Joseph 
Patron of the Catholic Church. It as appr 
priately illustrated in color with scenes trom 
the saint's life 


Race prejudice is wrong — 
help abolish it! 


CHILDREN’S CORNER 


My dear Boys and Girls: 

This is the last issue of the MES- 
SENGER until school opens again in 
September. Since I have received so 
many letters from boys and girls I am 
going to try to print as many of them 
as I can in this issue. But first I must 
print the winning story for this month. 


SHORT STORY CONTEST 


Well, the winner for this month is lit- 
tie Dolores Labrie of Lebeau, La., who 
is a fifth grader. And here is the story 
she wrote: 
The Fishing Trip 
by 


Dolores Labrie, age 11 
Immaculate Conception School 
Lebeau, La. 


Once upon a time there were three brothers 
who lived with their father and mother near 
a mountain. There was a small stream near- 
by. In the summer the boys would go fish- 
ing. 

One summer their cousin from the city 
came to visit them. That summer there were 
many fish in the mountain stream, and the 
boys planned a four-days’ fishing trip. Their 
father promised to go with them, and there 
was great excitement when the party started. 

When their provisions were all gone and 
the four days were over, the boys returned 
with their fish. Their mother said they could 
never eat all those fish. So the boys went 
to the grocery store in the valley. There 
they sold some of the fish. 

Their cousin thought a fishing trip was 
good sport and fun. Their parents promised 
to let them go to their cousin’s home the 
next summer. 

(The End) 
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For this interesting little story, 11- 
year-old Dolores will receive a big 7x 
10-inch colored holy picture, and a 
whole year’s free subscription for the 
MESSENGER as her prizes. 


The next best short stories were sent 
in by Florence Solnikowska, age 11, 
2680 Zinow Street, Hamtramck 12, 
Mich., and Mary Rideau, age 14, Im- 
maculate Conception School, Lebeau, 
La. These two girls will receive a 
blessed Sacred Heart badge as their 
prize, and their stories will be kept over 
and entered in the contest again the 
next time. They still have a chance to 
win, 

See how easy it is, Boys and Girls? 
So write your short story today and 
send it on its way! But don’t forget the 
rules: Make up your own story, do not 
copy one; write not more than 500 
words; sign your NAME, AGE, 
GRADE and ADDRESS. 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Howard: I am in school every 
day, and at Mass every Sunday too. And I 
say my prayers every morning and night. 
I was in the procession last Sunday. And, 
Father, I want to be a Sister. 
And, Father, I wish you well. From 


Emma Lou Williams 
1711 Sannach Road 
Augusta, Ga. 


Thanks for your “well-wishing,’ Emma 
Lou; I am glad to hear from you. I hope 
that the desire to become a Sister will stay 
with you until you are old enough to do some- 
thing about it. I will pray for you. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Dear Father Howard: We have enjoyed 
reading the letters that other children have 
written to you. Our pastor is Father Otto 
Krische, O.F.M. At the present there are 
about 55 pupils enrolled in our school. In 
the fall a new classroom was added. With 
this addition we have three classrooms. We 
have very fine swings for which we owe our 
thanks to Father Otto. 

On March 9, Miss Cordelia Kelly, a young 
lady from our parish, became an Oblate Sis- 
ter of Providence. We are proud of her, and 
some of us girls hope to follow her some day. 

After the High Mass on Easter Sunday, 
the Easter Rabbit surprised us with a visit. 
He hid eggs on the lawn and we spent a 
happy hour hunting for them. 

We have a beautiful church here, and we 
wish you would come to visit us sometime. 
Your little friends, 

Grades 3, 4 and 5 

St. Peter Claver’s School 
1213 Indiana Avenue 
Wichita 6, Kansas 


I am always glad to welcome new little 
friends to the CHILDREN’S CORNER. I 
know you must have had a fine time at the 
Easter Egg Hunt. Someday, when I am up 
that way, I will be sure to stop and visit 
you; meanwhile, you can count on my prayers 
for some of you to follow Miss Kelly to the 
convent. 


Dear Father Howard: I surely enjoyed read- 
ing the MESSENGER. My sister, Johnnie 
Mae, received it, but I read it almost as 
often as she did. 

I am getting along fine in school. I hope 
you are fine. Every night I say a prayer 
for you. Please pray for me. Sincerely yours 
in Christ, 

Rosa Walker, 7th Grade 
709 S. E. Fourth Street 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Glad that you are getting along fine in 
school, Rosa. I am “fine” also. Thanks very 
much for that nightly prayer; just keep it up. 
Sure, I'll pray for you. 


Dear Father Howard: As a class at St. Ga- 
briel’s School during Lent we had a contest 
between the boys and girls to see who would 
get the most money for the mite box for 
the Seminary. The boys won. We sold old 
paper and bottles. We earned $5 from the 
paper. 

I want to be a priest some day too, if God 
wills it. 

During Lent I had the occasion to baptize 
a man that was dying. At first my father 
did not want me to do it. But I told my 
mother what Baptism was, and told her to 


tell my father to let me do it. She told him 
to let me do what I wished to do for him. 
The Sisters were pleased that I remembered 
my lesson on Baptism. 

We made a promise to go to Mass and the 
Stations of the Cross every Wednesday dur- 
ing Lent. 

Please pray for me that I may be able 
to become a priest some day too. Respect- 
fully yours, 

John Joseph Peppers, age 13 
202 Silver Street 
Hot Springs, Ark. 

John, you and the other children of St. Ga- 
briel’s School did a fine job with the mite 
box. Your pastor, Father Haines, sent all 
the money in to the Seminary—it was $30.70 
— to help toward the education of one of our 
students for the priesthood. May God bless 
all of you, and maybe some day you and some 
of the other boys will be studying here at St. 
Augustine’s Seminary. I hope so. 


Dear Father Howard: The boys and girls in 
our room gave up candy during Lent to make 
up for the sins we do to God. I also gave 
up gum. We gave some of the money we 
saved to the Red Cross. But we put most 
of it in the mite box. 

Each school had to make a poster last 
year, and out of forty States we won, at 
least we had the prettiest poster of them all. 
For the prize we got a beautiful cup with 
our school printed on it. 

I hope we can help thousands of boys to 
become priests by dropping pennies in the 
mite box. I want to be a Sister some day, if 
God wants me to. I am a girl scout. My 
teacher, Sister Magdalen, is very nice to us. 
Respectfully yours, 

Mary Durham, 7th grade 
St. Gabriel’s School 
Hot Springs, Ark. 

That is an interesting letter, Mary. I am 
glad that your school won the prize. I will 
pray that you may become a Sister some day. 


And other children from St. Gabriel’s 
School, Hot Springs, Ark., wrote some inter- 
esting things, also. For example: 


RAY CALHOUN, grade 6, wrote: “We 
have moved into our new school. It is very 
nice.... My sister is sick, and I hope that 
you will pray for her.... I am a Catholic 
and I am proud to be one, too.” 

ROBERT YOUNG, grade 5: “In our class 
the boys headed the girls in selling paper.” 

CHRISTINE GRAVES, grade 5: “I am 
praying for the boys to be good priests. I 
am not a Catholic yet, but I want to be one. 
I think I will be a Sister when I be one.” 
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


RACHEL PEPPERS, age 12: “I hope our 
money will help the boys to be priests so they 
can give the Sacraments to all who want to 
be baptized. I know how glad they will be 
when they say their First Mass and give the 
people Holy Communion. I know that day 
will be the happiest day of their life. I want 
to be a Sister if God wants me to.... I hope 
that you will pray that I may pass this year.” 


DOROTHY WASHINGTON, grade 6: 
“The children tried their best to make sacri- 
fices to raise a little fund for the education 
of colored priests.... We would like for you 
to pray for the girls to become Sisters to help 
the priests.” 

FREDERICK LEMONS: “I am going to 
become a Catholic. I want to be a priest. I 
am in the fourth grade. I think I am going 
to pass.” 


IDA RUTH CALHOUN, grade 4: “We 
are saying prayers for you and the boys 
whom you are taking care of.” 

M. C. HARRIS:, “I am saying three Hail 
Mary’s every day for the boys who want to 
be priests.” 


JAMES JONES, grade 4: “I have done 
my duty to help the boys to become priests, 
and I am praying for you and the boys.... 
I am going to Mass for you in the morning.” 

LOLA JEAN OWENS: “One of our 
school girls is very sick. We want you to 
pray for her.... I am not a Catholic, but I 
want you to pray that I will be one.” 


GENE VERLIN PEPPERS, grade 6: “I 
put $1.50 in the mite box to help the boys 
who want to become priests. If I have a 
nickel to buy ice cream, I always put it in 
the mite box. A priest is worth more than a 
thousand ice cream cones, because he can send 
souls to heaven.... There was an old man 
who lived with us who was very ill. Before 
he died my brother gave him Baptism. We 
called up Father Haines, and Father baptized 
him over to make out sure. My brother said 
the right words and poured the water at the 
same time.... My mother and father said 
that when I get in the 9th grade I could come 
and study for the priesthood.” 


MARY ALICE BEN, LEROY HARRIS 
and OSCAR LOVETT, all fourth graders, 
also wrote to tell me that they are praying 
for the boys here at the Seminary. 

Thanks to you, my dear Boys and Girls, 
and to all the other pupils of St. Gabriel’s 
School, for the grand help you have given us. 
I know the good God will bless you for this. 

FLORENCE SOLNIKOWSKA, grade 6, 
St. Ladislaus School, Hamtramck, Mich., 
writes: “I am sending you some more stamps 
that I had saved. I will keep on saving and 
sending them to you. Besides that, I also 
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enjoy reading the MESSENGER;; I like most 
of all to read the CHILDREN’S CORNER.” 

CLARENCE EUBANKS, grade 5, 726 
Charles Street, Augusta, Ga.: 

“T go to school every day; 

I try to go to Mass every Sunday. 

I can spell, read and write. 

I pray for you every night.” 

The following fifth and sixth graders of 

Immaculate Conception School in Augusta, 
Ga., also wrote: 
Bernard Morgan, Lucius Brinson, Rosa Lee 
Haws, Gloria Allen, Gwendolyn Royal, Mari- 
on Tubman, Wallace Garrett, Bertha May 
Brinson, Vandella Garvin, Anna D. S., Jimmy 
McCord, Magnolia Dent, George Broadnax, 
Roberta Coker, and James Hill. 

And that just about clears up all my cor- 
respondence till the next time. Thanks for all 
those nice letters and cards, Boys and Girls, 
and thanks for everything. 


On Tuesday, October 16, we are go- 
ing to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of 
St. Augustine’s Seminary. Our Semi- 
nary will then be 25 years old. I wish 
that all of my dear little friends could 
come here for that day and celebrate it 
with us. But, even if you can’t be here, 
all of you can pray for the success of 
the Jubilee celebration, and pray that 
St. Augustine’s will continue to have 
God’s blessing in its great work of 
training and educating Negro boys and 
young men for the priesthood and 
Brotherhood. Happy Vacation! and so 
long, till school opens again in the fall. 

FatHER Howarp, S.V. D. 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


EVEN SOME AMERICANS 


With permission of R. A. Lewis and Milwaukee Journal 


Here is the Opportuni ty 


for Negro girls and young ladies 
to dedicate themselves to the service of God as religious Sisters 


IF YOU are at least 15 years of age or over, have an 
attraction for the religious life, and desire to 
work unselfishly for the salvation of souls 
while saving your own, then apply for ad- 
mission to one of the following religious 
communities of Sisters: 


1. THE OBLATE SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE 


ST. FRANCES’ CONVENT 
501 E. Chase St. 
Baltimore 2, Md. 


These Sisters conduct schools and orphanages 


2. THE SISTERS OF THE HOLY FAMILY 


HOLY FAMILY CONVENT 
717 Orleans St. 
New Orleans 16, La. 


These Sisters conduct schools, orphanages and an old folks’ home 


3. THE HANDMAIDS OF THE MOST PURE HEART OF MARY 


ST. MARY'S CONVENT 
8 East 131st St. 
New York 35, N. Y. 


These Sisters conduct a school and day nursery 


4. PARISH VISITORS OF MARY IMMACULATE 


ST. JOSEPH’S CONVENT 
328 West 71st St. 
New York 23, N. Y. 


These Sisters do social service and cafechetical work 


9. DOMINICAN SISTERS OF PERPETUAL ADORATION 
AND ROSARY 


ST. JUDE’S MONASTERY 
Marbury, Ala. 


These Sisters are cloistered nuns 


All communities of Sisters need, besides teachers, trained nurses, office workers, 
seamstresses, cooks, house keepers, etc. 


COLORED CATHOLIC BOARDING SCHOOLS 


ST. FRANCES’ ACADEMY 
(Oblate Sisters of Providence) 
501 E. Chase St. Baltimore, Md. 
for girls 
5th Grade up and High School 


ST. FRANCIS DE SALES’ INSTITUTE 


(Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament) 


Rock Castle, Va. 
High School for Girls 


ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR INSTITUTE 


(Capuchin Fathers and Sisters of St. Dominic) 


1004 N. Tenth St. Milwaukee, Wis. 
co-educational 
8 Grades and High School 


ST. RITA’S ACADEMY 
(Oblate Sisters of Providence) 
4650 S. Broadway St. Louis, Mo. 
for girls 
5th Grade up and High School 


ST. MARY’S ACADEMY 
(Sisters of the Holy Family) 
717 Orleans St. New Orleans, La. 
for girls 
8 Grades and High School 


ST. PETER CLAVER’S ACADEMY 
(Sisters of the Holy Ghost) 
203 Nolan St. San Antonio, Tex. 
for girls 
8 Grades and High School 


ST. PETER’S SCHOOL 


Chastang, Ala. 


co-educational 
8 Grades and High School 


ST. PETER’S ACADEMY 
(Sisters of the Holy Ghost) 


2907 Cochran St. 
for girls 
8 Grades and High School 


Dallas, Tex. 


ST. BENEDICT’S SCHOOL 


(Franciscan Missionary Sisters) 
1220 - 12th St. Augusta, Ga. 
for girls 
8 Grades and High School 


ILLINOIS TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
(Sisters of the Good Shepherd) 
4910 Prairie Ave. Chicago, IIl. 
for girls 
8 Grade Grammar School 


ST. EMMA’S AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE 


(Benedictine Fathers) 
Rock Castle, Va. 
Military and Vocational High School for Boys 


HOLY ROSARY INSTITUTE 
Lafayette, La. 


Established 1897 
Boarding school for girls in the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th grades and high school 
Conducted by the Sisters of the Holy Family 
SUBJECTS TAUGHT: English, French, Mathematics, Chemistry, History, Civics, Music, Book- 
keeping, Typing, Sewing, Home Economics and Domestic Science 
Good Moral Training — Ample Athletic and Social Activities 
Applications received now for fall term. Further information gladly sent on request. 
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STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education 
and training of one of our students for the priesthood. Won’t you 
help us complete one of the following incomplete Burses? 


Sacred Heart 
. Augustine 
. Matthias 
. Jude ; 
. Elizabeth 
. Joseph 
. Martha 

Holy Ghost 


St. Madeline Sophie Barat 


Sorrowful Mother 


$4,501.15 
2,399.25 
839.50 
609.50 
501.00 
400.00 
225.00 
193.87 
127.50 
17.00 


Any amount large or small will be appreciated. Send donations to 


REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


HELP OUR MISSION WORK WITH 


" Von 


® Give us a sum of money on which we will 
pay you an annual interest as long as you 
live. After death the principal will be used 
for the missionary purposes of the Society 
of the Divine Word, especially for the edu- 
cation of colored students for the Priesthood. 


For information write to the 


REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
ANNUITY PLAN 

Society of the Divine Word 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


Send for a free copy of our booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST” 


Why Not Become a Member of the 


MISSION MASS LEAGUE? 


Members share in hundreds of Holy Masses 
said annually for the living and the deceased 
League members. They also share in the 
benefits of various indulgences as well as in 
the good works of the Fathers, Brothers and 
Seminarians of the Society of the Divine 
Word. 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP ... $1.00 
PERPETUAL MEMBERSHIP $10.00 


For further information write to: 
THE REVEREND DIRECTOR 
Mission Mass League 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


Keep abreast of the progress of the 


American Negro Missions! 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


“THE MAGAZINE WITH A MESSAGE” 
will keep you informed 


Subscription $1.00 a year 
(for those in the Armed Services $1.00 for 2 years, or 2 subscriptions) 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


COLORED CATHOLIC BOARDING SCHOOLS 


ake FRANCES’ ACADEMY: 


Dd 
Or 


ride 
501 E. Chiase St. 

for girls 

5th Grade up and High School 


ST. ERAS DE. SALES’ INSTITUTE 


Ss essed Sacre 


ack Castle, Va. 
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~ r 
§ Cr By 
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1004 N. “Tenth St. 
co-educational 
8 Grades and High School 


ST. othe ACADEMY 
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for girls 
5th Grade up and High School 


ST. SREB S SCHOOL 


ls Sisters 


1220 - 12th St. 
for girls 


8 Grades and High School 


Balitiucus, Md. 
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Mirwenkee: Wis. 


St. Louis, Mo. 


Rosctieie Ga. 


ST. MARY'S ACADEMY 


(Sisters of the Holy Family) 
717 Orleans St. New Orleans, La. 
for girls 


8 Grades and High School 
ST. PETER CLAVER’ s ACADEMY 


(Sisters of the Holy Ghost) 


203 Nolan St. 


San Antonio, Tex. 
for girls 
8 Grades and High. School 


ST. PETER’S SCHOOL 
Chastang, Ala. 


co-educational 
8 Grades and High School 


St; PETER'S iwbigenehs 
(Sis ters of the ly Gh St 
2907 Cochran: St. 
for girls 
8 Grades and High School 


ILLINOIS TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
(Sisters of the Good Shs 
4910 Prairie Ave. 
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8 Grade Grammar School 


Dallas, Tex. 
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ST. EMMA'S AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL INSTITUIE 
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ei Castle, Va. 
Military and Vocational High School for Boys 
HOLY ROSARY INSTITUTE 


Lafayette, La. 


Established 1897 
Boarding school for girls in the 5th, 6th, 7th. 8th grades and high school 
Conducted by the Sisters of the Holy Family 
SUBJECTS TAUGHT: English, French, Mathematics, Chemistry, History, Civics, 
keeping, Typing, Sewing, Home Economics and Domestic Science 
Good Moral Training — Ample Athletic and Social Activities 
Applications received now for fall term. Further information gladly sent on request. 


Music, Boox- 
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STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education 
and training of one of our students for the priesthood. Won't you 
help us complete one of the following incomplete Burses? 


Sacred Heart 
St. Augustine 
St. Matthias 
St. Jude 

St. Elizabeth 
St. Joseph 
St. Martha 
Holy Ghost 


St. Madeline Sophie Barat 


Sorrowful Mother 


$4,501.15 
2,399.25 
839.50 
609.50 
501.00 
400.00 
225.00 
193.87 
127.50 
17.00 


Any amount large or small will be appreciated. Send donations to 


REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


HELP OUR MISSION WORK WITH 


"Annuit 


© Give us a sum of money on which we will 
pay you an annual interest as long as you 
live. After death the principal will ke used 
for the missionary purposes of the Society 
of the Divine Word, especially for the edu- 
cation of colored students for the Priesthood. 


For information write to the 


REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
ANNUITY PLAN 

Society of the Divine Word 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


Send for a free copy of our booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST” 


Why Not Become a Member of the 


MISSION MASS LEAGUE? 


Memters share in hundreds of Holy Masses 
said annually for the living and the deceased 
League members. They also share in the 
benefits of various indulgences as well as in 
the geod works of the Fathers, Brothers and 
Seminarians of the Society of the Divine 
Word. 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $1.00 
PERPETUAL MEMBERSHIP $10.00 


For further information write to: 


THE REVEREND DIRECTOR 
Mission Mass League 

St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


Keep abreast of the progress of the 


American Negro Missions! 


ST. AUGUSTINE'S MESSENGER 


“THE MAGAZINE WITH A MESSAGE” 
will keep you informed 


Subscription $1.00 a year 
(for those in the Armed Services $1.00 for 2 years, Or 2 subscriptions) 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER, Bay Saint Louis, Mics. 


You are invited 
TO COME TO BAY SAINT LOUIS THIS SUMMER FOR A HAPPY 


Week-ceud Ketreat 


Leave the daily troubles and worries of these trying times behind 
and spend three happy days with the Divine Word Fathers at Saint 
Augustine's Seminary, where the Retreat-Master will help you to 
find that “peace which the world cannot give.” Through silence, 
meditation and prayer in the religious surroundings of the Seminary 
you will come closer to God your Heavenly Father. 


THE RETREAT FOR MEN WILL BE HELD 


uly, 27-29 


Catholic Men: come and 
kneel in the quiet Seminary Chapel, 
visit the beautiful Grotto of the Agony, 
walk along tree-shaded paths in the 
park, and meditate on God 
and your soul! 


Make your reservations early 


@ An offering of $5.00 per per- E 
son will cover all expenses,| Make this Retreat and return home 


including meals and sleep- spiritually renewed, refreshed 
ing quarters for the 3 days. in hody and soul 

@ The Retreat opens on Fri- 
day evening at 7:30 and For further information write to: 


closes Sunday at 5:00 P.M. rye Taree pea c 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 


BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


PUBLICATION OFFICE 
'ECHNY, ILLINOIS 


AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 
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LETTER OF THE HOLY FATHER 


on the occasion of the opening of 
St. Augustine’s Seminary in Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 
PIUS XI 
TO HIS SON, WILLIAM GIER, SUPERIOR GENERAL 
OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 


Beloved Son! 
Greeting and Apostolic Blessing! 


It is to Us a source of deep joy to learn that the college for 
the education of Negroes which you had established temporarily at 
Greenville, in the Diocese of Natchez, will shortly be transferred 
to Bay St. Louis, in the same diocese, and converted into a mission 
house for the training of Negro boys according to the Rule of your 
Order. You are determined to carry this plan through to success, 
because it accords perfectly with the ideals of your Society, with 
God’s admonition to the Church to teach all nations, and with the 
precepts of this Apostolic See. Since it is our special task to follow 
in the footsteps of St. Paul, and carry the word and name of God 
to the pagan races, it is only natural that you must be imbued with 
the same spirit which inspired St. Paul. This Apostle declared 
himself a debtor to Greeks and barbarians, to the uneducated and 
educated, since between Jews and Greeks there is no distinction. 
For all there is the selfsame Lord, bountiful in His gifts to all who 
pray to Him. In your new undertaking you are following the very 
principle which, in so far as circumstances allowed, has always 
guided the Catholic Church. To this mother has arisen, especially 
in recent times, a numerous progeny among the black races — a 
host of children who have frequently displayed virtues so splendid 
that they sealed their faith with their blood as in the most glorious 
epochs of Christian history.... If, therefore, we wish to accomplish 
some useful and solid work in this field, it is indispensable that 
priests of the same race shall make it their life-task to lead these 
peoples to the Christian faith and to a higher cultural level. You, 
beloved son, regard it as a very practical step to admit into the 
Society of the Divine Word Negroes who give evidence of a vocation 
for the regular life. These candidates are later to be admitted to 
the priesthood, and eventually work as apostles among the members 
of their race. You have chosen this path because you are firmly 
convinced that the Negroes can thus be brought much more easily 
and rapidly into the Church, and also because, in the spirit of true 
filial obedience, you wish to follow the guidance of Our immediate 


(Continued on inside back cover) 
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TO MAKE THE Cause for which 
WORK OF THE S.V. D. 


mer | MESSENGER | «seco 


AMONG MORE 
NEGROES NEGRO PRIESTS 


BETTER “The Magazine with a Message” AND 
KNOWN RELIGIOUS 


A Catholic magazine, published monthly, except Entered as second-class matter January 1, 1940, 
July and August, at Techny, Illinois, by St. Augus- at the post office at Techny, Illinois, under the 
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LETTER OF THE HOLY FATHER 


on the occasion of the opening of 
St. Augustine’s Seminary in Bay Saint Louis. Mississippi 
PIUS XI 
TO HIS SON, WILLIAM GIER, SUPERIOR GENERAL 
OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 


Beloved Son! 
Greeting and Apostolic Blessing! 


It is to Us a source of deep joy to learn that the college for 
the education of Negroes which you had established temporarily at 
Greenville, in the Diocese of Natchez, will Shortly be transferred 
to Bay St. Louis, in the same diocese, and converted into a mission 
house for the training of Negro boys according to the Rule of your 
Order. You are determined to carry this plan through to success, 
because it accords perfectly with the ideals of your Society, with 
God’s admonition to the Church to teach all nations, and with the 
precepts of this Apostolic See. Since it is our special task to follow 
in the footsteps of St. Paul, and carry the word and name of God 
to the pagan races, it is only natural that you must be imbued with 
the same spirit which inspired St. Paul. This Apostle declared 
himself a debtor to Greeks and barbarians, to the uneducated and 
educated, since between Jews and Greeks there is no distinction. 
For all there is the selfsame Lord, bountiful in His gifts to all who 
pray to Him. In your new undertaking you are following the very 
principle which, in so far as circumstances allowed, has always 
guided the Catholic Church. To this mother has arisen, especially 
in recent times, a numerous progeny among the black races — a 
host of children who have frequently displayed virtues so splendid 
that they sealed their faith with their blood as in the most glorious 
epochs of Christian history.... If, therefore, we wish to accomplish 
some useful and solid work in this field, it is indispensable that 
priests of the same race shall make it their life-task to lead these 
peoples to the Christian faith and to a higher cultural level. You, 
beloved son, regard it as a very practical step to admit into the 
Society of the Divine Word Negroes who give evidence of a vocation 
for the regular life. These candidates are later to be admitted to 
the priesthood, and eventually work as apostles among the members 
of their race. You have chosen this path because you are firmly 
convinced that the Negroes can thus be brought much more easily 
and rapidly into the Church, and also because, in the spirit of true 
filial obedience, you wish to follow the guidance of Our immediate 
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HIS HOLINESS, POPE PIUS XII 


Who as Cardinal Pacelli was Cardinal Protector of 
the Society of the Divine Word 


LETTER OF SACRED CONSISTORIAL CONGREGATION 


“The Bishops, the clergy, and especially those religious 
institutes, male and female, which have dedicated themselves to 
the assistance of the Negroes, have given proof of zealous work, 
which has been bountifully blessed by God and which has met 
with generous cooperation on the part of the faithful by their 
prayers, their donations and their sacrifices. Thus it has been 
possible to make provision for the education of ministers of God 
specifically for this apostolate and likewise for many Sisters, 
even among the Colored people themselves.... 


“The Holy See at various times has spoken in praise of 
those who have taken this apostolate for their vocation; and 
wishes now to record particularly the work of the Josephite Fa- 
thers, of the Fathers of the Holy Ghost and of the Fathers of the 
Divine Word; these have won the esteem and affection of their 
people, and, amidst difficulties and sacrifices, have gained results 
beyond reckoning — deserving well of the Church and of the 
cause of God. The Holy Father cordially blesses them with the - 
Blessings that he reserves for most beloved sons and apostles of 
Redemption. ... 


“In order to increase the number of these workers who are 
more and more necessary, ecclesiastical vocations among the 
Negroes are to be cultivated with particular care and effort. It is 
consoling to note the great good being accomplished by St. Au- 
gustine’s Seminary in the Diocese of Natchez. The mind of the 
Holy Father in reference to favoring these vocations is clearly 
expressed in the letter directed to the Superior General of the 
Society of the Divine Word, April 5, 1923 (see inside front cover)... . 


“Flourishing are the Major and Minor Seminaries of St. 
Augustine at Bay St. Louis, Miss., directed by the Fathers of the 
Divine Word of Steyl.... 


“The results and the progress obtained are truly con- 
soling.... 


“This Sacred Congregation ... rejoices to communicate ... 
to all who willingly cooperate in religious assistance to the 
Negroes the special blessing of the Holy Father as a pledge of 
the greater blessings of God.” 


SACRED CONSISTORIAL CONGREGATION 
Rome, August 24, 1936 
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HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE MOST REVEREND RICHARD O. GEROW, S.T.D. 
Bishop of Natchez 
in whose diocese St. Augustine’s Seminary is located. 
Bishop Gerow has ordained more Negro priests (17) than any other 
Bishop in the United States 
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BISHOP’S RESIDENCE 
107 South Union St. 
NATCHEZ, Miss. 
August 1, 1945 


Very Rev. Joseph Busch, S.V.D., Rector 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi 


Dear Father Busch: 


As the twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of 
St. Augustine’s Seminary approaches I cannot refrain from 
writing you to express the happiness that I share with 
you on this occasion. 


Twenty-five years ago, the Society of the Divine 
Word, with the encouragement of Pope Benedict XV, but 
with very little in the way of material resources, opened 
up St. Augustine’s Seminary. It required true courage to 
embark upon a venture of this kind at that time. The first 
years of its history were years of struggle not only 
against great material problems but against discouragement, 
particularly in the face of onlookers who were rather 
dubious of the success of such a project. But God has 
blessed the work; the labors and hardships and perseverance 
of these Fathers have already borne rich fruit. Nineteen 
young Colored men trained in St. Augustine’s have been 
ordained Priests, and it is a source of great consolation 
and happiness to see the fine work that they are now doing. 


The Fathers of the Divine Word have not spared 
any pains to maintain an exceedingly high standard, both in- 
tellectual and disciplinary, at St. Augustine’s. They have 
chosen from amongst their best to staff the Seminary. 

Their zeal and interest, fortified by the grace of Almighty 
God, has made of St. Augustine’s an institution of which 
today the Church can be justly proud. 


I extend to you and to the faculty and student 
body of St. Augustine’s Seminary my hearty congratulations 
and good wishes. May God bless you to go on to greater 
works for His honor and glory and for the good of souls. 


With every best wish, I am 


Sincerely yours in Christ 


* RICHARD 0. GEROW 
Bishop of Natchez 
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GOD'S WORK 


It is befitting that we pause on the 25th anniversary of. St. 
Augustine’s Seminary to thank God for what He has done for it. 
No matter from what angle one views or considers St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, everywhere from its very beginning the hand of God is 
too visible. 

St. Augustine’s Seminary was the fruit of the tremendous 
enthusiasm and burning zeal of our pioneer S.V. D. missionaries in 
Mississippi and Arkansas. They saw before them a large field 
teeming with souls. Their zeal for souls knew no bounds. They 
built schools, organized instruction classes and actually spent 
themselves in the service of the Lord. However, the harvest of souls 
was not commensurate with their efforts and labors. They began 
to analyze the reasons for this failure and apparent apathy on the 
part of the Negroes. It was their unanimous consensus that the 
reason was the Church’s lack of Negro priests. 

Under great difficulties and in spite of powerful opposition from 
within and without, St. Augustine’s Seminary became a reality in 
the fall of 1920. The Fathers had to battle with poverty, apathy, 
and prejudice, often from quarters least expected. Nothing could 
daunt those pioneers and champions of a Negro clergy, Father 
Christman, S.V. D., and Father Wendel, S.V.D. It was God’s work. 
The Holy Father and the American Hierarchy wanted this project 
to succeed. Owing to the unusual courage of the Fathers and en- 
couragement from missionaries and, especially, from our great and 
zealous American Bishops, St. Augustine’s Seminary grew and 
developed into a complete minor and major seminary of the Society 
of the Divine Word, from which nineteen Negro priests have come 
forward so far. 

Today there is joy in the hearts of all those who were in any 
way connected with the foundation of the Seminary. We have 
reason to be thankful to God. He blessed it for it was necessary to 
bring about the conversion of the American Negroes. 

St. Augustine’s Seminary is indebted greatly to the American 
Hierarchy who from the very beginning encouraged it, as letters 
amply testify. In addition every year the episcopal members of the 
American Board of Catholic Missions, together with the Bureau of 
Negro and'Indian Missions, yoted generous contributions to its sup- 
port. St. Augustine’s Seminary owes special thanks also to our 
colored Catholics, and to the priests and Sisters who take care of 
our colored Catholics in missions and schools. Both were so helpful 
in sending worthy boys and young men to us to be trained as priests. 

The Society of the Divine Word is deeply grateful to all our 
friends and benefactors who by their prayers and gifts of various 
kinds helped to make St. Augustine’s Seminary a great and unique 
institution of the Church in America. 

We might say, St. Augustine’s Seminary is over the “hump.” 
The future, with God’s help and the continued good will and encour- 
agement of the priests and Catholic people, will see many a colored 
priest ordained and going forth as a missionary among his own 
people, preaching the Gospel to millions of Negroes. 
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THE SOCIETY of the DIVINE WORD 


This society was founded in 
Steyl, Holland, in 1875 by the 
saintly Father Arnold Janssen. 
Composed of Priests and Brothers, 
it is primarily a missionary congre- 
gation, working for the propaga- 
tion of the faith. The letters 
“S.V. D.” are initials of the Latin 
title “Societas Verbi Divini,” mean- 
ing “Society of the Divine Word.” 

Mission colleges and seminaries 
are maintained in England, Ire- 
land, Holland, Germany, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Italy, 
Belgium, Switzerland, the United 
States, South America, China, the 
Philippine Islands, Netherlands 
East Indies and Australia. In these 
seminaries, students are trained for 
the missionary priesthood. 


Our American seminaries are es- 
tablished at Techny, Ill.; Girard, 
Pa.; Island Creek, Mass.; Ep- 
worth, lowa; East Troy, Wis.; Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss.; Conesus, N. Y.; 
and Bordentown, New Jersey. 

In January, 1943, the Society 
throughout the world numbered 
over 7,500 persons, including 13 
Bishops, 7 Prefects Apostolic, 1,817 
Priests, 755 seminarians, 548 cleri- 
cal novices, 1,746 Brothers, 169 
Brother novices, 41 Brother postu- 
lants, 123 Brother aspirants, and 
2,300 preparatory students. 

The Society’s personnel in the 
U.S.A. in January, 1945, included 
189 Priests, 85 scholastics, 24 jun- 
iors in college, 43 clerical novices, 
127 Brothers, 10 Brother novices, 
6 Brother candidates, 340 high 
school students. We have ten 
American chaplains in the Armed 
Forces, one of them a Negro Priest, 
Captain Walter Bowman, S.V. D., 
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The Founder of the Society of the Divine 

Word, Very Rev. Arnold Janssen, S.V.D. 

(1837-1909), whose Cause for Beatification is 
being considered by Rome 


who is the first of the only two col- 
ored Catholic Chaplains in the 
service. 

Divine Word missionaries also 
conduct the Catholic University of 
Peking and several colleges for the 
education of the secular clergy, as 
well as seminaries for the same pur- 
pose in South America and the 
Philippines. 

In the pagan mission fields our 
Fathers have charge of about 500,- 
000 Christians, over 150,000 cate- 
chumens, and some 550 schools ag- 
gregating 35,000 pupils. The total 
heathen population of their mission 
territories amounts to over fifty mil- 
lions. Some of these territories’ are 


in China, New Guinea, Japan, Afri- 
(Continued on page 191) 
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S.V.D. NEGRO MISSION WORK IN AMERICA 


Forty-five years ago the Fathers 
of the Divine Word came to the 
United States and opened their first 
American .establishment near Chi- 
cago — St. Joseph’s Technical 
School in what is now known as 
Techny, Ill. A few years later the 
Archbishop of Chicago, the Most 
Rev. James’ Quigley, D.D., sug- 
gested that the Fathers begin ur- 
gently needed mission work among 
the Negroes in the South. 

Thus it was that in July, 1905, 
a young priest of the Society of the 
Divine Word, Father Aloysius 
Heick, S.V.D., left Techny and 


went to Merigold, Mississippi, 
where, at the invitation of a white 
Catholic planter — a Mr. Brenner 
— he intended to open a mission 
chapel and an industrial school for 
the many Negroes who worked and 
lived on the Brenner plantation. 
But the prejudice and open hostility 
of the surrounding white popula- 
tion were so great that the whole 
project had to be abandoned. 

In January of 1906, at the sug- 
gestion of Bishop Thomas Heslin 
of Natchez, Father Heick moved to 
Vicksburg, Miss., where there al- 
ready were a few colored Catholics. 
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of Natchez, Father Heick moved tu 
Vicksburg, Miss., where there al 
ready were a few colored Catholics. 
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Father gathered his small flock and 
celebrated Mass for them in an old 
shanty opposite the railroad depot. 
With the help of interested friends 
in the North, some land and four 
small cabins were procured. Three 
Missionary Sisters, Servants of the 
Holy Ghost, came from Techny to 
help Father Heick. In September 
a small school was opened with an 
enrollment of 40 pupils. 

On a visit to this tiny Mississippi 
mission Mother Katharine Drexel, 
foundress of the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament, was so impressed 
with its possibilities that she made 
a donation for the building of a 
larger and more substantial school. 
In 1907 work was begun on a two- 
story brick building. Today this 


school — St. Mary’s — has an en- 
rollment of over 500 pupils. 
Since the only other Negro mis- 


sion in the whole State of Missis- 
sippi at that time was one in Natchez 
in charge of the Josephite Fathers, 
the Society of the Divine Word de- 
cided to open more mission centers 
for the huge Negro population. 


Consequently, in 1908, a mission 
chapel and school were established 
in Jackson, Miss., but only after 
much difficulty. In 1910 a mission 
was opened in Meridian; in 1913 
another was opened in Greenville. 

It was in the Greenville mission 
that the Divine Word Fathers 
started Sacred Heart High School, 
the first Catholic high school for 
Negroes in Mississippi. It was here 
also that St. Augustine’s Seminary 
had its birth. 

Today the Society of the Divine 
Word has 30 Negro missions and a 
catechetical center in 4 archdioceses 
and 5 dioceses located in 8 States. 
Educational facilities for Negro 
youth include a major and minor 
seminary, a boarding school for 
girls and 20 day schools, of which 
11 have high school departments. 
Enrolled in these schools are 7,200 
pupils taught by 145 religious Sis- 
ters and 30 lay teachers. In charge 
of these missions and ‘schools, and 
caring for the souls of over 19,000 
Negro catholics are 62 Fathers of 
the Divine Word. 


NEGRO MISSIONS ASSIGNED TO THE DIVINE WORD FATHERS 


ARKANSAS 
LITTLE ROCK: St. Bartholomew 
NORTH LITTLE ROCK: St. Augustine 
PINE BLUFF: St. Peter 


CALIFORNIA 
SAN FRANCISCO: St. Benedict the Moor 
ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO: St. Anselm 
St. Elizabeth 
LOUISIANA 
BOHEMIA: St. Joseph 
CADE: St. Anthony 
DAVANT: Blessed Martin de Porres 
DUSON: St. Benedict the Moor 
FRANELIN: St. Jules 
GLENCOE: St. Peter 
JEANERETTE: Our Lady of the Rosary 
JULIEN HILL: St. Peter 
LAFAYETTE: Holy Rosary Institute 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
MOUTON SWITCH: St. John Vianney 
PHOENIX: St. Sophie 


ST. JOHN: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

ST. MARTINVILLE: Our Lady of Per- 
petual Help 

SCOTT: Blessed Martin de Porres 

VERDUNVILLE: Immaculate Conception 


MISSISSIPPI 
BAY ST. LOUIS: St. Augustine’s Sem- 
inary 
St. Rose de Lima 
GREENVILLE: Sacred Heart 
JACKSON: Holy Ghost 
MERIDIAN: St. Joseph 
VICKSBURG: St. Mary 
YAZOO CITY: St. Francis of Assisi 
MISSOURI 
ST. LOUIS: St. Nicholas 
NEW JERSEY 
ASBURY PARK: St. Peter Claver 
TRENTON: Our Lady of the Divine 
Shepherd 
NEW YORK 
ROCHESTER: Catechetical Center 


Historical Sketch of St. Augustine's Seminary 


During their early struggles to bring 
the light of the True Gospel to the Ne- 
groes in the missions of Mississippi, the 
Divine Word missionaries came to real- 
ize more and more the great influence 
of the Negro Protestant ministers 
among their own people. They began 
to consider what a great and good influ- 
ence zealous Catholic priests of the 

same race would have with Negroes. 
They thought of the wisdom of the 
Catholic Church in insisting that each 
people, each nation, each race being 
converted to the True Fold should have 
. Its own native sons as priests whenever 
and wherever possible. Such thoughts 
became more frequent as more and 
more obstacles to the conversion of the 
colored people of the South were 
thrown into the way of the missionaries. 

At a meeting of the Divine Word 

Fathers in Mississippi in 1914 ‘the 


FIRST SEMINA- 
RY BUILDING 
(at right) 


Erected in 1920, it 
was then called 
Sacred Heart Col- 
lege. The white 
cottage was the 
priests’ residence 


REV. JAMES 
WENDEL, S.V.D. 
(1881—1920) 
who was a fearless 
and zealous advo- 


cate of an Ameri- 
> can Negro Catholic 


clergy 


<«« 25 YEARS AGO 
This rare photo shows Father Christman 
(right), founder of St. Augustine’s Seminary, 
talking things over with Father Joseph 
Eckert, who today, a quarter of a century 
later, is provincial superior of the Southern 
Province in which is located St. Augustine’s 
Seminary 


question of Negro priests was dis- 
cussed. From that time on the subject 
was never allowed to rest. ‘The two 
most ardent advocates of a native cler- 
gy among American Negroes were Fa- 
ther Matthew Christman, §.V. D., pas- 
tor of Sacred Heart Church, Greenville, 
Miss., and Father James Wendel, 
S.V.D., pastor of St. Joseph’s Church, 
Meridian, Miss. Of the two, Father 
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Father gathered his small flock and 
celebrated Mass for them in an old 
shanty opposite the railroad depot. 
With the help of interested friends 
in the North, some land and four 
small cabins were procured. Three 
Missionary Sisters, Servants of the 
Holy Ghost, came from Techny to 
help Father Heick. In September 
a small school was opened with an 
enrollment of +40 pupils. 

On a visit to this tiny Mississippi 
mission Mother Katharine Drexel, 
foundress of the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament, was so impressed 
with its possibilities that she made 
a donation for the building of a 
larger and more substantial school. 
In 1907 work was begun on a two- 
story brick building. Today this 
school — St. Mary’s — has an en- 
rollment of over 500 pupils. 

Since the only other Negro mis- 
sion in the whole State of Missis- 
sippi at that time was one in Natchez 
in charge of the Josephite Fathers, 
the Society of the Divine Word de- 
cided to open more mission centers 
for the huge Negro population. 


Consequently, in 1908, a mission 
chapel and school were established 
in Jackson, Miss., but only after 
much difficulty. In 1910 a mission 
was opened in Meridian; in 1913 
another was opened in Greenville. 

It was in the Greenville mission 
that the Divine Word I athers 
started Sacred Heart High School, 
the first Catholic high school for 
Negroes in Mississippi. It was here 
also that St. Augustine’s Seminary 
had its birth. 

Today the Society of the Divine 
Word has 30 Negro missions and a 
catechetical center in 4 archdioceses 


and 5 dioceses located in & States. 
Educational facilities for Negro 


youth include a major and minor 
seminary, a boarding school for 
girls and 20 day schools, of which 
11 have high school departments. 
Enrolled in these schools are 7,200 
pupils taught by 145 religious Sis- 
ters and 30 lay teachers. In charge 
of these missions and schools, and 
caring for the souls of over 19,000) 
Negro catholics are 62 Fathers of 
the Divine Word. 


NEGRO MISSIONS ASSIGNED TO THE DIVINE WORD FATHERS 


ARKANSAS 
LITTLE ROCK: St. Bartholomew 
NORTH LITTLE ROCK: St. Augustine 
PINE BLUFF: St. Peter 


CALIFORNIA 
SAN FRANCISCO: St. Benedict the Moor 
ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO: St. Anselm 
St. Elizabeth 
LOUISIANA 
BOHEMIA: St. Joseph 
CADE: St. Anthony 
DAVANT: Blessed Martin de Porres 
DUSON: St. Benedict the Moor 
FRANKLIN: St. Jules 
GLENCOE: St. Peter 
JEANERETTE: Our Lady of the Rosary 
JULIEN HILL: St. Peter 
LAFAYETTE: Holy Rosary Institute 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
MOUTON SWITCH: St. John Vianney 
PHOENIX: St. Sophie 
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ST. JOHN: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

ST. MARTINVILLE: Our Lady of Per- 
petual Help 

SCOTT: Blessed Martin de Porres 


VERDUNVILLE: Immaculate Conception 
MISSISSIPPI 
BAY ST. LOUIS: St. Augustine’s Sem- 
inary 


St. Rose de Lima 
GREENVILLE: Sacred Heart 
JACKSON: Holy Ghost 
MERIDIAN: St. Joseph 
VICKSBURG: St. Mary 
YAZOO CITY: St. Francis of Assisi 

MISSOURI 
ST. LOUIS: St. Nicholas 
NEW JERSEY 
ASBURY PARK: St. Peter Claver 
TRENTON: Our Lady of the 
Shepherd 
NEW YORK 
ROCHESTER: Catechetical Center 


Divine 


FIRST SEMINA- 


was 
Sacred Heart Col- 


Historical Sketch of St. Augustine's Seminary 


During their early struggles to bring 
the light of the True Gospel to the Ne- 
groes in the missions of Mississippi, the 
Divine \WWord missionaries came to real- 
ize more and more the great influence 
of the Negro Protestant ministers 
among their own people. They began 
to consider what a great and good influ- 


ence zealous Catholic priests of the 
same race would have with Negroes. 
They thought of the wisdom of the 


Catholic Church in insisting that each 
people, each nation, each race being 
converted to the True Fold should have 
its OWN native sons as priests whenever 
and wherever possible. Such thoughts 
hecame more frequent as more and 
more obstacles to the conversion of the 
colored people of the South were 
thrown into the way of the missionaries. 

At a meeting of the Divine Word 
Fathers in Mississippi in 1914 the 
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Erected in 1920, it 
then called 


The white 
was. the 
residence 


lege. 
cottage 
priests’ 


REV. JAMES 


(1881—1920) 


clergy 


<«<« 25 YEARS AGO 


This rare photo shows Father Christman 
(right), founder of St. Augustine’s Seminary, 
talking things over with Father Joseph 
Eckert, who today, a quarter of a century 
later, is provincial superior of the Southern 
Province in which is located St. Augustine’s 
Seminary 


question of Negro priests was dis- 
cussed, From that tume on the subject 
was never allowed to rest. The two 
most ardent advocates of a native cler- 
gv among .\merican Negroes were la- 
ther Matthew Christman, S.V. D., pas 
tor of Sacred Heart Church, Greenville, 
Miss.. and Father James Wendel 
S.V.D.. pastor of St. Joseph's Churel 
Meridian, Miss. Of the ut] 


two, Father 


WENDEL, S.V.D. 


who was a fearless 
and zealous advo- 
cate of an Ameri- 
can Negro Catholic 


FIRST STUDENTS (1920-21) 
Five of these persevered and were ordained 
priests — two as members of the Society of 
the Divine Word, and three as secular priests. 
The priests in the picture are Father Christ- 
man (left), Very Rev. Peter Janser, S.V.D., 
the provincial at that time (center), and 

Father Anthony Jacobs, S.V.D. 


Wendel seems to have been the more 
vocal and aggressive. He kept the 
question alive in an annual mission 
magazine which he published. He 
brought it to the fore in a booklet en- 
titled “Our Negro Missions,” which he 
wrote. He mentioned it in letters writ- 
ten to various clergymen. He discussed 
it in public. Public sentiment was di- 
vided, and Father Wendel encountered 
great and formidable opposition. 


Nevertheless, Father Wendel finally, 
in 1919, approached Bishop Gunn of 
Natchez for permission to open a semi- 
nary in his diocese for the training of 
colored students for the priesthood. 
Bishop Gunn was favorable, and later 
gave the permission officially to Very 
Rev. Peter Janser, S.V. D. provincial, 
who thereupon called a meeting of the 
S.V. D. Southern missionary Fathers 
to discuss the method of procedure. In 
the beginning of 1920 the Superior 
General of the Society of the Divine 
Word gave his approval and the new 


BEGINNING OF THE SEMINARY IN 
. BAY SAINT LOUIS 
This former private dwelling was used as a 
residence for the Fathers, and, though 
changed, it is still a part of the present 
Faculty House 


THE BEGINNING OF THE FULFILLMENT OF A GREAT DREAM 
The first building erected on the new location in Bay Saint Louis — the minor seminary — 
was begun September 30, 1922, and dedicated September 16, 1923 


THE VISITS OF TWO 
APOSTOLIC DELE- 
GATES 


His Excellency, Most 
Rev. Pietro Fumasoni- 
Biondi, who visited the 
Seminary in 1925, and 
(below) Most. Rev. 
Amleto G. Cicognani, 
who together with the 
Bishops of Natchez, 
Mobile and Savannah- 
Atlanta, visited the 
Seminary in 1935 


project was ready to be launched. 

It is no small tribute to the intrepid 
faith and zeal of those first Divine 
Word missionaries that they, although 
being looked upon as foreigners, and 


having no available funds, should 
nevertheless, in the face of opposition 
and contrary sentiment and customs. 
courageously undertake, and expect to 
succeed with, a project so manifestly 
unpopular as the training of Negro 
boys for the priesthood, and that down 
in Mississippi! However, in spite of 
all opposition, they did succeed, with 
God’s help. 

Participation in this success was de- 
nied to the one who had done so much 
to make it possible. Father Wende! 
died February 24, 1920, a few months 
before the new seminary was to open. 
Father Christman was put in charge of 
the undertaking. 

Three separate gifts of $2,000 each, 
from Monsignor John Burke of New 
York, Mother Katharine Drexel and a 
Mr. Murphy, gave the seminary its 
financial start. 


The Sacred Heart Mission in Green- 
ville, Miss., with its well-organized high 
school and spacious grounds, was cho- 
sen as the temporary location of the 
seminary. Hence the first name of the 
seminary — Sacred Heart College. 

A small two-story frame building, 
containing classrooms, a dining room 
and kitchen, was erected. The attic of 
the parish school was fixed up as a 


FIRST MINOR SEMINARY GRADUATES 
(1926) with Father Christman. They are 
(left to right) Maurice Rousseve and Vincent 
Smith (ordained 8 years later), Marion 
Hudson (deceased) and Ernest Casa Calvo 
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FIRST STUDENTS (1920-21) 


Five of these persevered and were ordained 
priests — two as members of the Society of 
the Divine Word, and three as secular priests. 
The priests in the picture are Father Christ- 
man (left), Very Rev. Peter Janser, S.V.D., 
the provincial at that time (center), and 
Father Anthony Jacobs, S.V.D. 


Wendel seems to have been the more 
vocal and aggressive. He kept the 
question alive in an annual mission 
magazine which he published. He 


brought it to the fore in a booklet en- 
titled “Our Negro Missions,’ which he 
wrote. He mentioned it in letters writ- 
ten to various clergymen, He discussed 
it in public. Public sentiment was di- 
vided, and Father Wendel encountered 
great and formidable opposition, 


Nevertheless, Father Wendel finally. 


in 1919, approached Bishop Gunn of 
Natchez for permission to open a semi- 
nary in his diocese for the training of 
colored students for the priesthood. 
Bishop Gunn was favorable, and later 
gave the permission officially to Very 
Rev, Peter Janser, S.V.D. provincial, 
who thereupon called a meeting of the 
S.V.D. Southern missionary Fathers 
to discuss the method of procedure. In 
the beginning of 1920 the Superior 
General of the Society of the Divine 


Word gave his approval and the new 


— ne ae rn) 


BEGINNING OF THE SEMINARY IN 
BAY SAINT LOUIS 
This former private dwelling was used as a 
residence for the Fathers, and, though 
changed, it is still a part of the present 
Faculty House 


THE BEGINNING OF THE FULFILLMENT OF A GREAT DREAM 
The first building erected on the new location in Bay Saint Louis — the minor seminary — 
was begun September 30, 1922, and dedicated September 16, 1923 
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THE VISITS OF TWO 
APOSTOLIC DELE- 
GATES 


His Excellency, Most 
Rev. Pietro Fumasoni- 
Biondi, who visited the 
Seminary in 1925, and 
(below) Most’ Rev. 
Amleto G. Cicognani, 
who together with the 
Natchez, 
Mobile and Savannah- 
Atlanta, visited the 
Seminary in 1935 


Bishops of 


project was ready to be launched. 

[t is no small tribute to the intrepid 
faith and zeal of those first Divine 
Word missionaries that they, although 
being looked upon as foreigners, and 
having no available funds, should 
nevertheless, in the face of opposition 
and contrary sentiment and customs, 
courageously undertake, and expect to 
succeed with, a project so manifestly 
unpopular as the training of Negro 
hovs for the priesthood, and that down 
in| Mississippi! However, in spite of 
all opposition, they did succeed, with 
God's help. 

Participation in this success was de- 
mied to the one who had done so much 
to make it possible. Father Wende! 
died February 24, 1920, a few months 
hefore the new seminary was to open. 
Father Christman was put in charge of 
the undertaking, 

Three separate gifts of $2,000 each. 
from Monsignor John Burke of New 
York, Mother Katharine Drexel and a 
Mr, Murphy, gave the seminary its 
financial start. 


The Sacred Heart Mission in Green- 
ville, Miss., with its well-organized high 
school and spacious grounds, was cho- 
sen as the temporary location of the 
seminary. [lence the first name of the 
senunary sacred Heart College. 

\ small two-story frame building, 
containing classrooms, a dining room 
and kitchen, was erected. The attic of 
the parish school was fixed up as a 


FIRST MINOR SEMINARY GRADUATES 
(1926) with Father Christman. They are 
(left to right) Maurice Rousseve and Vincent 
Smith (ordained 8 years later), Marion 
Hudson (deceased) and Ernest Casa Calvo 
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FIRST MAJOR SEMINARY (1928) 


dormitory 
narians, 
The first two students arrived in 
September 1920, Others came at dif- 
ferent times during the year. At the 
close of that first school year Sacred 
Heart College had fourteen students, 
among whom were three of the four 
first priests ordained in 1934. Father 
Christman was rector, prefect and 


for the prospective semi- 


teacher in the seminary while still re- 


Father 
assisted Fa- 


maining pastor of the parish. 
Anthony Jacobs, §S.V. D., 
ther Christman, 

Those first years of the infant semi- 
nary were difficult ones, both because 
of the constant criticism leveled at the 
institution and because of financial wor- 
ries. But both Father Christman and 
Father Provincial said: “The seminary 
has to be a success! If we fail, there 
will never be a second attempt in this 
country to found a seminary for colored 
boys.” 

In June, 1923, the seminary was 
moved to its present location in Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss., and was renamed 
St. Augustine’s Seminary. The new 
seminary building, a substantial brick 
structure, which had been started in 
September, 1922, was dedicated by 
Bishop Gunn on September 16, 1923. 
There was a great turnout of the col- 
ored people along the Gulfcoast for this 
gala occasion. Many train coaches of 
people came from New Orleans alone. 

Twenty-two students enrolled in the 
seminary that year, and four Fathers 
composed the faculty. 

The year 1926 saw the first class 
graduate from the six-year high school 
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FIRST MAJOR SEMINARIANS (1928) 


and college course. In September three 
of the four graduates entered the no- 
vitiate of the Society of the Divine 
Word, then located in East Troy, Wis. 
On September 11, 1928, two of these 
three novices — Frater Maurice Rous- 
seve and Frater Vincent Smith — made 
their first religious profession and 
thereby became the first Negro mem- 
bers of the Society of the Divine Word. 
That same year this first class was com- 
bined with a second class which had 
just returned from the novitiate in 
Wisconsin. This was the birth of St. 
Augustine’s Major -Seminary. 

On May 23, 1934, in the presence of 
a huge concourse of clergy and people, 
the Bishop of Natchez, the Most Rev. 
Richard O. Gerow, S.T.D., ordained 
the first four Negro priests of St. Au- 
gustine’s Seminary. ‘But Father Christ- 
man was not present to rejoice with his 
spiritual sons. He had been called to 
his reward on February 14, 1929. 


Mechanic, plumber, electrician, janitor and 

butcher all rolled into one! That almost 

describes Mr. John Dautrieve, who has been 

working at the seminary for 19 of its 
25 years 


St. Augustine's Seminary Today 


STUDENT BODY OF ST. AUGUSTINE’S MINOR SEMINARY (1944-45) 
Father Hubert Posjena, S.V.D., prefect (left), and Father Lawrence Dudink, S.V.D., 
assistant prefect 


THE MINOR SEMINARY 


The school year just ended in June, 
which was the 25th school year of St. 
Augustine’s Seminary, found 54 stu- 
dents enrolled in the minor seminary, 
14 in the clerical novitiate and junior- 
ate, and 7 in the major seminary, mak- 
ing a total of 75 Negro students study- 
ing for the priesthood with the Society 
of the Divine Word. 

Eighteen States, the District of Co- 
lumbia and Central America were rep- 
resented as follows: Alabama (1), 
California (1), Florida (1), Georgia 
(1), Illinois (6), Kentucky (1), Lou- 
isiana (38), Maryland (1), Massachu- 
setts (1), Michigan (1), Mississippi 
(4),. Missouri (4), New Jersey (1), 


New York (1), North Carolina (1), 
Ohio (1), Pennsylvania (1), Texas 
(5), Washington, D, C. (1), Panama 
Canal Zone (3), Republic of Panama 
(1). 

The minor seminary course consists 
of four years of preparatory high 
school studies. The students arise at 
5:30 A.M., and begin the day with 
community morning prayers, daily Mass 
and Communion. They have six classes 
five days a week, three main study 
periods, one work period, and four ma- 
jor recreation periods per day. Thurs- 
day is free instead of Saturday. Devo- 
tions in the afternoon, community night 
prayers in the evening, and retiring at 
9:00 P.M. complete the day. 
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FIRST MAJOR SEMINARY (1928) 
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The first two students arrived in 
September 1920, Others came at dif- 
terent times during the vear, At the 


close of that first school vear Sacred 
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Christman was rector, prefect and 
teacher in the seminary while still re- 
maining pastor of the parish. Father 
Anthony Jacobs, S.V.D., assisted Fa- 
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Those first vears of the infant semi- 
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institution and because of financial wor- 
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Father Provincial said: “The seminary 
has to be a success! If we fail, there 
will never be a second attempt in this 
country to found a seminary for colored 
boys.” : 
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1923, the seminary 
moved to its present location in 
Saint Louis, Miss., and was renamed 
St. Augustine’s Seminary. The new 
seminary building, a substantial brick 
structure, which had been started in 
September, 1922, was dedicated by 
Bishop Gunn on September -16, 1923. 
There was a great turnout of the col- 
ored people along the Gulfcoast for this 
gala occasion, Many train coaches of 
people came from New Orleans alone. 

Twenty-two students enrolled in the 
seminary that vear, and four Fathers 
composed the faculty, 
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and college course. In September three 
of the four graduates entered the no- 
vitiate of the Society of the Divine 
Word, then located in Kast Troy, Wis. 
Qin September 11, 1928, two of these 
three novices rater Maurice Rous: 
seve and Frater Vincent Smith mace 
their first religious profession and 
thereby became the first Negro mem- 
hers of the Society of the Divine Word. 
That same year this first class was com- 
bined with a second which had 
just returned from the novitiate in 
Wisconsin, This was the birth of St. 
Augustine’s Major: Seminary, 

on May 23, 1934, in the presence of 
a huge concourse of clergy and people, 
the Bishop of Natchez, the Most Rey. 
Richard ©, Gerow, S.T.D., ordained 
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gustine’s Seminary, But Father Christ- 
man was not present to rejoice with his 
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his reward on February 14, 1929, 
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St. Augustine’s Seminary Today 


STUDENT BODY OF ST. AUGUSTINE’S MINOR SEMINARY (1944-45) 
Father Hubert Posjena, S.V.D., prefect (left), and Father Lawrence Dudink, S.V.D., 
assistant prefect 


THE MINOR SEMINARY 


The school year just ended in June, 
which was the 25th school year of St. 
Augustine's Seminary, found 54 stu- 
dents enrolled in the minor seminary, 
14 in the clerical novitiate and junior- 
ate, and 7 in the major seminary, mak- 
ing a total of 75 Negro students study- 
Ing tor the priesthood with the Society 
of the Divine Word. 

Kighteen States, the District of Co- 
lumbia and Central .\merica were rep- 
resented as follows: .\labama (1), 
California (1), Florida (1), Georgia 
(1), Illinois (6), Kentucky (1), Lou- 
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course consists 
of four vears of preparatory high 
school studies. The students arise at 
5:30 A.M.. and begin the day with 


community morning prayers, daily Mass 
and Communion. They have six classes 
hve days a week, three main study 
periods, one work period, and four ma- 
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day is free instead of Saturday, Devo- 
tions in the afternoon, e mmunity night 
prayers in the evening, and retiring at 
9:00 P.M. complete the day. 
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PRAYER 
(Below) OUTDOOR WORK PERIOD 


The seminarian’s life consists of a well-balanced diet of prayer, study, hard work 
and wholesome recreation 


POT PO nt 


PROF. CHARLES HENRY 


SEMINARY ORCHESTRA Teacher of instrumental music 


STUDENT’S STUDY HALL — CONCENTRATING ON 


TOMORROW’S LESSONS 


BASEBALL IS POPULAR SCENE FROM STUDENTS’ 
MISSION PLAY 


HANDBALL 
is the game to warm 
you up on a chilly 
day. Of course, for a 
real “warming up” 
soccer and _ football 
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The seminarian’s life consists of a well-balanced diet of prayer, study, hard work 
and wholesome recreation 
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EXERCISE KEEPS THE SEMINARIANS 
PHYSICALLY FIT 


VERY REV. JOSEPH BUSCH, S.V.D. 
Rector of St. Augustine’s Seminary 


THE NEW SENIORS are happy 
to step up into the place vacated by the 
graduates. This means harder work and 
more responsibilities for them, but it 
also means one year less between them 
and their goal — the Priesthood. They 
are, from bottom to top (left row): 
Henry Brooks, Washington, D. C., 
August Thompson, Baldwin, La., and 
Elmer Powell, Kansas City, Mo.; 
(right row): William Chevis, Grand 
Coteau, La.,. Philip Allen, St. Louis, 
Mo., and Donald Bourgeois, Chicago, 
Illinois. 
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THE SIX GRADUATES in the 
their 
years of preparatory studies in St. Au- 


picture below completed four 


gustine’s Minor Seminary in June, and 


are now ready to enter the novitiate in 


Techny, Illinois, this month. They are, 


from left to right: Lawrence Thornton, 
Chicago, Ill., and Linwood Singleton, 
Lake Charles, La.; (standing) Linus 
Coignet, New Orleans, La., Warren 
Honoré, Klotzville, La., Tilden Le- 
Melle, New Iberia, La., and Melvin 
Robert, New Orleans, La. 


CLERICAL NOVICES 


THE NOVITIATE 


These are our clerical novices. They 
graduated from St. Augustine’s Minor 
Seminary in June, 1944. Last Septem- 
ber they went to St. Mary’s Mission 
House in Techny, IIl., where they, to- 
gether with the graduates of our other 
minor seminaries in this country, were 
invested or clothed with the religious 
habit of the Society of the Divine Word 
— a black cassock and a broad black 
cincture or belt with two ends hanging 
down on the left side. This investiture 
signified that they had become S.V. D. 
novices. From the time of the investi- 
ture till ordination the seminarian is 
addressed as “Frater,” which is a Latin 
word meaning “Brother.” 

The novitiate is the introduction to 
the religious life. It is a time of special 
and intense spiritual training, and at the 
same time a period of probation before 
admittance to full membership in the 
Society of the Divine Word. 

The novitiate lasts for two years. 
The novices in the picture have com- 
pleted one year and are now in their 
second year of novitiate. They are (left 


to right): Frater Aloysius Allen, St. 
Louis, Mo.; Frater Paul Neale, Balti- 
more, Md.; Frater Hubert Singleton, 
Lake Charles, La.; Frater Leon Ellis, 
Ensley, Ala.; Frater Aubry Osborn, 
Algiers, La.; and Frater Vance Thorne, 
New Bern, N. C. 


ST. MARY’S MISSION HOUSE, TECHNY, 
ILL., where the S.V.D. clerical novitiate 
is located 
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same time a period of probation before 
admittance to full membership in the 
Society of the Divine Word. 

The novitiate lasts for two  vears. 
The novices in the picture have com- 
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RELIGIOUS PROFESSION 


THE JUNIORATE 


When the two years of novitiate have themselves by the three Vows of Pov- 
passed, the novices make their first re- erty, Chastity and Obedience to the ob- 
ligious profession, that is, they bind servances of the religious life in the 


JUNIOR SEMINARIANS 


Society of the Divine Word for one 
year. They make these vows to God in 
church in the presence of the Father 
Superior General of the Society or his 
representative. Thus they become mem- 
bers of the Society. ‘These vows are 


renewed each year until the year before 
ordination when they are made for life. 
This is known as the final profession. 


These Fraters now enter the junior- 
ate, which also is located at St. Mary’s 
Mission House, Techny, Ill. For the 
next two years the junior seminarians 
devote themselves to the completion of 
their college course. 


THE MAJOR 


The major seminary course consists 
of two years of philosophical studies, 
such as logic, ethics, metaphysics, to- 
gether with the history of philosophy, 
Hebrew, French, translations of selec- 
tions from the Latin Fathers, chemistry 
and astronomy ; and four years of theo- 
logical studies, including moral, dog- 
matic, pastoral and ascetical theology, 
apologetics, Scriptural exegesis, canon 
law, liturgy, Church history, catechetics 
and homiletics, to which are added 
sociology and plain chant. 


In the photograph at the bottom of 
the opposite page our first and second 
year junior seminarians are shown 
standing by the statue of the $.V.D. 
founder, Father Arnold Janssen. They 
are, from left to right: Frater James 
Carter, S.V. D., Natchez, Miss.; Frater 
Kenneth Watson, §.V. D., Colon, Pan- 
ama; Frater Gerald Lewis, S.V.D., 
Panama Canal Zone; Frater Verlin Le- 
Doux, S.V.D., Lake Charles, La.; 
Frater Thaddeus Boucree, §S.V. D., 
New Orleans, La.; Frater Leonard 
Olivier, S.V.D., Lake Charles, La.; 
and Frater John LaBauve, §S.V.D., 
Abbeville, La. 


SEMINARY 


Those in the picture are, from left to 
right: Fraters Carlos Lewis, §.V.D. 
(Panama Canal Zone) and Vernon 
Dauphin, S.V.D. (Opelousas, La.) ; 
Father John Kemper, S.V.D., prefect 
of scholastics, Frater Mark Figaro, 
S.V.D. (Lafayette, La.), Father Ar- 
thur Winters, S.V.D. (Pleasantville, 
N. J.), Fraters William Adams, §.V. D. 
(Cambridge, Mass.), Joseph Francis, 
S.V.D. (Lafayette, La.) and Curtis 
Washington, S.V.D. (Coconut Grove, 
Florida. ) 
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MAJOR SEMINARIANS 


‘DURING AN ORDINATION MASS AT ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 


The Goal -- ORDINATION 


During the last four years of the 
seminary course, the seminarian is ele- 
vated gradually through several impor- 


tant steps to the final goal of his semi- 
nary days — ordination to the priest- 
hood. 

The first of these important steps is 
the Tonsure, by which the seminarian 
becomes a cleric of the Catholic Church, 
a man specially set apart for the service 
of God. The Tonsure, like all the fol- 


lowing steps, is conferred by the Bishop. 

The next four steps, known as Minor 
Orders, confer on the seminarian the 
office of church porter, reader, exorcist, 
and acolyte, 

The last three steps are known as 
Major Orders or Holy Orders, and 
constitute the seventh Sacrament of the 
Church. Through the first of these the 
seminarian becomes a subdeacon, whose 
privilege it is to assist the deacon, 

especially at Solemn 
High Mass. Through 
the second Major Or- 
der the subdeacon be- 
comes a deacon with 
the privilege of assist- 
ing the priest at Mass 
and other liturgical 
functions. The final 
step is the ordination 
to the priesthood it- 
self. 


The. young men, about 

to be ordained to the 

priesthood, lie prostrate 

before the altar while 

the Bishop, priests and 

congregation pray for 
them 


Glorious Reward -- FIRST HOLY MASS 


“T will go to the Altar of God....” (Psalm 42:4) 


The Seminary Faculty 


Left to right (1st row): Revs. Christian Baker, S.V.D., ass’t rector; John Kemper, S.V.D., 
ass’t provincial and prefect of scholastics; Very Rev. Joseph F. Eckert, S.V.D., provincial; 
Very Rev. Joseph Busch, S.V.D., rector; Rev. Lawrence Friedel, S.V.D., novice master of 
Brothers; (2nd row) Revs. Leo Woods, S.V.D., Herman Hagen, S.V.D., Clarence Howard, 
S.V.D., and John Kist, S.V.D.; (top row) Revs. Ervin Bauer, S.V.D., Hubert Posjena, 
S.V. D., prefect of students, Williani Schaps, S.V.D., Lawrence Dudink, S.V.D., and 
Norbert Schuler, S.V. D. 
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“I will go to the Altar of God....” (Psalm 42:4) 


The Seminary Faculty 


Left to right (1st row): Revs. Christian Baker, S.V.D., ass’t rector; John Kemper, S.V.D., 
ass’t provincial and prefect of scholastics; Very Rev. Joseph F. Eckert, S.V.D., provincial; 
Very Rev. Joseph Busch, S.V.D., rector; Rev. Lawrence Friedel, S.V.D., novice master of 
Brothers; (2nd row) Revs. Leo Woods, S.V.D., Herman Hagen, S.V.D., Clarence Howard, 
S.V.D., and John Kist, S.V.D.; (top row) Revs. Ervin Bauer, S.V.D., Hubert Posjena, 
S.V.D., prefect of students, William Schaps, S.V.D., Lawrence Dudink, S.V.D., and 
Norbert Schuler, S.V. D. 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 
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JUST AFTER THE FIRST ORDINATION AT ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY IN 1934. 
These were the first Negro S.V.D. priests ever ordained, and the occasion marked the first 
time in the United States that more than one Negro priest was ordained at one and the 
same ordination 


ST. AUGUSTINE'S FIRST ORDINATION 


>_> 
The chapel could 
by no means ac- 
commodate the 
crowd of visitors 
who came from 
several States. So 
the ordination was 
held in a big tent 

erected on the 
campus 


(Below) The first 

Negro s.°¥. D. 

priests —- Fathers 
Smith, Wade, 
Rousseve and 

Bourges — as they 

looked at the time 

of their ordination 
II years ago 
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THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN IN 1934 IN ST. LOUIS’ CATHEDRAL, NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
where three of the newly ordained Negro S.V.D. priests had been invited to celebrate a 
Solemn High Mass, opening the Knights of Peter Claver’s Convention in that city. Father 
Vincent Smith was celebrant and Fathers Anthony Bourges and Maurice Rousseve were 


deacon and subdeacon respectively. 


The fourth priest, Father Francis Wade, was the 


master of ceremonies 


NEGRO PRIESTS IN THE UNITED STATES TODAY 


The important part played by St. 
Augustine’s Seminary of Bay Saint 
Louis, Miss., in the formation of a Ne- 
gro clergy in the United States may be 
gauged from the fact that from 1854, 
when the first American Negro priest, 
Father James A. Healy, was ordained, 
till the beginning of 1934, when the 
first class of St. Augustine’s Seminary 
was ready for ordination — a span of 
80 years — only 14 Negro priests had 
been ordained; while from 1934 till to- 
day, a period of only 11 years, almost 
twice that number (namely 26) have 
been ordained. All but seven of these 
are products of St. Augustine’s. 

Two Negro priests have gone to 
Trinidad to do missionary work; a 
third is doing mission work in British 


Honduras. Three others are working 
as missionaries in Africa. 

In the United States today there are 
21 Negro. priests, namely: Fathers 
Norman DuKkKette, Charles Logan, An- 
thony Bourges, S.V. D., Maurice Rous- 
seve, §.V.D., Vincent Smith, S.V. D., 
Francis Wade, S.V,D., Leroy Lane, 
William Grau (Army Chaplain), Clar- 
ence Howard, S.V. D., Marcus Glover, 


W.F., John W. Bowman, §&.V.D. 
(Army Chaplain), Leo Woods, S.V.D., 
Leander Martin, S.V.D., Maxine 
Williams, S.V.D., Richard Winters, 


S.V. D., Chester Ball, S.S.J., Alexander 
Leedie, §.V. D., Harold Perry, S.V. D., 


Arthur C. Winters, S.V.D., Austin 
Chachere, M.S.SS.T., and Thomas 
Jones. 
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THE FRUIT OF 
25 YEARS 


ss + 
REV. VINCENT SMITH, S.vV. D. 


3orn in Lebanon, Ky. Entered semi- 
nary 1921. Ordained May, 1934. Ap- 
pointed assistant pastor of Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church, Lafayette, La. 
Engaged in conducting missions and 
retreats from 1939 till 1940 when ap- 
pointed assistant at St. Elizabeth’s 
Church, Chicago, Ill. Appointed to help 
establish a Negro mission in Asbury 
Park, N. J., in 1943. At present pastor 
of the Church of Our Lady of the Di- 


vine Shepherd, Trenton, N. J. 


REV. MAURICE ROUSSEVE, S.V. D. 


3orn in New Orleans, La. Entered 
seminary 1920. Ordained May, 1934. 
First appointment as assistant at Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Church, La- 
fayette, La. In 1938 appointed assist- 
ant at Church of Our Lady of Perpet- 


ual Help, St. Martinville, La. Now 


pastor of the same church since 1942. 
174 
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REV. ANTHONY BOURGES, S.V. D. 


Born in Lafayette, La. Entered semi- 
nary 1921. Ordained May, 1934. First 


appointment as assistant at Immaculate 


Heart of Mary Church, Lafayette, La. 
Appointed to St. Benedict the Moor 
Mission in Duson, La., 1937, Pastor of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 


Lafayette, La., since 1939. 


REV. FRANCIS WADE, S.V. D. 


Born in Washington, D.C. Entered 
seminary 1924. Ordained May, 1934. 
First appointment as assistant at Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Church, La- 
fayette, La. Appointed assistant of St. 
Benedict the Moor Church in 1937. 
Pastor of the same church since 1939. 


175 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


THE FRUIT OF 
25 YEARS 


+ a 
REV. VINCENT SMITH, S.V. D. 


in Lebanon, Ky. Entered semi- 


nary 192]. 


()rdained May, 1934. Ap- 
pointed assistant pastor of Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church, lafayette. La. 


engaged in conducting missions and 


retreats from 1939 till 1940 when ap- 
pointed assistant at St. Elizabeth's 
Church, Chicago, Il. Appointed to help 
Negro. mission in 


in 1943, 


establish a 


Park Ne 


\sbury 
\t present pastor 


of the Church of Our Lady of the Di- 


vine Shepherd, Trenton, N. ‘le 


REV. MAURICE ROUSSEVE, S.V. D. 


New 
1920. 


Born in Orleans, La. Entered 


seminary Ordained May, 1934, 


First appointment as assistant at Im- 


maculate Heart of Mary Church, La- 
fayette, La. In 1938 appointed assist- 
ant at Church of Our Lady of Perpet- 
ual Help, St. Martinville, La. Now 
pastor of the same church since 1942. 
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REV. ANTHONY BOURGES, S.V. D. 


Born in Lafayette, La. Entered semi- 


nary 1921. Ordained May, 1934. First 


appointment as assistant at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church, Lafayette, La. 
Appointed to St. Benedict the Moor 
Mission in Duson, La., 1937, Pastor of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 


Lafavette, La., since 1939. 


REV. FRANCIS WADE, S.V. D. 


Born in’ Washington, D.C. Entered 
seminary 1924. Ordained May, 

First appointment as assistant at 
maculate Ileart of Mary Church, 
favette, La. .\ppointed assistant of 
Benedict the Moor Church in 


Pastor of the satne church since 


REV. PHILIP MARIN 


Born in Stann Creek, British Honduras. 
Entered seminary 1921. Ordained No- 
vember, 1934, for the Vicariate of 
Belize, British Honduras, Now serving 
as assistant at Sacred Heart Church in 
Stann Creek, Br. Honduras. 


REV. CLARENCE HOWARD, S.V.D. 


Born in Rocky Mount, N. C. Entered 
seminary 1926. Ordained May, 1937. 
First appointment as assistant at Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Church, La- 
fayette, La. At present editor of Sv. 
AUGUSTINE’s MESSENGER and engaged 
in conducting missions and retreats 
since 1939, 
© 


REV. JOSEPH BOWERS, S.V.D. 


Born in Roseau, Dominica, British 
West Indies. Entered seminary 1928. 
Sent to Rome for final year of study, 
and ordained there in January, 1939. 
Appointed as a missionary to Accra, 
z0ld Coast, British West Africa, in 
1939, and now in charge of the Catholic 
Mission in Agomanya. Recently ap- 
pointed consultor to the Prefect Apos- 
tolic of Accra, 
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REV. GEORGE CHACHERE, S.V.D. 


Born in Opelousas, La. Entered semi- 
nary 1925. Sent to Rome for final year 
of study, and ordained there in Janu- 
ary, 1939. Returned to the States at the 
close of the school year to receive ap- 
pointment, but died on August 15, 


1939, a few days after celebrating his 
First Solemn Mass in Opelousas. He 
. is buried in the cemetery of St. Au- 
gustine’s Seminary. 


REV. JOHN BOWMAN, S.V.D. 


3orn in Washington, D.C. Entered 
seminary in 1926. Ordained January, 
1939. First appointment as assistant at 
St. Benedict the Moor Church, Duson, 
La. In 1941 appointed assistant of Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Parish, La- 
fayette, La. Entered U. S. Army as a 
chaplain in August, 1942. Now serving 
in the Pacific with the rank of captain. 


REV. JOHN DAUPHINE, S.V. D. 
Born in New Iberia, La. Entered semi- 
nary 1925. Ordained January, 1939. 
First appointment as missionary to the 
Gold Coast of British West Africa, 
where he is now in charge of the Cath- 
olic Mission in Nsawam. 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


REV. PHILIP MARIN 
Born in Stann Creek. British Honduras. 
entered seminary 1921. Ordained No- 
vember, 1934, for the Vicariate of 
Belize, British Honduras. Now serving 
as assistant at Sacred Heart Chureh in 
Stann Creek, Br. Honduras. 


REV. CLARENCE HOWARD, S.V.D. 


Born in Rocky Mount, N. C. Kntered 
seminary 1926, Ordained May, 1937, 
First appointment as assistant at Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Church, [.a- 
fayette, La. At present editor of Sr. 
AUGUSTINE'S MESSENGER and engaged 
In conducting missions and retreats 
since 1939, 
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and ordained there in January, 1939, 
\ppointed as a missionary to Accra. 
Gold Coast, British West Africa, in 
1939, and now in charge of the Catholic 
Mission in Agomanya, Recently ap- 
pointed consultor to the Prefect Apos- 
tolic of cera, 
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REV. GEORGE CHACHERE, S.V. D. 


Born in Opelousas, La. Entered semi- 
nary 1925. Sent to Rome for final year 
of study, and ordained there in Janu- 
ary, 1939, Returned to.the States at the 
close of the school year to receive ap- 
pointment, but died on August 15, 
1939, a few days after celebrating his 
First Solemn Mass in Opelousas. He 
is buried in the cemetery of St. Au- 
gustine’s Seminary, 


REV. JOHN BOWMAN, S.V. D. 


Born in’ Washington, D.C. Entered 
seminary in 1926, Ordained January, 
1939, Virst appointment as assistant at 
St. Benedict the Moor Church, Duson, 
la. In 1941 appointed assistant of Im- 
maculate Hleart of Mary Parish. ta 
favette, La. Entered U.S, Army as.a 
chaplain in Nugust, 1942. 


Now serving 
in the Pacific with the rank of captain. 


REV. JOHN DAUPHINE, S.V. D. 
Born in New Iberia, La. Iéntered semi- 
nary 1925, Ordained January, 1939, 
First appointment as missionary to the 
Gold Coast of British West Africa. 
where he is now in charge of the Cath- 
olic Mission in Nsawam. 
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REV. JOHN KIST, S.V.D. 


Born in Johnstown, Pa. Entered semi- 
nary 1925, Ordained January, 1939. 
First appointment as assistant prefect 
of students at St. Augustine’s. Ap- 
pointed seminary procurator from 1940 
to 1943. Now professor of mathematics 


on the seminary faculty. 


REV. LEO WOODS, S.V. D. 


Born in Kokomo, Ind. Entered semi- 
nary 1926. Ordained January, 1939. 
First appointment as assistant at Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Parish, La- 
fayette, La. In 1940 appointed assistant 
to Church of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, St. Martinville, La. Now on the 
teaching staff of the seminary since 
1942, and also appointed this year 
(1945) as a consultor on the seminary 
house council, 


REV. LEANDER MARTIN, S.V. D. 


Born in Grand Coteau, La. Entered 
seminary 1925. Ordained January, 1941. 
First appointment as assistant at St. 
Benedict the Moor Church, Duson, La. 
Since 1942 assistant at the Church of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. Mar- 
tinville, La., and also in charge of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Mission at St. 
John, La. 


REV. GEORGE WILSON, S.V. D. 
Born in New York City. Entered semi- 
nary 1928. Ordained January, 1941. 
Appointed as a missionary to Accra, 


Gold Coast, British West Africa in 
1941, and is now in charge of the Cath- 
olic Mission in Korforidua. 


REV. ALEXANDER LEEDIE, S.V. D. 


Born in Mt. Vernon, N. Y. Entered 
seminary 1930. Ordained October, 1941. 
In 1942 appointed assistant at _Immacu- 
late Heart of. Mary Church, Lafayette, 
La. Since 1944 assistant at St.» Peter 
Claver’s Church, Asbury Park, N. J 


REV. MAXINE WILLIAMS, S.V. D. 


Born in Bay St. Louis, Miss. Entered 
seminary 1928. Ordained January, 1941. 
Appointed assistant at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church, Lafayette, La., 
where he is stationed at present. 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


REV. JOHN KIST, S.V. D. 


Born in Johnstown, Pa. Entered semi- 
nary 1925, Ordained January, 1939, 
l‘irst appointment as assistant prefect 
of students at St. Augustine's. Ap- 
pointed seminary procurator from 1940 
to 1943. Now professor of mathematics 
on the seminary faculty, 


REV. LEO WOODS, S.V. D. 


Born in Kokomo, Ind, Entered semi- 
nary 1926. Ordained January, 1939, 
First appointment as assistant at Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Parish, [,a- 
favette, La. In 1940 appointed assistant 
to Church of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, St. Martinville. la. Now on the 
teaching staff of the seminary since 
1942, and also appointed _ this year 
(1945) as a consultor on the seminar\ 


house council. 
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REV. LEANDER MARTIN, S.V. D. 
Born in Grand Coteau, La. Entered 
seminary 1925, Ordained January, 1941, 
Mirst appointment as assistant at. St. 
l’enedict the Moor Church, Duson, La. 
Since 1942 assistant at the Church of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. Mar- 
tinville, La.. and also in charge of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Mission at St. 
John, La. 


REV. GEORGE WILSON, S.V. D. 
Born in New York City. Entered semi- 
1928. 1941, 
Appointed as a missionary to Accra, 
Gold Coast, West 
1941, and is now in charge of the Cath- 


nary Ordained January, 


British Africa in 


olic Mission in Korforidua. 


REV. ALEXANDER LEEDIE, S.V. D. 


Born in Mt. Vernon, N. Y. Entered 
seminary 1930. Ordained October, 1941. 
In 1942 appointed assistant at Immacu- 
late Heart of Mary Church, Lafayette. 
La. Since 1944 assistant at St. Peter 
Claver’s Church, Asbury Park, N, J. 


REV. MAXINE WILLIAMS, S.V. D. 


Miss. lntered 
seminary 1928, ©rdained January, 1941. 


Born in Bay St. Louis, 


assistant at Immaculate 


Appointed 


Heart of Mary Church, Lafavette. La., 


] 


where he is stationed at present. 


REV. HAROLD PERRY, S.V. D. 


Born in Lake Charles, La. Entered 


seminary 1930. Ordained January, 1944. ° 


assistant at Immaculate 


Appointed 
Heart of Mary Church, Lafayette, La., 


where he is still stationed. 


TWO PRIESTLY BROTHERS 


REV. ARTHUR ‘WINTERS, S.V. D. 
Born in Atlantic City, N. J. Entered 
seminary 1934. Ordained January, 1945. 


Appointed to the faculty of St. Augus- 


tine’s Seminary. 
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REV. RICHARD WINTERS, S.V.D. 
Born in Atlantic City, N. J. Entered 
seminary 1929, Ordained January, 1941. 
First appointment to the teaching staff 
at St. Augustine’s Seminary. Since 
1942 assistant at Our Lady of Perpet- 
ual Help Church, St. Martinville, La., 
and also in charge of St. Anthony’s 
Mission in Cade, La. 


REV. FRATER WILLIAM ADAMS, S.V. D. 
Born in Cambridge, Mass. Entered 


seminary 1936. Ordained deacon De- 


cember, 1944. Will be ordained to the 
priesthood September 29, 1945. 


Retreat for Laymen 


In this Silver Jubilee year of its 
founding, St. Augustine’s Seminary has 
inaugurated what it hopes will grow 
into a_ well-attended annual affair, 
namely, a closed retreat for men. 

According to the Constitutions of the 
Society of the Divine Word, our reli- 
gious houses and seminaries are to re- 
main open to laymen who wish to make 
a spiritual retreat. Such annual lay 
retreats have been 
seminary in Techny, IIl., for 


conducted in our 
many 
years, and we considered this Jubilee 
year a good time to introduce the cus- 
tom into the Southland. 

On Friday evening, July 27, thirty- 
five colored Catholic men arrived at St. 
Augustine’s to begin their first closed 
retreat. The retreat was conducted by 
Father Clarence Howard, S.V.D., and 
ended on Sunday at 4:00 P.M. 


SCENE FROM THE PORCH OF THE FACULTY RESIDENCE — St. Augustine’s Seminary 
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REV. RICHARD WINTERS, S.V. D. 
Born in Atlantic City, N. J. Entered 
seminary 1929, Ordained January, 1941. 
First appointment to the teaching staff 
at St. Augustine’s Seminary. Since 
1942 assistant at Our Lady of Perpet- 
ual Help Church, St. Martinville, La., 
and also in charge of St. Anthony's 
Mission in Cade, La. 


Retreat for Laymen 


In this Silver Jubilee year of its 
founding, St. .\ugustine’s Seminary has 
inaugurated what it hopes will grow 
into a_ well-attended annual affair, 
namely, a closed retreat for men. 

According to the Constitutions of the 
Society of the Divine Word, our reli 
gious houses and seminaries are to re 
main open to laymen who wish to make 
a spiritual retreat. Such annual lay 
retreats have been conducted in ow 
seminary in) Techny, Ill. for many 
vears, and we considered this Jubilee 
year a good time to introduce the cus 
tom into the Southland, 

On Friday evening. July 27, thirty 
five colored Catholic men arrived at St. 
Augustine's to begin their first: closed 
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Parishes and Missions Under the Care of Negro S.V.D. Priests 
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CHURCH, RECTORY AND SCHOOL OF THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
LAFAYETTE, LA. 
2,280 parishioners, 300 pupils, 8 Sisters 


ST. JOHN VIANNEY CHURCH AND SCHOOL, MOUTON SWITCH, LA. 
600 parishioners, 180 pupils, 2 lay. teachers 


(Below) CHURCH AND SCHOOL OF OUR LADY OF 
THE DIVINE SHEPHERD, TRENTON, N. J. 
231 parishioners, 107 pupils, 5 Sisters 
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ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR CHURCH 
AND SCHOOL, DUSON, LA. 


493 parishioners, 88 pupils, 2 lay teachers 


a 


CHURCH, RECTORY AND SCHOOL OF OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
ST. MARTINVILLE, LA. 
2,067 parishioners, 304 pupils, 2 Sisters and 3 lay teachers 
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BLESSED MARTIN DE PORRES CHURCH, SCOTT, LA. 700 parishioners 


(Below) ST. ANTHONY’S CHURCH, CADE, LA. 
560 parishioners 


CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF PER- (0 Se ee eae 
PETUAL HELP, ST. JOHN, LA. = 
490 parishioners 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


Parishes and Missions Under the Care of Negro S.V.D. Priests 
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LAFAYETTE, LA. 
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ST. JOHN VIANNEY CHURCH AND SCHOOL, MOUTON SWITCH, LA. 
600 parishioners, 180 pupils, 2 lay teachers 
(Below) CHURCH AND SCHOOL OF OUR LADY OF 
THE DIVINE SHEPHERD, TRENTON, N. di? 

231 parishioners, 107 pupils, 5 Sisters 


ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR CHURCH 
AND SCHOOL, DUSON, LA. 


493 parishioners, 88 pupils, 2 lay teachers 
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CHURCH, RECTORY AND SCHOOL OF OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
ST. MARTINVILLE, LA. 
2,067 parishioners, 304 pupils, 2 Sisters and 3 lay teachers 


‘ 


BLESSED MARTIN DE PORRES CHURCH, SCOTT, LA. 7oo parishioners 


CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF PER- 
PETUAL HELP, ST. JOHN, LA. 
490 parishioners 
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(Below) ST. ANTHONY’S CHURCH, CADE, LA. 
560 parishioners 


THE BROTHERS’ COMMUNITY 
Left to right (seated): Brothers Lambert and Stillfried; Rev. Lawrence Friedel, novice 
master and spiritual director; Brothers Vincent, Michael and Stephen. (Standing): Brothers 
Peter, Conrad, Bonaventure and Ignatius; Candidate Francis Manning; Brothers Theophane, 
Lawrence, Joseph and Thaddeus 


S.V.D. BROTHERS AT ST. AUGUSTINE'S 


If you should visit St. Augustine’s 
Seminary any time of any day, you 
would most probably see, now here, 
now there, young men, busy about 
many things, performing the tasks 


that Martha performed for the 
Lord. These are our religious lay 
Brothers. These are the fervent 
lovers of Christ who have embraced 
His counsels of perfection. They 


The carpenter shop looks peaceful and quiet from the outside, but Brother Stillfried sees 
to it that it hums with activity on the inside. The white building on the left houses the 
editorial office of ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


have heard and heeded His words: 
“Tf thou wilt be perfect, sell what 
thou hast... and come follow Me.” 

St. Augustine’s Seminary, found- 
ed in 1920, afforded colored youth 
an opportunity to serve God as mis- 
sionary priests in the religious state. 
Still something was missing. The 
Fathers realized that there were 


BROTHERS VINCENT 
AND CONRAD 


the two first Negro 


Brothers to be pro- 

fessed as members of 

the Society of the Di- 

vine Word. They came 

to St. Augustine’s in 
1934 


>> 
A postulant for the 
Brotherhood is admit- 
ted to the novitiate 
and receives the reli- 
gious habit 


TWO POSTULANTS AND A CANDIDATE 

Postulants Peter Horne (Augusta, Ga.) and 

Walter Johnson (Montgomery, Ala.) are pre- 

paring to enter the Brothers’ novitiate in 

November. Candidate Charles Edelen (Spring- 

field, Ky.) hopes to follow them as soon as 
possible 


other fine colored young men, an- 
xious to serve God as religious, but 
not having a vocation to the priest- 
hood. Although a few attempts to 
establish a religious Brotherhood for 
colored youth had been made by 
some religious congregations, they 
had not been successful. 

In 1934 the Society of the Divine 
Word founded a religious Brother- 
hood for colored young men at St. 
Augustine’s Seminary. Two fine 
young men applied for admission 
that same year. Today they are in 
perpetual vows. At the present 
time the community of Brothers 
comprises 3 white and 13 colored 
members. Three Negro Brothers 
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many things, performing the tasks 
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Brothers. These are the fervent 
lovers of Christ who have embraced 
His counsels of perfection. They 


The carpenter shop looks peaceful and quiet from the outside, but Brother Stillfried sees 
to it that it hums with activity on the inside. The white building on the left houses the 
editorial office of ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


have heard and heeded His words: 
“Tf thou wilt be perfect, sell what 
thou hast... and come follow Me.” 

St. Augustine’s Seminary, found- 
ed in 1920, afforded colored youth 
an opportunity to serve God as mis- 
sionary priests in the religious state. 
Still something was missing. The 


Fathers realized that there were 
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TWO POSTULANTS AND A CANDIDATE 

Postulants Peter Horne (Augusta, Ga.) and 

Walter Johnson (Montgomery, Ala.) are pre- 

paring to enter the Brothers’ novitiate in 

November. Candidate Charles Edelen (Spring- 

field, Ky.) hopes to follow them as soon as 
possible 


other fine colored young men, an 
xious to serve God as religious, but 
not having a vocation to the priest- 
hood. Although a few attempts to 
establish a religious Brotherhood for 
colored youth had been made by 
some religious congregations, they 
had not been successful. 

In 1934 the Society of the Divine 
Word founded a religious Brother 
hood for colored young men at St. 
fine 
young men applied for admission 
that same year. Today they are in 
perpetual vows. At the present 
time the community of Brothers 


Augustine’s Seminary. Two 


comprises 3 white and 13 colored 
members. Three Negro Brothers 


IN THE SEMINARY KITCHEN 
Brothers Vincent and Michael and a 
postulant “carry on” 


are in perpetual vows, with two 
more scheduled to profess theirs on 
November first. Five are in tem- 
poral vows and three are preparing 
for their novitiate. 

An aspirant for the Brotherhood 
passes through three stages of prep- 
aration. The first one, the postu- 
lancy, lasts for six months. When 


the postulant has proved faithful to 
the duties assigned him he enters 
the novitiate, where, for two years, 
he becomes more and more ac- 
guainted with the knowledge and 
practice of the fundamentals of re- 


IN THE LAUNDRY DEPARTMENT 
Brothers Bonaventure and Thaddeus 
have full charge 


ligious life. The Brother novice 
also learns something of the his- 
tory, spirit, rules and regulations of 
the Society of the Divine Word of 
which he desires to become a life 
member. 

Upon completion of his novitiate, 
the young man professes the three 
vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obe- 
dience for a period of one year. He 
makes these temporal vows annu- 
ally for three years, then he takes the 
vows for a period of three years. 
Then in preparation for the tremen- 
dous step he is next to take, that is, 


THE BROTHERS 
enjoy a good game of (Below) 
volleyball during BROTHER 
recreation IGNATIUS 
knows how scarce red 
(Below) points are, so he 
BROTHER JOSEPH takes good care of 


manages to get good the poultry farm and 
results from our farm the “porkers” 


BROTHER CONRAD 


is a busy man. His 
jobs as sacristan and 
manager of the house- 
cleaning department 
require so much at- 
tention that he can 
barely scrape together 
enough time to keep 
the bookbindery 
running 


(Below) 
BROTHER PETER 


gets a haircut from 
the versatile Brother 
Vincent 


the profession of the three vows for 
life, he is given another year of no- 
Vitiate training, after which he 
makes his final profession, binding 
himself to the exclusive service of 
God for life. 

There is little glamor or pub- 
licity attached to the life of a re- 
ligious lay Brother. During the 
day, he is occupied with various 
duties, spiritual and manual. Nu- 
merous opportunities are given him 
to use what skill he possesses. The 

(Continued on page 191) 


Suggested Ways 
to Help St. Augustine's Carry 
on Its Good Work 


Pray for the success of our work. 
Share in the blessings of training 
future missionaries. Make a Schol- 
arship ($5,000) available, or con- 
tribute towards the completion of a 
Burse. 

Adopt a seminarian and pay his 
tuition and board for one year 
($250) ; for one month ($25). 
Donations, no matter how small, are 
always helpful. 

Remember St. Augustine’s Seminary 
in your will, 

Take out an §.V. D. Annuity, 
formation sent on request ) 
Subscribe for yourself and others to 
St. AUGUSTINE’s MESSENGER — 
$1.00 a year. Good reading, inter- 
esting news and pictures of Negro 
Mission Work. 

Enroll in the Mission Mass League. 
(Information sent on request) 
Gifts of library books, typewriters, 
musical instruments, cancelled stamps 
and old rosaries will be appreciated 
and put to use. 

. Interest your friends in the work 
of the Seminary, and encourage 
vocations to the Priesthood and 
Brotherhood among Negro boys. 


(In- 


187 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


IN THE SEMINARY KITCHEN 
Brothers Vincent and Michael and a 
postulant “carry on” 


are in perpetual vows, with two 
more scheduled to profess theirs on 
November first. Five are in tem- 
poral vows and three are preparing 
for their novitiate. 

An aspirant for the Brotherhood 
passes through three stages of prep- 
aration. The first one, the postu- 
lancy, lasts for six months. When 
the postulant has proved faithful to 


A 


I 

the duties assigned him he enters 
the novitiate, where, for two years, 
he becomes more and more ac- 
guainted with the knowledge and 
practice of the fundamentals of re- 


IN THE LAUNDRY DEPARTMENT 
Brothers Bonaventure and Thaddeus 
have full charge 


ligious life. The Brother novice 
also learns something of the _his- 
tory, spirit, rules and regulations of 
the Society of the Divine Word of 
which he desires to becdme a life 
member. 

Upon completion of his novitiate, 


vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obe- 
dience for a period of one year. He 
makes these temporal vows annu 
ally for three years, then he takes the 
vows for a period of three years. 
Then in preparation for the tremen- 
dous step he is next to take, that 1s, 


THE BROTHERS 
enjoy a good game of 
volleyball during 
recreation 


(Below) 
BROTHER JOSEPH 
manages to get good 
results from our farm 


(Below) 


BROTHER 
IGNATIUS 


knows how scarce re 
points are, so h 
takes good care o 
the poultry farm an 
the “porkers” 


BROTHER CONRAD 


is a busy man. His 
jobs as sacristan and 
manager of the house- 
cleaning department 
require so much at- 
tention that he can 
barely scrape together 
enough time to keep 
the bookbindery 
running 


(Below) 
BROTHER PETER 


gets a haircut from 
the versatile Brother 
Vincent 


the profession of the three vows for 
life, he is given another year of no- 


Vitiate training, after which he 
makes his final profession, binding 
himself to the exclusive service of 
God for life. 

There is little glamor or pub- 
licity attached to the life of a re- 
ligious lay Brother. During the 
day, he is occupied with various 
duties, spiritual and manual. Nu- 
merous opportunities are given him 
to use what skill he possesses. The 


(Continued on page 191) 


Suggested Ways 
to Help St. Augustine's Carry 
on Its Good Work 


Pray for the success of our work 
Share in the blessings of training 
future missionaries, Make a Schol 
arship ($5,000) available, or con 
tribute towards the completion of a 
urse, 

Adopt a 
tuition 

($250); 


seminarian and pay lis 
and board for 
for one month 


one year 

($25). 
Donations, no matter how small. are 
always helpful. 
Remember St. .\ugustine’s Seminary 
in your will, 
Take out an S.V.D. Annuity, (In 
formation sent on request ) 
Subseribe for yourself and others to 
St. .VCGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 
$1.00 a vear, Good reading, inter 
esting news and pictures of Negro 
Mission Work, 
Inroll in the Mission Mass League. 
(Information sent on request ) 
Gifts of library books, typewriters, 
musical instruments, cancelled stamps 
and old rosaries will be appreciated 
and put to use, 
. Interest your friends in the work 
of the Seminary, and encourage 
vocations to the Priesthood and 
Brotherhood among Negro boys. 
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359 Students Attended St. Augustine's 
During the Past 25 Years 


During the 25 years of its existence, 
St. Augustine’s Seminary has enrolled 
a total of 359 students. Of this number 
2 died while still students, 73 are still 


studying for the priesthood (13 in. 


other seminaries), 6 changed over to 
the Brotherhood (4 in the Society of 
the Divine Word and 2 in other reli- 
gious orders), and 27 have been or- 
dained as priests (18 as S.V. D.’s, 7 as 
secular priests, and 2 as members of 
other religious orders). These add up 
to 108, just about 30% of the total of 
359 students enrolled. 

These students came from 30 States, 
the District of Columbia, 2 U. S. Pos- 
sessions, and 10 other countries as fol- 
lows (places of birth are given): 


Alabama 9, Arkansas 7, California 1, 
Connecticut 1, District of Columbia 17, 
Florida 4, Georgia 5, Illinois 17, Indi- 
ana 12, lowa 2, Kansas 2, Kentucky 18, 
Louisiana 124, Maryland 13, Massa- 
chusetts 3, Michigan 1, Mississippi 15, 
Missouri 20, Nebraska 2, New Jersey 
2, New York 13, North Carolina 6, 
Ohio 7, Oklahoma 1, Rhode Island 1, 
Pennsylvania 15, South Carolina 1, 
Tennessee 2, Texas 13, Virginia 2, and 
Washington 1. Panama Canal Zone 3, 
and Puerto Rico 1. 

British Guiana 1, British Honduras 
7, Canada 1, Dominica 1, Dominican 
Republic 1, French West Indies 1, 
Haiti 1, Jamaica 2, Mexico 1, and the 
Republic of Panama 2. 


THE LARGEST CLASS 


The ordination class of 1939 was the largest in the history of St. Augustine’s Seminary. ; 
Reading from left to right are Fathers Chachere, Woods, Bowers, Kist, Dauphiné and Bowman 
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LETTERS 
FROM MEMBERS OF THE HIERARCHY 
on the Occasion of Our Silver Jubilee 


“T trust that the celebration on that date (October 16th) will be most successful and pro- 
ductive of many and abundant blessings.” *’ AMLETO GIOVANNI CICOGNANI 
Archbishop of Laodicea 
Apostolic Delegate 


“TI congratulate you heartily on so happy an occasion; but still more on all the good that 
your Seminary has done since its foundation. It is my trust that it may continue to flourish.” 
* DENNIS CARDINAI, DOUGHERTY 
Archbishop of Philadelphia 


“Accept my congratulations on the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of your work at St. Augustine’s 
Seminary. It has been a truly apostolic work and will bear great fruits for the Church, you 
may be sure.” * JOSEPH E. RITTER 

Archbishop of Indianapolis 


“T am delighted to learn ... that in October St. Augustine’s Seminary will celebrate its 
Silver Jubilee. This will give a chance to us to express our appreciation of the work which has 
been done and is being done at this seminary for Holy Church.” 

* SAMUEL A. STRITCH 
Archbishop of Chicago 


“I offer my hearty congratulations and pray that God's blessings will continue to be showered 
upon your great work for our Colored people.” * JOSEPH SCHREMBS 
Archbishop Bishop of Cleveland 
“I pray that God will continue to bless and prosper the valiant efforts that you are making 
in this work so vital to the future of the Church in this country.” 
* EDWARD D. HOWARD 
Archbishop of Portland 


“May I congratulate you in advance and express the prayerful wish that the occasion may 
be one of great joy in the spirit of thanksgiving and hopeful expectation that God may continue 
to bless most abundantly the apostolic work to which your Society is dedicated.” 

* JOSEPH F. RUMMEL 
Archbishop of New Orleans 


“You are doing a very fine work, and I think you are driving a good wedge to split the 
difficulty of dealing with the Colored man.” * CHRISTOPHER E. BYRNE 
Bishop of Galveston 


“My most sincere congratulations to you and all the other members of the Faculty as well 
as the students of St. Augustine’s.” * ALBERT L. FLETCHER 
Auxiliary Bishop of Little Rock 


“I have visited the Seminary on two occasions and 1 know the splendid work that is being 
accomplished and my congratulations are hereby offered as well as my commendation of the 
sacrifices and courage involved.” * JAMES A. GRIFFIN 

Bishop of Springfield in Illinois 


“Let me add my congratulations to the Society of the Divine Word for the great and notable 
benefits which have accrued to the Church in America from the ministrations of those noble 
young Levites who, during the past twenty-five years, have been educated at Saint Augustine’s 
Seminary.” * BARTHOLOMEW J. EUSTACE 

Bishop of Camden 


“I pray your celebration will be a success in every way; I congratulate St. Augustine’s on 
the work done this quarter of a century, and I ask God's blessing on its future.” 
* GEORGE J. DONNELLY 
Auxiliary Bishop of St. Louis 


“I am deeply gratified to learn that St. Augustine’s Seminary is preparing to observe the 
Silver Jubilee of its establishment on behalf of colored aspirants to the Priesthood. ... I shall 
be united with you in spirit and shall ask the good Lord to bless your efforts with abundant 
success.” * RAYMOND A. KEARNEY 

Auxiliary Bishop of Brooklyn 
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359 students enrolled. 

These students came from 30 States. 
the District of Columbia, 2 U. S. Pos- 
sessions, and 10 other countries as fol- 
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The ordination class of 1939 was the largest in the history of St. Augustine’s Seminary. 
Reading from left to right are Fathers Chachere, Woods, Bowers, Kist, Dauphiné and Bowman 
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LETTERS 
FROM MEMBERS OF THE HIERARCHY 
on the Occasion of Our Silver Jubilee 


“I trust that the celebration on that date (October 16th) will be most successful and pro- 
ductive of many and abundant blessings.” * AMLETO GIOVANNI CICOGNANI 
Archbishop of Laodicea 
Apostolic Delegate 
“T congratulate you heartily on so happy an occasion; but still more on all the good that 
your Seminary has done since its foundation, It is my trust that it may continue to flourish.” 
& DENNIS CARDINAL DOUGHERTY 
Archbishop of Philadciphia 
“Accept my congratulations on the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of your work at St. Augustine's 
Seminary. It has been a truly apostolic work and will bear great fruits for the Church, you 
may be sure.” * JOSEPH E. RITTER 
Archbishop of Indianapolis 
“T am delighted to learn ... that in October St. Augustine’s Seminary will celebrate its 
Silver Jubilee. This will give a chance to us to express our appreciation of the work which has 
been done and is being done at this seminary for Holy Church.” 
SAMUEL A. STRITCH 
Archbishop of Chicago 
“T offer my hearty congratulations and pray that God's blessings will continue to be showered 
upon your great work for our Colored people.” * JOSEPH SCHREMBS 
elrehbishop Bishop of Cleveland 
“I pray that God will continue to bless and prosper the valiant efforts that you are making 
in this work so vital to the future of the Church in this country.” 
EDWARD D. HOWARD 


archbishop of Portland 


“May I congratulate you in advance and express the prayertul wish that the occasion may 
be one of great joy in the spirit of thanksgiving and hopeful expectation that God may continue 
to bless most abundantly the apostolic work to which your Society is dedicated.” 

~~ JOSEPH F, RUMMEL 
Archbishop of New Orleans 


“You are doing a very fine work, and [ think you are driving a good wedge to split the 
difficulty of dealing with the Colored man.” * CHRISTOPHER FE. BYRNE 
Bishop of Galveston 


“My most sincere congratulations to you and all the other members of the Faculty as well 
as the students of St. Augustine's.” &€ ALBERT L. FLETCHER 
cluxiliary Bishop of Little Kock 


“T have visited the Seminary on two occasions and I know the splendid work that is bem 
accomplished and my congratulations are hereby offered as well as my commendation of the 
sacrifices and courage involved.” JAMES A. GRIFFIN 
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“Let me add my congratulations to the Society of the Divine Word for the great and otal 
benefits whieh have accrued to the Church in America from the ministrations of those noble 
young Levites who, during the past twenty-five years. have been educated at Saint Augustine's 
Seminary.” * BARTHOLOMEW J. EUSTACK 


aS oF fy" ol ent 
Fishop of Cantden 


“[ pray your celebration will be a success in every way; 1 congratulate St. Augustine's o1 
the work done this quarter of a century, and LT ask God's blessing on its future.” 
& GEORGE J. DONNELLY 


eluxiliary Bishop of St. Louis 


“IT am deeply gratified to learn that St. Augustine’s Seminary is preparing to observe the 
Silver Jubilee of its establishment on behalf of colored aspirants to the Priesthood, 1 shall 
be united with you in spirit and shall ask the good Lord to bless your efforts with abundant 
success.” kRAYMOND A. KEARNEY 

nviliary Bishop of Brooklyn 


“Felicitations on this occasion with the prayer that God will continue to bless you and the 
important work you are doing,” * ALOISIUS J. MUENCH 
Bishop of Fargo 


“T wish to take this occasion to congratulate you on the Silver Jubilee of Saint Augustine’s 
Seminary.... I shall remember you and your Fathers in my Mass on that happy occasion.” 
* THOMAS H. McLAUGHLIN 
Bishop of Paterson 


“Please accept my heartiest congratulations and the assurance of my prayers that God may 
‘continue to bless your work for the Church.” ~*~ JOHN M. McNAMARA 
Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore 


“T desire to join with you and your companions in religion in thanking God for the countless 
blessings which have been distributed for a quarter of a century through the spiritual and 
educational services so zealously rendered by St. Augustine’s Seminary.... You may rest 
assured that I shall join in your prayers that God may continue to bless the members of the 
administrative and teaching staffs as well as the student body of St. Augustine’s Seminary so 
that you will realize steadily increasing success in preparing candidates for the holy priesthood 
who will offer their lives and labors for the salvation and sanctification of human souls.” 

* THOMAS E. MOLLOY 
Bishop of Brooklyn 


“Let me offer sincere congratulations on the approaching Silver Jubilee of the founding of 
St. Augustine’s Seminary. During these years of struggle you have achieved a far-reaching 
work in the preparation of Negro youth for the Sacred Priesthood, and in accomplishing this 
much needed work the zeal of the Fathers of the Divine Word has reached far beyond Mississippi 
to inspire and stimulate priests in other Dioceses.... On the day of the celebration it will be my 
privilege to offer Holy Mass in thanksgiving to the Divine Benefactor for your monumental 
achievements.” * CHARLES F. BUDDY 

Bishop of San Diego 


“Let me congratulate you upon the blessings and graces which Our Lord has conferred upon 
your holy work during the past twenty-five years.... I shall ask Almighty God to continue to 
use your Seminary to accomplish a great deal of good for His honor and glory among our 
colored boys.” * KARL J. ALTER 

Bishop of Toledo 


“Your Community certainly has made great progress in Mississippi. Many years ago I had 
occasion to go to Vicksburg. ... On that occasion I visited the foundation of your Colored Work 
in Mississippi, a very modest store building.... I congratulate you on your fine work.and pray 
God to bless you and yours abundantly.” * JOSEPH P. LYNCH 

Bishop of Dallas 


“May I say that I have always felt a deep sympathy for your work, perhaps especially since, 
as a layman I was once professor in the Preparatory Seminary of the Josephite Fathers.... 
I extend to you my sincerest felicitations and pray God to bless your work.” 

* GERALD SHAUGHNESSY, S.M. 
Bishop of Seattle 


“I take this opportunity to congratulate you and the Society of the Divine Word on the 
magnificent work that you are doing for the Colored Youth, and to ask God to bless the 
Society for it.” * WILLIAM T. McCARTY, C.SS.R. 

Military Delegate 


“I congratulate you on your work, and wish you every blessing of God.” 
* JOHN F. O’HARA, C.S.C. 
Bishop of Buffalo 


“I beg you to accept this expression of my congratulation and the assurance of my prayers 
for the prosperity of St. Augustine’s Seminary.” 
* GEORGE L. LEECH 
Bishop of Harrisburg 


“May I congratulate you and the Divine Word Fathers on this great accomplishment of a 
quarter of a century which means so much for a better understanding and a more charitable 
approach to our most difficult racial problem in America.... May the Lord continue to shower 
His blessings upon the Seminary and its fruits in longitudine dierum.” 

~* WILLIAM A. GRIFFIN 
Bishop of Trenton 


MOST REVEREND 
JULES B. JEAN- 
MARD, D.D. 
Bishop of Lafayette 


MOST REVEREND 
WILLIAM A. GRIF- 
FIN, D.D. 
Bishop of Trenton 


These two Bishops have nine Negro priests 
of the Society of the Divine Word doing 
parish work in their dioceses 


The Society of the Divine Word 


(Continued from page 152) 


ca, the Philippine Islands, Dutch 
East Indies, and India. In North 
and South America, taken jointly, 
the priests of the Society have the 
spiritual care of more than five mil- 
lion Catholics. 


The printing and publication of 
Catholic literature also finds its 
place in the S.V. D. mission pro- 
gram. In the United States, the 
Society of the Divine Word pub- 
lishes “The Christian Family and 
Our Missions,” “The Little Mis- 
sionary,” “St. Augustine’s Messen- 
ger” (all monthlies); “Fu Jen,” a 
quarterly spreading interest in the 
Peking University, “St. Michael’s 
Almanac,” and a host of pamphlets, 
booklets, and leaflets. 


Religious communities of women 
associated with the Society of the 


Divine Word are two — The Mis- 
sionary Sisters, Servants of the Holy 
Ghost, and the Congregation of the 
Servants of the Holy Ghost of Per- 
petual Adoration. The first named 
has its American motherhouse at 
Techny, Ill. It numbers about 
3,700 professed Sisters, who work 
in all the mission districts of the 
Society, devoting their efforts to the 
conversion of women, to the educa- 
tion of children and to hospital and 
dispensary work. The members of 
the other community lead a con- 
templative life. They consider it 
to be their principal task to pray day 
and night before the Blessed Sacra- 
ment for the needs of the Church, 
in particular for the propagation of 
the Faith and for the sanctification 
of the priesthood. They number 
about 500. Their two American 
centers are in Philadelphia, Pa., 
and St. Louis, Mo. 


S.V. D. Brothers 


(Continued from page 187) 


lay Brothers may become carpen- 
ters, tailors, shoemakers, painters, 
bakers, cooks, farmers, typists, 
organists, launderers, etc. Recrea- 
tion and free time find their place 
in the daily schedule. 

The life of an S.V. D. Brother is 
a happy active life that calls for 
stout-hearted solid character. It is 
a simple life. It is a life of prayer 
for his own soul’s salvation and for 
that of others. It is a life blessed 
by God with numerous consolations. 
St. Augustine’s Seminary has been 
blessed with some excellent voca- 
tions to the religious Brotherhood. 
May the good Lord send us even 
more. 
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MOST REVEREND 
JOSEPH F. RUMMEL, S.T.D. 
Archbishop of New Orleans, who will preside 
at the Silver Jubilee Mass 


1920 — 1945 
SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATION 


commemorating 
the 25th Anniversary of the founding 
of 
SAINT AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


Tuesday, October the Sixteenth, Nineteen Hundred and Forty-Five 
at Ten O’clock in the Morning 
+ 


SOLEMN PONTIFICAL FIELD MASS 


Most Reverend Joseph Francis Rummel, S.T.D. 
Archbishop of New Orleans 
presiding 
Celebrant 
Most Reverend Richard Oliver Gerow, S.T.D. 
Bishop of Natchez 
Assistant Priest 
Very Rev. Joseph F. Eckert, S.V. D. 
Deacon 
Rev. Clarence Howard, S.V. D. 
Subdeacon 
Rev. Leo Woods, S.V.D. 
Deacons of Honor 
Rev. Maurice Rousseve, S.V. D. 
Rev. Francis Wade, S.V.D. 
Assistants to the Archbishop 
Rev. Anthony Bourges, S.V.D. 

Rev. Leander Martin, S.V.D. 
Master of Ceremonies 
Rev. Christian Baker, S.V. D. 
Sermon by 
Most Reverend William D. O’Brien, D.D. 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago 


+ 


Special Jubilee Program 
at 
Three O’clock in the Afternoon 
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MOST REVEREND 
WILLIAM D. O’BRIEN, D.D. 


Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago and Secretary 
of the American Board of Catholic Missions, 
who will preach at the 
Silver Jubilee Mass 
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Predecessor. In his Apostolic Brief of November 30, 1919, the latter 
gives a list of practical suggestions and precepts to which no 
reasonable man can take exception. For does it not indeed follow, 
as Our Predecessor points out, from the very nature of the Church 
as a Divine institution, that every tribe or people should have priests 
who are one with it in race and character, in habit of thought and 
temperament? Aside from the fact that such priests will find a 
friendly welcome, will they not also prove far more effective in 
leading their brethren into, and confirming them in, the faith than 
any priests of a different race and from another country? Moreover, 
as experience has shown, the young Negro is not poorly gifted, 
mentally, so that he cannot assimilate higher education and the 
theological sciences — and the latter, not in a superficial and ab- 
breviated form, but, as Our Predecessor commanded, in the full 
courses as prescribed. 

You have, therefore, undertaken a most laudable work, be- 
loved son, in which to engage your zeal for the faith and for souls. 
In order that your success may be all the more gratifying, you will 
pray with Us to Our Divine Savior that the Negro youth may hear 
and obey His divine injunction: “Go ye also into my vineyard.” 
The Negroes of the United States greatly exceed ten million souls, 
for whom a capable mission and secular clergy of their own race 
must be created as soon as possible. We extend, therefore, Our best 
wishes for the seminary which you intend soon to dedicate solemnly 
in the town of Bay St. Louis. May it prosper greatly under the care 
of the American episcopate, and may it attract a large attendance 
of Negro pupils inspired with pure intentions! 

May the Blessed Virgin, Queen of Aposties, take under her 
protection this undertaking in which We wish you, beloved son, and 
your whole Society success, from Our heart. By her words of 
encouragement and her intercession, Our Lady greatly aided the 
first bearers of the joyful tidings, who were sent forth to make the 
world subject to Christ the Lord. She will also pray unceasingly 
that your pupils may receive a strong impulse to piety and virtue. 


May the Holy Doctor St. Augustine, under whose protection 
you have appropriately placed the seminary, also implore for the 
Negro race that fulness of the light of Christian knowledge which, 
as history shows, once suffused the fields of Africa! 

Finally, beloved son, in so far as We are concerned, rest 
assured that we are most anxious to do everything to promote this 
salutary undertaking. For the present, as a pledge of heavenly 
favors and in token of Our fatherly good-will, We lovingly extend 
the Apostolic Blessing in our Lord to you, beloved son, to the So- 
ciety which you govern, and to the Negroes in whom you are 


interested. (signed) PIUS PP. XI 
ROME, ST. PETER’S, April 5, 1923 
in the second year of Our Pontificate 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


MOST REVEREND 
JOSEPH F. RUMMEL, S.T.D. 
Archbishop of New Orleans, who will preside 
at the Silver Jubilee Mass 


1920 — 1945 


SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATION 
commemorating 
the 25th Anniversary of the founding 
of 
SAINT AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


Tuesday, October the Sixteenth, Nineteen Hundred and Forty-Five 
at Ten O'clock in the Morning 
+ 


SOLEMN PONTIFICAL FIELD MASS 


Most Reverend Joseph Francis Rummel, S.T.D. 
Archbishop of New Orleans 
presiding 
Celebrant 
Most Reverend Richard Oliver Gerow, S.T.D. 
Bishop of Natchez 
Assistant Priest 
Very Rev. Joseph F. Eckert, S.V. D. 
Deacon 
Rev. Clarence Howard, S.V.D. 
Subdeacon 
Rev. Leo Woods, S.V.D. 

Deacons of Honor 
Rev. Maurice Rousseve, S.V. D. 

Rev. Francis Wade, S.V.D. 


Assistants to the Archbishop 
Rev. Anthony Bourges, S.V. D. 
ev. Leander Martin, S.V. D. 


Master of Ceremonies 
Rev. Christian Baker, S.V. D. 


Sermon by 
Most Reverend William D. O’Brien, D.D. 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago 
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Special Jubilee Program 
at 
Three O’clock in the Afternoon 


MOST REVEREND 
WILLIAM D. O’BRIEN, D.D. 


Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago and Secretary 
of the American Board of Catholic Missions, 
who will preach at the 
Silver Jubilee Mass 
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Predecessor. In his Apostolic Brief of November 30, 1919, the latter 
gives a list of practical suggestions and precepts to which no 
reasonable man can take exception. For does it not indeed follow, 
as Our Predecessor points out, from the very nalure of the Church 
as a Divine institution, that every tribe or people should have priests 
who are one with it in race and character, in habil of thought and 
temperament? Aside from the fact that such priests will find a 
friendly welcome, will they not also prove far more effective in 
leading their brethren into, and confirming them in, the faith than 
any priests of a different race and from another country? Moreover, 
as experience has shown, the young Negro is not poorly gifted, 
mentally, so that he cannot assimilate higher education and the 
theological sciences — and the latter, not in a superficial and ab- 
breviated form, bul, as Our Predecessor commanded, in the full 
courses as prescribed. 

You have, therefore, undertaken a most laudable work, be- 
loved son, in which to engage your zeal for the faith and for souls. 
In order that your success may be all the more gratifying, you will 
pray with Us to Our Divine Savior that the Negro youth may hear 
and obey His divine injunction: “Go ye also into my vineyard.” 
The Negroes of the United States greatly exceed ten million souls, 
for whom a capable mission and secular clergy of their own race 
must be created as soon as possible. We extend, therefore, Our best 
wishes for the seminary which you intend soon to dedicate solemnly 
in the town of Bay St. Louis. May it prosper greatly under the care 
of the American episcopate, and may it attract a large attendance 
of Negro pupils inspired with pure intentions! 

May the Blessed Virgin, Queen of Aposties, take under her 
protection this undertaking in which We wish you, beloved son, and 
your whole Society success, from Our heart. By her words of 
encouragement and her intercession, Our Lady greatly aided the 
first bearers of the joyful tidings, who were sent forth to make the 
world subject to Christ the Lord. She wili also pray unceasingly 
that your pupils may receive a strong impulse to piety and virtue. 

May the Holy Doctor St. Augustine, under whose prolection 
you have appropriately placed the seminary, also implore for the 


Negro race that fulness of the light of Christian knowledge which, 
as history shows, once suffused the fields of Africa! 

Finally, beloved son, in so far as We are concerned, rest 
assured that we are most anxious to do everything to promote this 
salutary undertaking. For the present, as a pledge of heavenly 
favors and in token of Our fatherly good-will, We lovingly extend 
the Apostolic Blessing in our Lord to you, beloved son, to the So- 
ciety which you govern, and to the Negroes in whom you are 


interested. (signed) PIUS PP. XI 
ROME, SV. PETER’S, April 5, 1923 
in the second year of Our Pontificate 
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For all the favors and benefits bestowed on St. Augustine's Seminary 
_ during the past 25 years we give thanks, in the first place, to Al- 

mighty God. As a loving Father He has watched over our struggling 

attempts to do His Work, and His blessings have been heaped on 
|| us generously, lavishly. 


Under God we give thanks to all our friends and benefactors, both 
=), Clerical and lay, to those who have given of their little, as well as 
=|' to those who have given of their plenty — to each and every one 
who by word or deed or both has tried to help promote our cause. 
In deep and sincere gratitude we feel we must mention by name the 
American Board of Catholic Missions and the Commission for Cath- 
olic Missions among the Colored People and the Indians, from whom 
St. Augustine's Seminary has received substantial financial assist- 
ance thru’ the years. Also deserving of special thanks are those 
zealous individuals who have formed small groups of persons whose 
main purpose is to help our Seminary. 


iT 


3) 


In conclusion, we gratefully recommend all our friends and bene- 
factors to the Kindness and Mercy of Our Father in Heaven. May 
He, in His own way, reward them. And we add the prayer that we 
may deserve the continuance of their help in the future. 


| THE COMMUNITY OF 
ST. AUGUSTINE'S SEMINARY 
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HOTO BY CAROLYN CARTER 
CEILDREN’S STORY-HOUR IN A SOUTHERN MISSION SCHOOL 
Our Lady of Lourdes Schocl, Atlanta, Ga. 


SrPHOTO BY CAROLYN CARTER 
CEILDREN’S STORY-HOUR IN A SOUTHERN MISSION SCHOOL 
Our Lady of Lourdes Schecl, Atlanta, Ga. 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED! 


FOR THE ARMY OF CHRIST 
World War II is ended, but the fight to 


WEE save immortal souls from hell still goes on. 
Teaching the Word of God 

Courageous boys and young men are needed to undergo an intensive 
basic training in the Seminary and to be commissioned as missionary 
priests in order to preach the Good News of the Gospel to 13 million 
Negroes 


YOUNG MAN, ARE YOU COURAGEOUS? 
WILL YOU VOLUNTEER FOR GOD’S SERVICE? 


For information write to 


a 


REV. FATHER PREFECT 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Contents of this Issue 


An American Negro Native Clergy . , 

Colored Laymen’s Retreat at St. Augustine’s 

First Mass Celebration . , 

The Catholic Church at W ork. in Atlanta — Eileen Hall 

Mission Trip Through Tennessee — Clarence J. Howard, S.V.D. 
Graduates of SVD Mission Schools 

Seminary News 

A Chapel for Chorrillo — Carlos Lewis, SV.D. . 

A Noble Experiment — Success or Failure? — lV’. Kev. Joseph i Eckert, S V. 
Catholic Crusaders of the South ; 

Other Letters Received . 

With Our SVD Fathers on the Colored ‘Missions 

Children’s Corner 
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Serve God with the 


MISSIONARY BROTHERS 


OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 


REQUIREMENTS: 

AGE — From 16 to 30 

HEALTH — A sound mind in a sound body 

EDUCATION — Average or better. Our Brothers are not ordained priests; need no further 
schooling. Whatever his education, training or experience, each candidate will find 
suitable occupation. 

EXPENSES — None 

MOTIVE — For love of God to consecrate one’s life to Him in the religious state 


me 
For further information write to: FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


POSTMASTER: Send notices of removal (Form 3578) to St. Augustine’s Seminary, 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


PUBLISHED 
TO MAKE THE 
WORK OF THE 

CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
AMONG 

NEGROES 
BETTER 
KNOWN 


A Catholic magazine, published monthly, except 
July and August, at Techny, Illinois, by St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary, Bay St. uis, Mississippi. Sub- 
scription $1.00 a year. Proceeds are used for the 
education of colored students for the priesthood. 
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MESSENGER 


“The Magazine with a Message” 


TO AID THE 
Cause for which 
S.V.D. 
MISSIONARIES 
ARE WORKING — 
MORE 
NEGRO PRIESTS 


Entered as second-class matter January 1, 1940, 
at the post office at Techny, Illinois, under the 
Act of March > 1879. Acceptance for mailing at 
special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of Oct. 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 


Editor: CLARENCE J. HOWARD, S.V.D. 


ST. AUCUSTINE’S SEMINARY 


Volume XXTII 


OCTOBER, 1945 


BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


Number 8 


An American Negro Native Clergy 


peoples or 
racial groups are being converted to 
the true Faith, it is, and always has 
been, the practice of Holy Mother 
Church to establish a clergy of their 
own native sons among them. The 
reasons for this are many: to give 
the people the benefit of priests and 
pastors of souls who understand 
them and their problems better than 
strangers, to make converted ethni- 
cal groups feel that they are not 
merely tolerated in the Church, but 
are an integral part of the Mystical 
Body of Christ, to make greater 
strides in the propagation of the 
Faith through the use of this very 
natural means of attracting more 
converts from the same nations and 
races, to insure the continuation of 


Wherever nations, 


spiritual ministrations to these peo- 
ples even during the time of war, 


political unrest or racial persecution 
when most foreigners, including 
priests, are either imprisoned, driven 
out of the country or killed. - Of 


course, the main reason in the mind 
of the Catholic Church for ordain- 
ing native priests is conformity to 
the Will of God, Who Himself calls 
these children of various nations and 
races to such a high vocation. 
Knowing all this, the Fathers of 
the Society of the Divine Word 
could see no reason for an excep- 
tion to the general practice of the 
Church in the case of the millions 
of Negroes in the United States. 
Consequently, in 1920 they estab- 
lished a seminary for the education 
and training of American Negro 
youth for the priesthood. Today, 
after 25 years of pioneering, that 
same seminary can point with pride 
to twenty Negro priests ordained, 
ten Negro religious Brothers pro- 
fessed, and seventy Negro semina- 
rians preparing for the priesthood. 
Thus is St. Augustine’s Seminary 
doing its part to carry out the time- 
tested program of the Church in re- 
gard to a native clergy. 
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Members of St. Augustine’s Laymen’s Retreat League 
attending the first annual retreat at St. Augustine’s Seminary 


Colored Laymen’s Retreat at St. Augustine's 


@ Colored Retreat Movement is Growing 


As another of its contributions to 
the spiritual life of colored Cath- 
olics, St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss., has organized a 
laymen’s retreat league and held its 
first annual retreat for laymen dur- 
ing this 25th anniversary year of 
its founding. 

Thirty-five colcred Catholic men 
from eleven parishes in New Or- 
leans, Algiers, Baton Rouge, New 
Roads, Thibodaux, and Lafayette, 
La., and Bay Saint Louis, Miss., at- 
tended the retreat, which was held 
July 27-29. The largest group — 
eighteen — came from St. Luke’s 
Parish, Thibodaux, La. The three 
men from Lafayette, La., traveled 
the longest distance to make the re- 
treat almost two hundred miles. 

The retreat opened with a con- 
ference, night prayers in common, 
and Benediction Friday evening at 
7:30, and closed with renewal of 
baptismal vows and Benediction at 
4:00 P.M. Sunday. The nine con- 
ferences and meditations were given 
by Father Clarence Howard, S.V.D. 
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Another retreat will be held next 
year. 

A similar retreat for the colored 
Catholic men of Louisville, Bards- 
town, Lebanon and Springfield, Ky., 
was held for the first time by the 
Trappist Fathers at the Abbey of 
Our Lady of Gethsemani in Ken- 
tucky, June 8-10. 

Other opportunities for colored 
Catholic men to make a retreat are 
offered by the Jesuit Fathers at Our 
Lady of the Oaks Retreat House, 
Grand Coteau, La., and by the 
African Mission Fathers at St. 
Anthony’s Mission House, Tenafly, 
N. J. For women’s retreats the 
facilities of the Oblate Sisters of 
Providence, in Relay, Md., of the 
Mission Helpers of the Sacred 
Heart in Baltimore, Md., and of 
the Missionary Franciscan Sisters in 
Augusta, Ga., are available. 

There are two colored retreat 
houses in the United States: Man- 
resa Retreat House, South Kinloch, 
Mo., conducted by the Jesuit Fa- 
thers for men, and Immaculate Con- 


MANRESA 
RETREAT 
HOUSE 


South Kinloch, 
Missouri 


The first retreat 
house in the 
United States for 
the exclusive use 
of Negro Catholic 
laymen 


ception Missionary Cenacle, Gillet- Fathers at St. Mary’s Mission 
te, N. J., conducted by the Mission- House, Techny, Ill., and by the 
ary Servants of the Most Blessed Sisters, Missionary Servants of the 
Trinity for women. Interracial re- Most Blessed Trinity at their 
treats are held by the Divine Word Motherhouse in Holmesburg, Pa. 
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FIRST MASS CELEBRATION 


When the Rev. Arthur Winters, S.V. D. (1st row, third from left), sang his First Solemn 
Mass in St. Peter’s Church, Pleasantville, N. J., June 10, he was assisted by his brother, 
Rev. Richard Winters, S.V.D., of St. Martinville, La, as deacon, Rev. Leo Leo. Hudzik of 
Altantic City, N. J., as assistant priest, and Rev. Alexander Leedie, S.V. D., of Asbury 
Park, N. J., as subdeacon. In the 2nd row are Rev. Francis McCallion, pastor of St. Peter’s, 
and Rt. Rev. Msgr. Maurice Spillane, Vicar General of the Camden Diocese. Directly behind 
Father Arthur Winters are Acting Governor Farley of New Jersey, and his wife. At the 
right of them are Rt. Rev. Msgr. Gregory Moran of Ventnor, N. J., and Rev. Vincent Smith, 
S.V. D., of Trenton, N. J. 
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Members of St. Augustine’s Laymen’s Retreat League 
attending the first annual retreat at St. Augustine’s Seminary 


Colored Laymen’s Retreat at St. Augustine's 


@ Colored Retreat Movement is Growing 


As another of its contributions to 
the spiritual lite of colored Cath 
vlics, St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss., has organized a 
laymen’s retreat leacue and held its 
first annual retreat for laymen dur- 
ing this 25th anniversary year of 
its founding. 

Thirty-five colcred Catholic men 
trom eleven parishes in New Or 
Baton New 
Roads, Thibodaux, and Lafayette, 
L.a., and Bay Saint Louis, Miss., at- 
tended the retreat, which was held 
July 27-29. The largest group — 
eighteen — came from St. Luke’s 
Parish, Thibodaux, La. 
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terence, might prayers in common, 
and Benedicn Paidaan event 
and Benediction I*riday evening at 
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7:30, and closed 


The nine con- 
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Another retreat will be held next 
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A similar retreat for the colored 
Catholic men of Louisville, Bards 
town, Lebanon and Springfield, Ky., 
was held for the first time by the 
Trappist i’athers at the Abbey of 
Our Lady of Gethsemani in Ken 
tucky, June 8-10). 

Other opportunities for colored 
Catholic men to make a retreat are 
oifered by the Jesuit Fathers at Our 
Lady of the Oaks Retreat House, 
Grand Coteau, La., and by the 
African Mission I*athers at St. 
Anthony’s Mission House, Tenafly, 
N. J. For women’s retreats the 
facilities of the Oblate Sisters of 
Providence, in Relay, Md., of the 
Mission Helpers of the Sacred 
Heart in Baltimore, Md., and of 
the Missionary Iranciscan Sisters in 
Augusta, Ga., are available. 

There are two colored retreat 
houses in the United States: Man- 
resa Retreat House, South Kinloch, 
Mo., conducted by the Jesuit Fa- 
thers for men, and Immaculate Con- 


MANRESA 
RETREAT 
HOUSE 
South Kinloch, 
Missouri 


The first retreat 
house in the 
United States for 
the exclusive use 
of Negro Catholic 
laymen 


ception Missionary Cenacle, Gillet 
te, N. J., conducted by the Mission- 
ary Servants of the Most Blessed 
Trinity for women, Interracial re- 


treats are held by the Divine Word 


fathers at St. Mary’s Mission 


House, Techny, Ill., and by the 


Sisters, Missionary Servants of the 


Most Blessed Trinity at their 


Motherhouse in Holmesburg, Pa. 
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FIRST MASS CELEBRATION 


When the Rev. Arthur Winters, S.V.D. (1st row, third from left), sang his First Solemn 
Mass in St. Peter’s Church, Pleasantville, N. J., June 10, he was assisted by his brother, 
Rev. Richard Winters, S.V.D., of St. Martinville, La, as deacon, Rev. Leo Leo Hudzik of 
Altantic City, N. J., as assistant priest, and Rev. Alexander Leedie, S.V.D., of Asbury 
Park, N. J., as subdeacon. In the 2nd row are Rev. Francis McCallion, pastor of St. Peter’s, 
and Rt. Rev. Msgr. Maurice Spillane, Vicar General of the Camden Diocese. Directly behind 
Father Arthur Winters are Acting Governor Farley of New Jersey, and his wife. At the 
right of them are Rt. Rev. Msgr. Gregory Moran of Ventnor, N. J., and Rev. Vincent Smith, 
S.V. D., of Trenton, N. J. 
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HIS EXCELLENCY, MOST REV. GERALD P. O’HARA, D.D., J.U.D., Bishop of the Diocese 
of Savannah-Atlanta, receives a token of gratitude from Teresa and Mary Pinckney, twin 
sisters, on behalf of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish and School, on the occasion of his 25th 


sacerdotal jubilee, celebrated this year. 


Sitting next to the Bishop is Father F. J. Weiss, 


S.M.A., pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes Church 


The Catholic Church at Work in Atlanta 


EILEEN HALL 


@ Our Lady of Lourdes Mission 
@ has served the Negro population for 32 years 


In Atlanta, Georgia, metropolis 
and cultural center of the South, 
city of intense. loyalties and fiery 
prejudices, where only eight years 
ago the former national head- 
quarters of the Ku Klux Klan be- 
came the rectory of the beautiful 
new Cathedral of Christ the King, 
an unimposing little building dedi- 
cated to Our Lady of Lourdes has 


long invited members of that mi- 
196 


nority race so hated by the infamous 
Klan into the loving embrace of 
Holy Mother Church, whose mem- 
bers, also a minority in this region, 
shared the persecution of that now 
disbanded secret organization. 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church oc- 
cupies the first floor of the three- 
story building of brick and Stone 
Mountain granite. The other floors 
are used as parochial school and 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


auditorium. Here, under the su- 
pervision of five Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament and three lay 
teachers, 405 of Atlanta’s little col- 
ored boys and girls receive all the 
benefits of a Christian education 
which their white brothers and sis- 
ters in adjoining parishes enjoy. 

Negro children from distant sec- 
tions of the city are transported to 
their church and school by means of 
a station wagon. Catechetical classes 
under the direction of two priests of 
the Society for African Missions — 
Fathers F. J. Weiss, S.M.A., and 
John Mulvey, S.M.A. — who have 
charge of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Mission, are held in homes of Cath- 
olic Negroes in various parts of At- 
lanta. 

Three years ago another build- 
ing, a few blocks from the church 
and school, was dedicated and 
opened to various mission and social 
activities among the colored people. 
This has now developed into the 
Catholic Colored Clinic and is in 
charge of three Medical Mission 
Sisters. 

Our Lady of Lourdes Mission 
has existed in Atlanta for 32 years, 
and numbers several hundred mem- 


bers. The so-called “migratory 
instinct” of the Negro race has been 
responsible for the loss of many 
former members of the parish, as 
year after year they move in search 
of greener pastures. But others 
continue to replace them, and the 
parish flourishes under our Blessed 
Mother’s patronage. 

Little brown altar boys, cassocked 
in red, serve the priest at Mass and 
at the devotions to Christ the 
Worker, which are held on Tuesday 
evenings. Their elders cluster 
around the wheezy reed organ at 
one side of the church and raise 
their gifted voices, not in the haunt- 
ing spirituals for which their race is 

(Continued on page 213) 


Our Lady of 
Lourdes Mission, 
Atlanta, Georgia 


CATECHISM 
CLASS 


taught by two 
Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
at one of the 
homes of Our 
Lady of Lourdes 
Parish 
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Klan into the loving embrace of 
Holy Mother Church, whose mem 
bers, also a minority in this region, 
shared the persecution of that now 
disbanded secret organization. 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church oc 
cupies the first floor of the three 
story building of brick and Stone 
Mountain granite. The other floors 
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auditorium. Here, under the su- 
pervision of five Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament and three lay 
teachers, +05 of Atlanta’s little col- 
ored boys and girls receive all the 
benefits of a Christian education 
which their white brothers and sis- 
ters in adjoining parishes enjoy. 

Negro children from distant sec- 
tions of the city are transported to 
their church and school by means of 
a station wagon. Catechetical classes 
under the direction of two priests of 
the Society for African Missions — 
Fathers i. J. Weiss; S.M.A., and 
John Mulvey, $.M.A. — who have 
charge of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Mission, are held in homes of Cath- 
olic Negroes in various parts of At- 
lanta. 

Three years ago another build 
ing, a few blocks from the church 
and school, was dedicated and 
opened to various mission and social 
activities among the colored people. 
This has now developed into the 
Catholic Colored Clinic and is in 
charge of three Medical Mission 
Sisters. 

Our Lady of Lourdes Mission 
has existed in Atlanta for 32 years, 
and numbers several hundred mem- 


bers. The so-called “migratory 


instinct” of the Negro race has been 
responsible for the loss of many 
tormer members of the parish, as 


year after year they move in search 
of greener pastures. But 
continue to replace them, and the 
parish flourishes under our Blessed 
Mother’s patronage. 
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Little brown altar boy Ss cassocked 
in red, serve the priest at Mass and 
at the devotions to Christ the 
Worker, which are held on Tuesday 
evenings. Their elders cluster 
wround the wheezy reed organ at 
one side of the church and raise 
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Smiling Tennesseans after attending Mass in Jackson, Tenn. 


MISSION TRIP THROUGH TENNESSEE 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ 5 Mission Parishes, 7 Priests and 31 Sisters 
@ Care for 1,665 Negro Catholics 


The train was plowing through 
the blackness of night toward Mem- 
phis. The rain was falling in sheets. 
The colored “jim-crow” coach was 
crowded and people were standing 
in the aisle. Many of them had 
spent the Easter week-end with rela- 
tives and friends in the rural dis- 
tricts of Tennessee and were now 
returning home. 

Standing in the aisle not far from 
me was a little girl of about eight 
or nine, busy with the contents of 
a small Easter basket. Once I looked 
up and caught her curiously eying 
my Roman collar. Trying to look 
friendly I smiled. The little girl 
smiled in return. 

“Hello,” I said. 

“>To,” she returned, elbowing 
her way closer. 

“What have you got there?” I 
asked, pointing to her basket. 

“Easter eggs,” she replied, hold- 
ing them up for me to see. 
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“T?I] bet you don’t know why we 
have Easter,” I challenged, half 
expecting her to answer by reciting 
the story of the first Easter. 

“So’s we kin git Easter eggs!” 
she answered triumphantly. This 
was a quite natural childish answer. 

“Don’t you remember what hap- 
pened on the First Easter Sunday a 
long time ago?” I pursued my point, 
but was quite unprepared for her 
answer. 

“No,” the little girl said simply. 

I could not hide my surprise. 
“Didn’t you ever hear of the Lord 
Jesus, and of what He did for us 
on the first Good Friday and the 
first Easter Sunday?” 

“No,” 

In simple words I related to her 
the story of the Crucifixion and 
Resurrection. The child listened at- 
tentively and her dark eyes opened 
wide. I was aware of other listeners, 
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too, in the crowd around me. I 
finished my story by telling the lit- 
tle girl that Jesus, the Son of God, 
knows and loves her; hadn’t He 
died to give her a chance to go to 
heaven? I suggested that she should 
talk to Jesus in prayer and thank 
Him; He would hear her because 


He hears and knows everything. 
My little new-found friend and 
her parents got off the train long be- 
fore we reached Memphis, but I 
could not help thinking of her sad 


plight. Her parents had evidently 
never told her of Jesus Christ. 
Perhaps they themselves were ig- 
norant of Him and His divine 
teachings. Certainly the influence 
of the Catholic Church had not 
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reached them. This was no iso- 
lated case. What I had seen and 
heard during my travels in Ten- 
nessee convinced me that there is 
still much pioneer work for the 
Church to do among the Negroes of 
the Volunteer State. 

Among Tennesee’s 2,915,000 
population are a half-million Ne- 
groes. Almost half of these live in 
the five big cities of Memphis, 
Nashville, Chattanooga, Knoxville 
and Jackson. Catholic mission 
churches and schools have been 
opened for the colored people of 
Memphis, Nashville and Jackson, 
but Chattanooga with its 36,000 
Negroes and Knoxville with its 
16,000 have not been touched, not 
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to mention places with smaller Ne- 
gro populations. 

However, in those places where 
the Church has got a start, some- 
thing is being done. There are 
1,665 Catholic Negroes in Tennes- 
see. These have 5 churches, 5 grade 
schools, 1 junior high school and 3 
complete high schools; 1,307 Ne- 
gro pupils are taught by 31 Sisters 
of four religious communities. Four 
Josephite Fathers and three Francis- 
can Fathers, who have charge of the 
five churches, baptized 154 persons 
last year, 110 being converts. 

Organized Catholic mission work 
among the Negroes of the Diocese 
of Nashville, which comprises the 
whole State of Tennessee, began 
with the establishment of Holy 
Family Mission in Nashville by the 
Josephite Fathers in 1902. Today 


Holy Family is a complete mission 
unit consisting of a substantial brick 


church, rectory, convent, grade 
school and high school, the latter be- 
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ing.called Immaculate Conception 
Academy. The two Josephite Fa- 
thers — Fathers Charles Brown, 
S.S.J., and Patrick McConnell, 
S.S.J. — have a congregation of 
300. Seven Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament (Cornwells Heights, Pa. ) 
teach in the school, which has an en- 
rollment of 245. Once a month 
one of the Fathers celebrates Mass 
for a few Catholics in a private home 
in Green Hills, Tenn., about 25 
miles northeast of Nashville. This 
will eventually develop into a 
mission. 


Some of the 116 school children of St. 
Joseph’s School, Jackson, Tenn., with their 
teachers, four Sisters of St. Dominic 
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In the northern section of Nash- 
ville is St. Vincent de Paul’s Mission 
(established in 1932) in charge of 
Father Theophane Goett, O.F.M. 
The school of eight grades, under 
the supervision of four Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament, has 174 pupils. 
St. Vincent’s is located near three 
large and nationally known Negro 
institutions of higher learning, 
namely, Fisk University, Meharry 
Medical College and Tennessee 
Agricultural and Industrial State 
College. The spiritual interests of 
Catholic students attending these 
schools are looked after by Father 
Theophane. 

St. Joseph’s Mission in Jackson, 
Tenn., is located in a stony part of 
the Lord’s Vineyard. Northward 
migration seems to be largely re- 
sponsible for the fact that there are 


only about 95 colored Catholics in 
Jackson, although the mission has 


been established 31 years. In re- 
gard to this point the Bishop of 
Nashville, the Most. Rev. William 
L. Adrian, D.D., writes in the 1945 


Annual Report of Our Negro and 
Indian Missions: 

“The apparent small year-to-year 
increase in the Catholic Negro pop- 
ulation (in the diocese) is discourag- 
ing, especially in view of the large 
number annually received into the 
Church and the relatively few 
deaths. A careful investigation 
confirms our suspicions that this de- 
ficit is not due in any appreciable 
measure to spiritual defections but 
to migration.... We seem to have 
no choice but to see those we have 
converted and educated seek greener 
pastures elsewhere.” 

St. Joseph’s has a zealous pastor 
in the person of Father James Fa- 
herty, S.S.J., who with the aid of 
four Dominican Sisters of St. Ce- 
cilia’s Congregation (Nashville, 
Tenn.) is trying to “form Christ” 
in the souls of the 116 children in 
the ten grades of St. Joseph’s school. 

Memphis, where live 121,000 
Negroes, has two well-organized 
missions. Not very far from where 
the Negro composer, W. C. Handy, 
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wrote his famous “St. Louis Blues,” 
“Memphis Blues,” and “Beale 
Street Blues” (I noted that the 
street sign now reads: “Beale 
Avenue”), stands the lovely little 
Church of St. Anthony’s uniquely 
built of variegated native stone. 
Next door is the brick school build- 
ing where 332 grade and high school 
pupils are receiving a Christian edu- 
cation through the zealous efforts of 
Father John Coyne, S.S.J., and six 
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth 
( Kentucky ). 

Many blocks away is the Francis- 
can Mission of St. Augustine, be- 
gun in 1937, 29 years after St. 
Anthony’s. During my visit, the 
pastor, Father Bertrand Koch, 
O.F.M., showed me the neat litur- 
gical altar in the church and proudly 
informed me that it was made by 
the students of St. Augustine’s 
manual training department under 
the direction of his assistant, Father 
‘René Ettelbrick, O.F.M. 

“And they made the chairs for 
the kindergarten tots, too,” Father 
added. 

The manual training department 
has been discontinued for the pres- 
ent because of lack of room. The 
shop has been converted into class- 


202 


St. Augustine’s 
CHURCH 
AND SCHOOL 


Memphis, Tenn. 


: 


’ 
nae 


(Below) 
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Coyne, S.S.J., pas- 
tor of St. An- 
thony’s, and Fa- 
ther Bertrand 
Koch, O.F.M., pas- 

tor of St. 

Augustine’s 


rooms which, together with class- 
rooms on the first floor of the con- 
vent and in the basement of the 
rectory, are hardly sufficient to ac- 
commodate the 450 pupils of the 
grammar school and high school. 
The school is staffed by ten Sisters 
of Charity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary (Dubuque, Iowa) and one lay 
teacher. Father Bertrand hopes to 
be able to build a real school soon. 

Bishop Adrian also has hopes, for 
he writes: “We are anxious to estab- 
lish several new Negro parishes as 

(Continued on page 216) 
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GRADUATES OF SVD MISSION SCHOOLS 


This year 385 Negro students grad- 
uated from 16 of the 20 Catholic 
schools of the Fathers of the Divine 
Word. The other four schools, located 


in Louisiana, had no graduates this year 


because of a new State law adding an- 
other grade to all grammar schools, 
Of the 90 high school graduates 60 
were Catholics; of the 295 grammar 
school graduates 159 were Catholics, 


making a total of 219 Catholics among 
the 385 graduates. 

The staffs of the S.V.D. schools in- 
clude, beside the Divine Word Fathers, 
58 Missionary Sisters Servants of the 
Holy Ghost, 44 Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament, 15 Sisters of the Holy 
Family, 13 Franciscan Sisters of Mil- 
waukee, 8 Sisters of the Most Precious 
Blood, 5 Franciscan Sisters of Borden- 
town (N. J.), and 27 lay teachers. 


Graduates of Holy Rosary Institute, Lafayette, La. 
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Graduation 


On the evening of June 7, six 
students — Linus Coignet, Warren 
Honoré, ‘Tilden LeMelle, Melvin 
Robert, Linwood Singleton, and 
Lawrence Thornton — graduated from 
St. Augustine’s Minor Seminary. A 
fitting address, inspiring and encourag- 
ing not only to the graduates but to all 
present, was delivered by the Rev. 
Francis J. Tighe, S.S.J., pastor of St. 
Raymond’s Church, New Orleans, La. 
In the presence of the faculty, com- 
munity, relatives, and friends, the 
diplomas were conferred by the Very 
Rev. Joseph Busch, §.V.D., rector of 
the Seminary. Five of the graduates 
have now entered the novitiate of the 
Society of the Divine Word at Techny, 
Illinois. 


A Timely Sprucing-Up 


During the summer the painters 
were on the iob at St. Augustine’s. 
Practically all the buildings were the 
object of their attention. Now, be- 
lieve you me, the tidiness of the place 
cannot help catching the eye of every 
passer-by. Needless to say, there is a 
reason for all this “sprucing-up.’’ When 
one celebrates, he usually puts on his 
best. Well, that is exactly what the 
Seminary wants to do for the celebra- 
tion of its Silver Jubilee on October 16. 


Retreats 


The vacation quiet of our cam- 
pus was most conducive to recollection 
and prayer. ‘Twenty-four missionary 
priests of the Southern Province of the 
Society of the Divine Word began 
their retreat on Monday morning, 
June 11. Their retreat-master was the 
Rev. Vincent D. Warren, $.5S.J., pastor 
of Our Mother of Mercy Church, Mo- 
bile, Alabama. The spiritual exercises 
came to a climax with the renewal of 
the holy vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience in solemn ceremony in the 
main chapel on the following Thursday 
evening, At this sacred and impressive 
function, the Very Rev. Provincial 
Joseph Eckert, S.V.D., was celebrant, 
the Rev. Harold Perry, §$.V.D., 
deacon, and the Rev. Frederick Reich- 
elt, S.V. D., subdeacon. 

July 27-29 was the time of the lay- 
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St. Augustine's Seminary, Bay S 
the only Gatholie Negro Semi 


men’s retreat. Truly this was a prom- 
ising beginning. Thirty-five men made 
the retreat under the direction of the 
Rev. Clarence J. Howard, S.V.D., who 
was the retreat master. All the men 
were greatly pleased, and some ex- 
pressed their regret that they had not 
had this opportunity all along. Special 
mention is to be made of St. Luke’s 
Church, Thibodaux, Lousiana, which 
had a representation of eighteen. The 
pastor of this exemplary parish is the 
Rev. John A. McShane, S.S.J. 

The members of the Seminary faculty 
made their retreat during the week of 
August 19. With the toil of lecture 
and instruction in the not too distant 
future, the Fathers applied themselves 


SOME OF THE DIVINE WORD FATHERS HO LA 


Missions of the South at the close of the 


annual 


Rev. Vincent D. Warren, S.S.J., who conducted this yea 


4 


ADCAST from 


inary, Bay St. Louis, Mississippi 
Negro Seminary in 


ERS @HO LABOR 
thefr annual spiri 


ry News 


America 


to the first things first. They were 
joined by six of he missionary Fa- 
thers from Louisiana and Mississippi. 
Father Warren conducted this retreat 
also, 

August 19, at 7:30 P.M., the Fraters 
and some of the Brothers began their 
eight-day retreat. Before returning to 
serious study the scholastics realize 
they should renew themselves in fer- 
vor and the grace of God by prayer. 
This retreat was conducted by the Rev. 
Leo Woods, S.V. D. 


A Welcome Missionary 


At last a liberated missionary 
from the Philippines found the road 
that leads South. The community real- 


FOR SOULS IN THE NEGRO 
tual retreat at the Seminary. 


ucted this year’s retreat, is seated 4th from the left 


ly felt honored and, at the same time, 
proud of their courageous confrere, 
who had endured so much during the 
past years, especially during the few 
months previous to his liberation. Our 
most welcome guest was the Rev. 
Philip van Engelen, S.V. D., a native 
of Holland. Father van Engelen is 
a classmate of Father Peter de Boer, 
S.V.D., the founder of the colored 
mission at Yazoo City, Mississippi. 


Back Again 


The first days of September 
saw the students filing in, old faces and 
new faces. The newness is quickly 
wearing off, by the way. That’s al- 
ways a good sign. Once more is the 
campus resounding with playground 
romp and cheer. Strange to say 
though, all this hilarity is coming most- 
ly from the older students. Are the 
new students homesick, or are they 
just timid? We know from experi- 
ence that bashfulness does not last 
long around here. It’s a blessing. Or 
Is it? 


Salute to Former Rectors 
On this occasion of our 25th 
Anniversary we wish to salute: 

Rev. Gerard Steig, S.V. D., who took 
over the rectorship of St. Augustine’s 
Seminary after the sudden death of the 
founder and first rector, Father Mat- 
thew Christman, §.V.D. Father Steig 
is now in charge of St. Augustine’s 
Mission in North Little Rock, Ark. 

Rev. Gerard Heffels, S.V.D., who 
was rector of the Seminary from 1929 
to 1934. Father Heffels is now pastor 
of St. Anselm’s Church, Chicago, II. 

Rey. Gerard Esser, $.V. D., who was 
rector from 1934 to 1937. At present 
Father Esser is Professor of Philoso- 
phy in St. Mary’s Mission House, Tech- 
ny, Ill. 

Rev. John Gasper, S.V.D., rector of 
the Seminary from 1937 to 1943. Fa- 
ther Gasper is now pastor of St. 
Joseph’s Church, Meridian, Miss. 
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eve you me, the tidiness of the place 
cannot help catching the eve of every 
passer-by, Needless to Say, there is a 
reason for all this “sprucing-up."” When 
one celebrates, he usually puts on his 
best. Well, that is exactly what the 
Seminary wants to do for the celebra- 
tion of its Silver Jubilee on October 16. 


Retreats 


The vacation quiet of our cam- 
pus was most conducive to recollection 
and prayer. ‘Twenty-four missionary 
priests of the Southern Province of the 
Society of the Divine Word began 
their retreat on Monday morning. 
June 11. Their retreat-master was the 
Rev, Vincent D. Warren, S.S.J., pastor 
of Our Mother of Merey Church, Mo- 
bile, Mabama. The spiritual exercises 
came to a climax with the renewal of 
the holy yows of poverty, chastity, and 
Obedience in solemn ceremony in_ the 
main chapel on the following Thursday 
evening, .\t this sacred and impressive 
function, the Very Rey. Provincial 
Joseph Eckert, S.V.D.. was celebrant, 
the Rev. Harold Perry, §.V.D., 
deacon, and the Rey. Frederick Reich- 
elt. S.V. D.. subdeacon, 


July 27-29 was the time of the lay- 
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men's retreat, Truly this was a prom- 
ising beginning. ‘Thirty-five men made 
the retreat under the direction of the 
Rev. Clarence J. Howard, S.V.D.. who 


was the retreat master, All the men 
were greatly pleased, and some ex- 
pressed their regret that they had not 
had this opportunity all along, Special 
mention is to be made of St, Luke's 
Church, Thibodaux, Lousiana, which 
had a representation of eighteen. ‘The 
pastor of this exemplary parish is the 
Rev, John A, McShane, S.S.J. 

The members of the Seminary faculty 
made their retreat during the week of 
August 19, With the toil of lecture 
and instruction in the not too distant 
future, the Fathers applied themselves 
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to the first things first. They were 
joined by six of he missionary Fa- 
thers from Louisiana and Mississippi. 
Father Warren conducted this retreat 
also, 

August 19, at 7:30 P.M.. the Fraters 
and some of the Brothers began their 
eight-day retreat. Before returning to 
serious study the scholastics realize 
they should renew themselves in fer- 
vor and the grace of God by prayer. 
This retreat was conducted by the Rev. 


leo Woods, S.V.D. 
A Welcome Missionary 
At last a liberated missionary 


from the Philippines found the road 
that leads South. The community real- 
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the annual spiritual retreat at the Seminary. 
icted this year’s retreat, is seated 4th from the left 


ly felt honored and, at the same time, 
proud of their courageous contrere, 
who had endured so much during the 
past years, especially during the few 
months previous to his liberation, Our 
most welcome guest was the Key. 
Philip van Mngelen, S.V.D., a native 
of Holland. lather yan Hngelen is 
a classmate of lather Peter de oer, 
V.D., the founder of the colored 
mission at Yazoo City, Mississippi. 


Back Again 


The first days of September 
saw the students filing in, old faces and 
new faces. The newness is quickly 
wearing off, by the way, That's al- 
ways a good sign, nce more is the 
campus resounding with playground 
romp and cheer. Strange to say 
though, all this hilarity is coming most 
ly trom the older students. Are the 
new students homesick, or are they 
just timid? We know from experi- 
ence that bashfulness does not. last 
long around here. It’s a blessing, Or 
is. it? 


Salute to Former Rectors 


} 


On this occasion of our 25th 
\nniversary we wish to salute: 

Rev. Gerard Steig. S.V.D.. who took 
over the rectorship of St. .\ugustine’s 
Seminary aiter the sudden death of the 
founder and first rector, Father Mat 
thew Christman, S.V.D. Father Steig 
IS now in charge of St. .\ugustine’s 
Mission in North Little Rock, Ark. 

Rey, (cerard lletfels, SV D.. who 
was rector of the Seminary from 1029 
to 1934. Father Heffels is now pastor 
of St. Anselm's Church, Chicago, 11. 

Rev. Gerard Ksser, S.V. D.. who was 
rector from 1934 to 1937. \t present 
Father Tésser is Professor of Philose 
phy in St. Mary's Mission House. ‘Tec! 
ny, Ill. 

Rev. John Gasper, S.V.D.. rector 
the Seminary from 1937 to 1943. 
ther Gasper is now pastor of 


Joseph’s Church, Meridian, Miss. 


A CHAPEL FOR 


Cartos Lewis, S.V. D. 


CHORRILLO 


@ The “Lady in Blue” will watch over it 


Chorrillo (pronounced Cho-rée-yo) 
is a section of Panama City, the capital 
of the Republic of Panama. In Feb- 
ruary of this year the Vincentian Fa- 
thers opened a chapel for the colored 
people of that area who number about 
3,000. The chapel, formerly belong- 
ing to a Protestant denomination, has 
been renovated and dedicated under the 
title of Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal. 


At present the Maryknoll Sisters of 
New York conduct weekly instruction 
classes at the chapel, and from there 
carry on their social service work 
among the poor people. That the 
“Lady in Blue,” as the children famil- 
iarly consider the Blessed Virgin, will 
soon win the hearts of many in Chor- 


Sister Marie Concepta holds the statue of 
the “Lady in Blue.” . In the doorway is 
Father John Hild, C.M. 
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The chapel before it was renovated 


rillo for her Divine Son, the Sisters 
do not doubt. 

Five Maryknoll Sisters are now in 
Panama, Despite the fact that permis- 
sion to build a school could not be ob- 
tained immediately when they arrived, 
they have already started classes in the 
parish hall of St. Vincent’s Church in 
Panama City. 

Writes Very Rev. John S. Hild, 
C.M., superior of the Vincentians in 
the Panama Canal Zone: “Really, con- 
ditions are very difficult under our 
present set-up. The Sisters are all so 
talented that they could offer the chil- 
dren many advantages, but the lack of 
space is a real hindrance. Please pray 
for us that we will soon start building.” 


Copies of the 
SPECIAL JUBILEE EDITION 
of St. Augustine’s Messenger are 
available at 25c per copy. 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


A Noble Experiment -- Success or Failure? 


Very Rev. JosepH F. Ecxert, S.V.D. 
@ St. Augustine's Seminary is now past the experimental stage 


On the sixteenth of October St. 
Augustine’s Seminary will take a day 
out and the community will celebrate 
its Silver Jubilee. The Most Rev. 
Richard O. Gerow, D.D., Bishop of 
Natchez, Miss., will officiate at the 
Solemn Pontifical High Mass _ of 
thanksgiving, assisted by Negro priests, 
all of whom he has ordained during the 
last eleven years. The Most. Rey. 
William D. O’Brien, D.D., President 
of the Catholic Church Extension So- 
ciety and Auxiliary Bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, will preach the 
sermon. The Most Rev. Joseph F. 
Rummel, §.T.D., LL.D., Archbishop 
of New Orleans, La., will preside. 
Other outstanding members of the 
Hierarchy and many members of the 
clergy and the Catholic laity will join 
the Seminary community in this mo- 
mentous jubilee celebration, unique in 
the Church of America. 

I remember how, twenty-five years 
ago, many well-meaning persons pre- 
dicted that this new venture of the So- 
ciety of the Divine Word, St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary for the training of Ne- 
gro priests, which was undertaken at 
the urgent request of the Holy Father, 
Benedict XV, and the American Hier- 
archy, would sooner or later end in 
complete failure. Today it can be told 
that at times the Seminary — truly a 
Noble Experiment — passed through 
critical stages, caused severe headaches 
and worries to its superiors, and all but 
collapsed. In previous articles, espe- 
cially in the January issue of the Mes- 
SENGER of this year, I have pointed out 
that the Finger of God was only too 
visible in the foundation and guidance 
of St. Augustine’s Seminary. It was 
truly God’s Work. That was the reason 
why no difficulties or hardships — no 
disappointments or setbacks—and there 
were many of those — could interfere 
with the determination or daunt the 
courage of its founders, Father James 
Wendel, S.V. D., and Father Mathew 
Christman, S.V.D., and why it exists 
today and why we have every reason 


to give special thanks to God and re- 
joice, 

A few months ago I read in that 
superb classic on the Native Clergy in 
Foreign Missions, Einheimischer Kler- 
us, by Rev. Anthony Huonder, S.J... 
how one Vicar Apostolic in Africa 
labored hard and waited patiently for 
thirty years before he could ordain one 
African Negro priest of his seminary. 
He rejoiced and thought that this first 
native priest was worth every effort 
and sacrifice his seminary had made. 
St. Augustine’s Seminary has done bet- 
ter and surely was blessed by God, as 
the Semptember issue of the MEssEN- 
GER clearly put forward. So far it has 
produced twenty Negro priests out of 
300 students who at one time or an- 
other were studying. Only a few 
reached their goal, but most of the 
others who dropped out, received an 
excellent Catholic higher education 
which gave them a career in life and 
leadership among their people 

The mere existence of St. Augustine's 
Seminary and its beneficent influence 
in bringing about a better understand- 
ing between Negroes and white Cath- 
olics and in speeding up the mission 
work of the Church among Negroes 
cannot be emphasized too much. It 
has blasted to shreds the silly accusa- 
tion, so often repeated even today by 
our enemies, that the Catholic Church 
bars the Negro from the Altar solely on 
account of his color, It has proved 
even to the rankest pessimist and rabid 
antagonist of a Negro priesthood that 
the Negro is intellectually, socially and 
morally fit to be invested with the 
priestly dignity and powers and that he 
is ready and able to assume the heavy 
burden and to discharge the many ob- 
ligations of the priesthood to the utter 
satisfaction of Bishops and Religious 
Superiors as well as of the Catholic 
Negro laity. The latter have received 
the Negro priests with open arms and 
cooperated with them in every activity 
of parochial life, contrary to fallacious 
“rumor” that Negro Catholics do not 
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


want their own priests or do not care 
much for them, 

Moreover, the education of Negro 
priests at St. Augustine’s Seminary and 
their work side by side with white 
priests in the large Negro mission field 
have given the Catholic Church dur- 
ing these last few years greater prestige 
among Negroes and has been an in- 
tangible and yet real help in gaining 
more converts to the Church. 

Last but not least, the success of the 
work at St. Augustine's Seminary has 
encouraged other seminaries and reli- 
gious communities to admit qualified and 
worthy Negro boys into their ranks — 
an achievement which cannot be praised 
too highly. Indeed, St. Augustine’s 
Seminary has been worth every sacri- 
fice in personnel and money which the 
Society of the Divine Word has made 
with the generous aid of the American 
Board of Catholic Missions and the 
Commission for Indians and Negroes, 
and has, so we hope, fully justified the 
confidence which the Holy Father and 
the American Hierarchy have shown 
by entrusting this important work of 
training Negro youths for the priest- 
hood to the Divine Word Fathers. 

St. Augustine’s Seminary has not 
existed nor toiled in vain. It has ac- 
complished just what its founders fore- 
saw and expected. But the work of 
training Negro priests in our country 
has just begun, as it were. “The harv- 
est is great, but the workers are few,” 
for today there are only 22 Negro 
priests among 330,000 Negro Catho- 
lics in this country. We should have at 
least 400 of them and more if we ever 
wish the American Negroes to be con- 
verted in larger numbers to the Church. 


Unquestionably St. Augustine’s Sem- 
inary would have been able to turn out 
more priests if we had had more Cath- 
olic Negro families, which after all are 
the real nurseries of priests everywhere. 
Unless we missionaries succeed in 
establishing more Catholic families 
among the Negroes, vocations for the 
priesthood will be scarce for genera- 
tions to come and those who think that 
Negro youths will flock to our semi- 
naries will be badly disappointed. It 
falls to the lot of missionary priests 
among Negroes not only to make con- 
verts, but especially to build up real 
Catholic family life. We must instruct 
our Negro parents in their duties to 
foster priestly vocations among their 
children, as that zealous and sincere 
friend and champion of Negro priests, 
the Most Rev. Jules B. Jeanmard, D.D., 
Bishop of Latayette, La., does every 
time he administers the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in colored parishes. There 
are vocations among Negroes, though 
they are few and far between. It is 
up to us missionaries to discover them 
and to direct and protect such promis- 
ing boys from the pitfalls of youthful 
temptations and from the poisonous in- 
fluence of the spirit of the world dur- 
ing their tender boyhood years. 

Now at the beginning of the school 
year it might be well to look around 
especially among our faithful and loyal 
altar boys for the proper material for 
the priesthood. Why not make an all- 
out effort for more vocations during 
the month of October and, during the 
recitation of the holy rosary, recom- 
mend this great intention to the power- 
ful intercession of the Blessed Mother, 
the Mother of Priests? 


mm SPECIAL NOTICE 
ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
will commemorate the SILVER JUBILEE of its founding with a 
SOLEMN PONTIFICAL FIELD MASS 
on the Seminary campus at 10:00 A.M. Tuesday, October 16, 1945 
The Public is cordially invited 
OUTDOOR JUBILEE PROGRAM AT 3:00 P.M. 


Father Lawrence Dudink, S.V.D., and Father Leo Woods, S.V.D., with the Sisters 
and Baton Rouge Crusaders on their visit to St. Augustine’s Seminary 


Catholic Crusaders of the South 


We received the following letter 
trom the high school Crusaders of 


St. Joseph’s Academy, Baton Rouge, 
La. This school is conducted by the 


Sisters of St. Joseph. This letter 
shows that the Southern white girls 
and young ladies who attend St. 
Joseph’s Academy really understand 
what it means to belong to the Mys- 
tical Body of Christ. They are 
Catholic in action as well as in 
speech. 


Father: 


During Lent the C.S.M.C, unit of 
our Academy conducted its annual 
mission drive. The big object of the 
drive was to secure a sum of money 
for the education of a Negro for the 
Priesthood. Every girl volunteered to 
save thirty pieces of silver to represent 
that number of “silver sacrifices” to 
help restore to Christ what was lost to 
Him by the sin of Judas. 


The drive was a big success due, pos- 
sibly, to a miniature race track on which 
moved four horses, which not only re- 
corded every incoming dollar, but 


Dear Rev. 


created a stiff rivalry between the four 
classes of the high school. 

Now that the fun is over, we have 
$400 to give to St. Augustine's Semi- 
nary, With the money will you please 
start a St. Joseph’s Burse in honor of 
the patron of our school, with the un- 
derstanding that anyone may make do- 
nations to this burse until it grows in- 
te the scholarship fund of $5,000? 
Until then, we Crusaders at St. Joseph's 
in Baton Rouge shall have a definite 
goal toward which we shall direct some 
of our mission activities, 


This letter, I think, explains to you 
the purpose of our trip to Bay Saint 
Louis on last Saturday. We were 
anxtous to see the Seminary in opera- 
tion, Everything is so beautiful and 
the Fathers are all so friendly. We 
shall never forget this visit, for it has 
done something for us. It has helped 
us to see and appreciate further the 
real need of the Negro Priesthood to 
serve the Negro race. 

With sincere thanks for all your 
kindness to us, we are, 

Crusaders of St. Joseph’s Academy 
Betty de Generes 
Secretary of C.S.M.C. 
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Dear Rev. Father: the purpose Of our trip 

During Lent the CSIC. unit of Louis OW fast yahorday 
our Academy conducted its annual  Clktetts to SCC HE ay cHuNAY) 
mission drive. The big object of the  [O"- Everything 
drive was to secure a sum of money ‘He Fathers are all 
for the education of a Neyro for. the shall Se all bd this 
Priesthood. Every girl coluntecred to vite something for pik 
save thirty pieces of silver to represent US FO See and apprect 
that nuinber of “silver sacrifices” to real need of the Negro 
help restore to Christ what was lost to serve the Negra race. 
Him by the sin of Judas, With sincere 

The drive was a big success dite, pos- kindness to us, we are 
sibly, to a miniature race track on which Crusaders of St. J 
moved four horses, which not only re- betty de Generes 
corded every meoming dollar, but Seeretary of CASAL, 


OTHER LETTERS RECEIVED 


on the Occasion of the 25th Anniversary of 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


“Congratulations and felicitations. I know your good work and appreciate it. We must do 
our utmost to train aspirants to the Sacred Priesthood from our Negro Catholic families. 
You are serving outstandingly the Church in the United States. May God bless you and 


make your work ever more fruitful.” MOST REV. SAMUEL A. STRITCH, D.D. 
Archbishop of Chicago 


“Congratulations !” 
MOST REV. EDMUND F. GIBBONS, D.D. 
Bishop of Albany 


“Best wishes for a long future.” 
MOST REV. JOHN F. NOLL, D.D. 
Bishop of Fort Wayne 


“IT extend my prayerful congratulations and best wishes for continued blessings in your 


great work.” MOST REV. MARIANO S. GARRIGA, D.D. 
Coadjutor Bishop of Corpus Christi 


“ I wish you and the Seminary every blessing, especially on the day of the Silver Jubilee 


celebration.” MOST REV. JOHN J. SWINT, D.D. 
Bishop of Wheeling 


“Let me offer you and the Faculty my congratulations for the good work you have 
already accomplished and my best wishes that the Lord will bless you and all the members 


of the Faculty in every way.” MOST REV. EDWARD F. RYAN, D.D. 
Bishop of Burlington 
“My blessing and best wishes upon your work.” 


MOST REV. VINCENT J. RYAN, D.D. 
Bishop of Bismarck 


“Permit me to congratulate you on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee celebration of St. 
Augustine’s Seminary. I assure you that you and the Seminary will be in my prayers.” 


MOST REV. FRANCIS J. HAAS, D.D. 
Bishop of Grand Rapids 


“Heartfelt congratulations on the Jubilee. May God continue to bless your work.” 


MOST REV. GEORGE J. REHRING, S.T.D. 
Auxiliary Bishop of Cincinnati 


“Very blest wishes for a happy celebration.” 


RIGHT REV. MSGR. D. J. O’BEIRNE 
Vicar General, Diocese of Natchez 


“Naturally, as a native Mississippian, I am proud that the only Seminary in the country 
devoted exclusively to preparing colored seminarians for the Priesthood is located in our 
diocese. It is certainly a consolation to everyone interested in colored work to know of the 
splendid way in which you are carrying out the ideals of St. Augustine’s Seminary. 


“I find additional pleasure in visiting the Seminary and noting the really Christlike zeal 
and enthusiasm that all the Fathers have for their work. Certainly they are making history 
at St. Augustine’s. 


“Please accept the enclosed offering as a small contribution in connection with your 
jubilee celebration this fall. I do hope that the celebration will be very successful and pro- 
ductive of much good.” VERY REV. MSGR. J. B. BRUNINI, J.C.D. 

Chancellor, Diocese of Natchez 


“It is a pleasure to congratulate you on having so successfully spent the first twenty-five 
years of training colored boys for the Holy Priesthood. God has blessed your efforts with 
outstanding success and I am confident that greater things are yet to be done through the 
good priests which your Seminary will turn out.... I have recommended your cause to all 
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the Catholic high schools in New Orleans which have a unit of the C.S.M.C. In addition to 
this I am pleased to enclose my own little gift as a token of deep interest in the good work 


which you are doing.” REV. HERMAN P. LOHMANN 
New: Orleans Archdiocesan Director 
Society for Propagation of the Faith 


“We wish to assure you of our prayers and to congratulate you on the occasion of the 
Silver Jubilee of your Seminary. May God continue to bless your work.” 


MOTHER M. TERESA, Mother General 
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Monroe, Michigan 


“Please accept our sincere congratulations for what has been accomplished in the past 
for the benefit of colored students for the holy priesthood. From all our heart we wish and 
pray, God may continue to bless your efforts for so holy a purpose and grant you the joy 
of seeing many colored youths become zealous and holy missionary priests.” 


SODALITY OF ST. PETER CLAVER 
St. Louis, Mo. 


“Sincere congratulations on the 25th anniversary of the founding of St. Augustine's 
Seminary and prayer for the success of its every undertaking.” 


MISSIONARY FRANCISCAN SISTERS 
St. Benedict’s Convent 
Augusta, Ga. 


“Congratulations on your Silver Anniversary. May you last as long as the world lasts, 


ad majorem Dei gloriam!” MOTHER MARY DOMINIC, Superior 
Dominican Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
Marbury, Ala. 


“The enclosed represents the results of mite box offerings and sale of paper and junk 
by our school children for your Silver Jubilee.... God bless you and your work.” 
REV. JOHN M. HAINES, C.S.Sp. 
Hot Springs, Ark. 


“Tt gives me great pleasure to present you with this little gift because I was one of the 
first favored ones who was there when Father Christman, Father Baltes and Father Schneider 
started the seminary, and I was privileged to teach, among others, Rev. Fathers Smith and 
Rousseve mathematics. May God’s further blessing rest in the fullest measure upon the 
noble work of the seminary and all who spent their life for this noble cause. Sincerest 
good wishes from the community of St. Therese’s Hospital for a blessed Jubilee.” 


SISTER LEONARDINE, Superior 
Sisters Servants of the Holy Ghost 
St. Therese’s Hospital 

Waukegan, IIl. 


“Tt pleased us to hear about the Silver Jubilee of your Seminary. Kindly accept our 
offering of a $25 War Bond to aid your noble work.... We are a class of 37 seventh-grade 
girls, missionaries, as we like to style ourselves. We contribute each week our weekly al- 
lowance, which we would otherwise spend on shows, to worthy causes such as yours. Best 


” 


wishes and prayers..... THE SEVENTH-GRADE GIRLS 
Holy Family School 
Dayton, Ohio 


“We are very happy to spend a Jubilee gift. We are sending $10 in order to help some 
poor colored boy who wishes to become a priest. In order to get this money we brought many 
sacrifices. Our teacher has a bank in which we put money, such as nickels for ice cream, 
soda, pop, candy.... It was sometimes a great sacrifice, and for most of us very hard.... 
We do hope that this will help someone. We would be very grateful if you would say a 
prayer for us, for which we thank you.” 

9th and 10th GRADE PUPILS 
St. Peter’s School 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 


With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


Mission Building Program 

Most of the S.V.D. mission schools 
in the South have become so crowded 
that several of the Fathers have found 
it imperative to incur the expense of 
building additions to their schools. 

Father Francis Baltes, Holy Ghost 
Church, Jackson, Miss., is adding two 
classrooms and a school cafeteria for 
the use of his almost 600 pupils. 

Father Maurice Rousseve, Church of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. Mar- 
tinville, La., is adding four classrooms 
to his four-room school, because last 
year so many Catholic children had to 
be turned away for lack of room. Plans 
are also under way for building a small 
convent for the Sisters who for three 
years have been traveling back and 
forth daily between Our Lady of Per- 
petual Help School and St. Edward’s 
Convent in New Iberia, a distance of 
nine miles each way. 


FIRST COMMUNION CLASS AT ST. PETER’S MISSION 

in Julien Hill, La., one of the new missions taken over by the 

Divine Word Fathers about 10 months ago and attended by Fa- 
ther Cosmas Schneider from Jeanerette, La. 
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At Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School in Lafayette, La., the four class- 
rooms and auditorium added by Fa- 
ther Anthony Bourges have been com- 
pleted and are now in use. 


Holy Rosary Institute, Lafayette, La., 
at last has a school auditorium worthy 
of the name. The open pavilion, con- 
sisting of a roof with no sides or floor- 
ing, used heretofore has now been con- 
verted into a nice, closed-in auditorium, 
due to the untiring efforts of Father 
Charles Windolph. 

Father Jerome Haines is building a 
small mission school for his colored 
children in Verdunville, La., but he is 
having a very hard time obtaining the 
necessary materials, 

In Bay Saint Louis, Miss., Father 
Joseph Holken has just completed an 
addition to the convent of the Blue 
Sisters who teach in St. Rose de Lima 
School, 

Father Peter de Bo- 

2 er, St. Francis’ Mis- 

~~ sion, Yazoo City, Miss., 

is adding a new work- 

_ shop to his Vocational 

| High School, which 

- was built last year. The 

science laboratory, 

which Father was un- 

able to equip last year, 

is being gradually fit- 

ted out. Two new Sis- 

ters have been added 

to the staff this year, 

making a total of thir- 

teen Franciscan  Sis- 

ters. This is the larg- 

est number of Sisters 

in any one of our SVJ) 

Southern Missions. St. 

Francis’ School has 8 

grammar grades and 3 

years of high school. 

It is hoped to add the 

last year of high school 
next September. 
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In Jeanerette, La., Father Cosmas 
Schneider is busy building a small 
church for the 300 Catholics of his 
new mission of Our Lady of the 
Rosary. 

This much-needed building program 
has been made possible by the gener- 
osity of the friends and benefactors of 
our colored missions. Of course, if 
there are other friends who would like 
to lend a helping hand to this work, let 
them not be dismayed; there is still a 
chance. Not all the bills for these 
buildings have been paid as yet — not 
by a long shot! But our missionaries 
are going right ahead with their urgent 
program, confident that God, for Whom 
they are working, will see them 
through. 


The Catholic Church at Work 


in Atlanta 
(Continued from page 197) 


famous, but in the equally lovely 


hymns all Catholics know, the 
“Tantum Ergo,” “Holy God, We 
Praise Thy Name,” and many 
others. 

In their earnest. devotion no one 
notices if a latecomer slips in the 
door and kneels in the rear pew. 
No one knows that “white folks” 
have visited their modest church, 
feeling strangely out of place and 
still more strangely right at home. 
The same white Host is lifted for 
adoration of black folks and white, 
the same precious Blood of Mary’s 
Son flows into the chalice and washes 
clean the souls of both her dark and 
light-skinned children. The same 
centuries-old liturgy, the same uni- 
versal faith, the same promise of 
equal reward for souls who live and 
die in God’s friendship, regardless 
of the color of their bodies... here 
is the true racial equality which may 
perhaps in earthly affairs never be- 


come more than an idealistic dream. 

As a recent Atlanta Journal edi- 
torial pointed out, “there is no race 
problem of any importance or conse- 
quence among good white men and 
good colored men.” Humility, in 
either race, is the foundation of vir- 
tue. Love of God results inevitably 
in love of His creatures whose souls, 
in black bodies or white, are created 
to His image and likeness, and 
destined to degrees of eternal glory 
measured only by their fidelity to 
Him. 

And the Catholic Church, which 
recognizes and honors the sanctity 
of a Martin de Porres as readily as 
she does an Anthony of Padua, 
sends her priests to baptize and in- 
struct, to administer the Sacraments 
and offer the Mass, and her bishops 
to dedicate the churches and parish 
buildings, to confirm and ordain, 
anywhere that human beings of any 
race will correspond with God’s 
graces and accept the light of faith. 
The Catholic Church is at work in 
Atlanta. 


Looking over the latest fashion sheet 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


Mission Building Program 

Most of the eh ea BS Mission schools 
in the South have become so crowded 
that several of the Fathers have found 
it imperative to incur the expense of 
building additions to their schools. 

Father Francis Laltes. Holy Ghost 
Church, Jackson, Miss., is adding two 
classrooms and a cafeteria for 
the use of his almost 600 pupils. 

lather Maurice Rousseve, Church of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. Mar- 
tinville, La., is adding four classrooms 
to his four-room school, because last 
year sO many Catholic children had to 
he turned away for lack of room, Plans 
are also under way for building a small 
convent for the Sisters who for three 
vears have been traveling back and 
torth daily between Our Lady of Per- 
petual Help School and St. Edward's 
Convent in New Iberia, a distance of 
nine miles each way, 
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FIRST COMMUNION CLASS AT ST. PETER’S MISSION 

in Julien Hill, La., one of the new missions taken over by the 

Divine Word Fathers about 10 months ago and attended by Fa- 
ther Cosmas Schneider from Jeanerette, La. 
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At Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School in Lafayette, La., the four class- 
rooms and auditorium added by Fa- 
ther Anthony Bourges have been com- 
pleted and are now in use, 

Holy Rosary Institute, Lafayette, La., 
at last has a school auditorium worthy 
of the name, The open pavilion, con- 
sisting of a roof with no sides or floor- 
ing. used heretofore has now been con- 
verted into a nice, closed-in auditorium, 
due to the untiring efforts of Father 
Charles \Windolph. 

Father Jerome Haines is building a 
small mission school for his colored 
children in Verdunville, La.. but he is 
having a very hard time obtaining the 
necessary materials, 

In Bay Saint Louis, Miss.. Father 
Joseph Holken has just completed an 
addition to the convent of the Blue 
Sisters who teach in St. Rose de Lina 
School, 

Father Peter de Bo- 
er, St. Francis’ Mis- 
sion, Yazoo City, Miss., 
is adding a new work- 
shop to his Vocational 
High = School, which 
was built last year. The 
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which lather was un- 
able to equip last year, 
is being gradually fit- 
ted out. Two new Sis- 
ters have been added 
to the statf this vear, 
making a total of thir- 
teen Franciscan — Sis- 
ters. This is the larg- 
est number of Sisters 
in any one of our SVD 
Southern Missions. St. 
irancis’ School has & 
grammar grades and 3 
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It is hoped to add the 
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In Jeanerette, La. Father Cosmas 
Schneider is) busy building a small 
church for the 300 Catholies of his 
new mission of Our Lady of the 
Rosary. 

This much-needed building program 
has been made possible by the gener- 
ositvy of the friends and benefactors of 
our colored missions. Qf course, it 
there are other friends who would like 
te lend a helping hand to this work, let 
them not be dismayed; there is still a 
chance. Not all the bills for these 
buildings have been paid as vet not 
by a long shot! But our missionaries 
are going right ahead with their urgent 
program, confident that God, for \Whom 
they are working. will see them 
through. 


The Catholic Church at Work 
in Atlanta 


(Continued from page 197) 


famous, but in the equally lovely 


hymns all Catholics know, the 
“Tantum Ergo,” “Holy God, We 
Praise Thy Name,” and many 
others. 

In their earnest devotion no one 
notices if a latecomer slips in the 
door and kneels in the rear pew. 
No one knows that “white folks” 
have visited their modest church, 
feeling strangely out of place and 
still more strangely right at home. 
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Son flows into the chalice and washes 
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versal faith, the same promise of 
equal reward for souls who live and 
die in God’s friendship, regardless 
of the color of their bodies. 
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My dear Boys and Girls: 


All of you are back in school now 
and enjoying it (I hope), I am sure- 
ly glad that you didn’t forget me dur- 
ing the summer vacation. You wrote 
so many letters that I just won’t be 
able to get them all into my Mail Bag 
at one time; some of them will have 
to wait until the next time. But do 
not stop writing on that account. Keep 


on writing to me anyway; I’ll get those 
letters into my Mail Bag even if I 
have to stuff it up to the brim! So 
here goes. 


MY MAIL BAG 


Dear Father Howard: — I am a boy 13 
years old. I heard about sending stories in 
and if they are the best you put them in 
ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER, so I 
have a story I made up. Here is my story. 
Yours truly, 

Louis Charles, age 13 
120 College Street 
St. Martinville, La. 


I received your story O.K., Charles, and 
passed it on to the judges of the Short Story 
Contest. We shall see what they say about 
it over on the next page. 


Dear Father Howard: — I received the 
holy picture and the ST. AUGUSTINE’S 
MESSENGER. I was very glad to receive 
them both. I like to read the MESSENGER. 
I also like to read the “Children’s Corner.” 
I got promoted to the 6th grade. Please 
pray for me and I will say a prayer for 
you. Respectfully yours, 


Dolores Labrie, age 11 
Lebeau, La. 


It made me happy that you were picked by 
the judges as the winner of the last Short 
Story Contest. I hope you do as well in 
your compositions in school, Congratulations 
on your promotion, I will pray for you, but 
don’t forget your part of the bargain. 


Dear Father Howard: — We have a “We'll 
Help Club” in our room. We pray, buy 
defense stamps, and save scrap paper. 

We are all members of the Junior Red 
Cross. We are writing to our soldiers and 
are making calendar pads for them. We 
are praying for you, too. Your little friends, 

: The Second Graders 
St. Mary’s School 
Dubuque, Iowa 


I was very glad to receive your letter, You 
are doing a swell job, and I know the sol- 
diers appreciate it even though the war is 
over now. Thanks for your prayers, and 
write again. 

Dear Father Howard: — I am in the 
second grade at St. Mary’s School. Sister 
Mary Lucida is our teacher. We have many 
nice books in our room. I like to read them. 
We work hard. 

When are you coming back to St. Mary’s? 
I wish you would be here for our Picnic 
again. We are praying for you. I hope 
you are well. Your little friend, 

Billy Jaeggi, age 8 
1561 Jackson Street 
Dubuque, Iowa 

Thank you, Billy, for your fine letter. I 
would like very much to come back to St. 
Mary’s for another of your nice picnics. I 
certainly enjoyed the last one, the games 
and races and everything, especially the soda 
pop. I am glad you haven’t forgotten to 
pray for me. I won't forget you in my 
prayers either. 
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Dear Father Howard: — I have just got 
through reading your “Children’s Corner.” 
Here is my story. Please publish my story 
and letter in-the MESSENGER. God bless 
you. Yours truly, 

Janice Brooks, age 10 
1906 Benson Street 
Houston 10, Texas 


Well, Janice, here is your letter all pub- 
lished in the MESSENGER, but you'll have to 
read further to see what the judges decided 
about your story. 


Dear Father Howard: — This is my first 
time writing to you. I’ve been reading the 
“Children’s Corner” very closely and enjoyed 
it very much. I am enclosing a short story 
which I composed. I hope that you will 
enjoy reading it. 

I am an altar boy, and I am wishing that 
one day I will become a priest. 

If the short story is good, will you please 
publish it in your book? ~May God bless 
you and all the others at the Seminary. 
Your altar boy, 

Demas Benoit, age 14 
404 8th Street 
Lafayette, La. 


I did enjoy reading your story, Demas, 
and I hope that the judges enjoyed it also. 
If you want to become a priest, be a good 
altar boy; pray and receive the Sacraments 
often. I will remember you in my prayers. 


Dear Father Howard: — Only a few lines 
to let you hear from me. I am getting along 
fine and hope you are doing likewise. 

I am sending a short story, Father, and 
I hope it will be one of the best ones. I 
tried my best to make it a success and I’m 
hoping that I will succeed. 

‘Father, I am hoping that you will visit 
New Roads soon again. I am sure the Dear 
Lord will bless you for the good work you 
are doing. 

We had the Forty Hours’ Devotion at our 
church, and we all had to turn out in our 
cape and veil. You know, I am a Child of 
Mary. Very truly yours, 

Marian Christophe, age 14 
St. Augustine’s School 
New Roads, La. 


That must have looked very pretty, Marian, 
to see all the Children of Mary dressed in 
blue capes and white veils. And I hope that 
your prayers before the Throne of God 
looked even prettier than the capes and veils. 
Thanks for your story. Both the judges 
and I are glad that you sent in such a nice 
story. 


Dear Father Howard: — While reading 
the: “Children’s Corner” I decided to write 
a short story. I board at St. Mary’s Acad- 
emy in New Orleans. Everyone said that 
they enjoyed the talk you gave at the grad- 
uation there in June very much. I am liv- 
ing in Mandeville for the summer. 

I will close, hoping to see my story in 
next month’s MESSENGER. Ask all the 
boys and girls to pray for me. I will pray 
for them. Sincerely in Christ, 

Corethia Thomas, 8th grade 
Holy Family School 
Mandeville, La. 

Corethia, I think that the other boys aml 
girls will be glad to say a prayer for you. 
Your story is a good one. (P.S. I gave it 
to those awful judges!) 


Short Story Contest 


The Short Story Contest has surely 
aroused a lot of interest. And lots of 
good stories have come in. Of course, 
everybody can’t win, but each one can 
at least TRY to win. And it’s all very 
simple and easy. 

Here are the rules: 

1) Any schoolboy or schoolgirl may 
enter the contest. 

2) All you have to do is to write a 
short story — not more than 500 words 
— sign your NAME, AGE, GRADE 
and ADDRESS, and send the story to 
me. 

3) The story may be about anything, 
but must be ORIGINAL, that is, made 
up by you, and NOT copied. 

4) Each month’s winner will receive 
TWO PRIZES: a large and beautiful 
7-by-10-inch holy picture in colors, 
and a one-year free subscription for Sr. 
AUGUSTINE'S MESSENGER. 

5) The runners-up, or next best 
stories selected by the judges, will be 
held over and entered in the following 
month’s contest. In this way all the 
really good stories will get another 
chance to win a prize. 

6) Each runner-up will receive a 
blessed Sacred Heart badge (but only 
one for the same story). 

7) The winning short story each 
month will be published in the CHIL- 
DREN’S CORNER. Each boy or girl 
who sends in a story which is neither 
a winner nor a runner-up will receive 
honorable mention for trying. 
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The winner of the contest for this 
month is Rose A, Zuber, a 7th grade 
pupil of St. Stanislaus School, Summit 
Hill, Pa. And here is the story she 
wrote: 


AN EMBARRASSING EXPERIENCE 
by 
Rose A. Zuber, age 12 
46 West Ridge Avenue 
Summit Hill, Pa. 


One day as I was nosing around in my 
sister’s room, I came across a note from 
her boy friend informing her that he would 
be at our house that evening to ask a mo- 
mentous question. Being very curious to 
know what this decisive procedure was 
about, I decided to satisfy my curiosity by 
a cunning scheme. I knew that they would 
sit on Mother’s antique “love-seat.” This 
seat we inherited from our ancestors, and 
on it for many generations this certain 
question was asked. I hid behind it and 
waited with anxiety the arrival of John. 

When Sis and he canie in and sat down 
on the ancient divan, John began relating to 
her the famous beautiful phrases of ro- 
mance. Then, all of a sudden, he fell to 
his knees, saying, “Will you marry me?” 
This sudden action caused the old sofa to 
let out a cloud of dust which entered my 
nostrils and caused me to sneeze. Can you 
imagine my embarrassment when I humbly 
came out of my hiding-place? 


I suppose what happened after that 
was enough to teach that little girl not 
to read other people’s letters and not 
to be an eavesdropper again. 

For this short story Rose will re- 
ceive a big 7x10-inch colored holy pic- 
ture, and a whole year’s free subscrip- 
tion for the MEssENGER as her prizes. 

The judges decided that the next 
best short stories are those sent in by: 

Marian Christophe, age 14, New Roads, 
bas 

Theodore Carter, age 14, 1900 Love Joy 
Lane, St. Louis 6, Mo.: 

Corethia R. Thomas, Holy Family School, 
Mandeville, La.; 

Demas Benoit, age 14, 404 Eighth Street, 
Lafayette, La.; 

Janice Brooks, age 10, 1906 Benson Street, 
Houston 10, Texas. 

These five children will each receive 
a blessed Sacred Heart badge as their 
prize, and their stories, which are good, 
will be kept over and entered again in 
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next month’s contest. Thus they will 
get another chance at first prize. 


HONORABLE MENTION: Louis Charles, 
age 13, 120 College Street, St. Martinville, 
La. 


So, you young storywriters, get busy ! 
Write a story today and send it on its 
way. But don’t forget to sign your 
NAME, AGE, GRADE and AD- 
DRESS. 


*K * * 


Remember to pray for the success of 
our Silver Jubilee Celebration on Tues- 
day, October 16, and that St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary may be able to furnish 
more and more priests for the work of 
the colored missions, 


FATHER Howarp, S.V. D. 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss, 


Mission Trip through Tennessee 
(Continued from page 202) 


soon as circumstances will permit. 
There are a number of locations in 
the diocese where the results would 
be well worth the effort. We feel 
it to be particularly urgent that a 
Negro parish be established in Chat- 
tanooga. We have a nucleus of Ne- 
gro Catholics there, around which to 
build a parish, and we plan to un- 
dertake this at the earliest possible 
moment. Both the opportunity and 
the need exist and, with the removal 
of government restrictions on build- 
ing, only finances will stand in our 
way.” 

Now with the war over and war- 
time restrictions being rapidly re- 
laxed, it seems that a new era for 
Negro mission work in Tennessee is 
about to dawn. 


Male Secretary Wanted 


for position in editorial office. Must have 
good education. Anyone interested write to 


Rev. Clarence J. Howard, S.V.D. 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education 
and training of one of our students for the priesthood. Won’t you 
help us complete one of the following incomplete Burses? 


Sacred Heart 

St. Augustine 

St. Matthias 

St. Jude 

St. Elizabeth 

St. Joseph 

St. Martha . 

Holy Ghost 

St. Madeline Sophie Barat 
Sorrowful Mother 


. $4,845.65 
3,404.25 
844.50 
629.50 
501.00 
400.00 
235.00 
193.87 
127.50 
45.70 


Any amount large or small will be appreciated. Send donations to 
REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


We knew you would want them, so we made sure to have 
some for you — 


Religious Christmas Cards 


READY NOW 


@ Our Christmas cards center about Christ and His Birth 


@ Our Christmas cards are reasonable in price — 21 cards and envelopes boxed — 
only $1.00 (please add a few cents for packing and postage) 


@ Our Christmas cards give you an opportunity to help us educate poor students for 


the priesthood 
Order today from: 


FATHER RECTOR 


ST. AUGUSTINE SEMINARY, BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


Members of our 


MISSION MASS LEAGUE 


@ Share in hundreds of Holy Masses said 
annually for the living and the deceased 
League members. They also share in the 
benefits of various indulgences as well as 
in the good works of the Fathers, Brothers 
and Seminarians of the Society of the Divine 
Word. 


Annual Membership .. $1.00 
Perpetual Membership $10.00 


For further information write to: 


THE REVEREND DIRECTOR 
Mission Mass League 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Taking an S.V. D. 
ANNOEEW 


IS AN EASY WAY TO HELP THE 
MISSION WORK OF THE CHURCH 


@ Give us a sum of money on which we 
will pay you an annual interest as long as 
you live. After death the principal will be 
used for the missionary purposes of the 
Society of the Divine Word, especially for 
the education of colored students for the 
priesthood. 
For information write to the 
REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
ANNUITY PLAN 
Society of the Divine Word 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 
Send for a free copy of our booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST” 


Help Rebuild 
a War-torn World 


In order to comply with the wishes of His Holi- 

ness, Pope Pius XII, we wish to remind our readers 

* that October 21 will be observed throughout the world 

as Mission Sunday. This day, set aside by the Holy 

See to focus attention upon the mission apostolate, 

affords the faithful an opportunity to take an active 

part in the magnificent work being done by our missionary bishops, 


priests, brothers and sisters in winning souls to Christ. 


Contributions to the Society for the Propagation of the Faith on 
Mission Sunday will insure the future of the missionary Church, 
whether at home or in foreign fields. Regardless of the hardships 
which they must face, in spite of the devastation which has fallen 
upon so many of their stations, our missionaries are eager and willing 
to continue and expand their work, if they have your help. Prove 
your Catholicity by a generous response to the plea of Christ’s Vicar 
for aid to his own pontifical mission aid organization, the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith. 


For further details concerning Mission Sunday observance con- 


tact the director of that society in your own diocese. 


MISSION SUNDAY -- OCT. 21 
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FIRST COMMUNION CLASS 
Church of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, Clevelend 
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Help Rebuild 
a War-torn World 


In order to comply with the wishes of His Holli- 
ness, Pope Pius XII, we wish to remind our readers 
that October 21 will be observed throughout the world 
as Mission Sunday. This day, set aside by the Holy 
See to focus attention upon the mission apostolate. 
affords the faithful an opportunity to take an active 

part in the magnificent work being done by our missionary bishops, 


priests, brothers and sisters in winning souls to Christ. 


Contributions to the Society for the Propagation of the Faith on 
Mission Sunday will insure the future of the missionary Church, 
whether at home or in foreign fields. Regardless of the hardships 
which they must face, in spite of the devastation which has fallen 
upon so many of their stations, our missionaries are eager and willing 
to continue and expand their work, if they have your help. Prove 
your Catholicity by a generous response to the plea of Christ’s Vicar 
for aid to his own pontifical mission aid organization, the Society for 


the Propagation of the Faith. 


For further details concerning Mission Sunday observance con 


tact the director of that society in your own diocese. 


MISSION SUNDAY -- OCT. 21 


FIRST COMMUNION CLASS 
Church of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, Clevelend, Oh 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED! 


FOR THE ARMY OF CHRIST 
World War II is ended, but the fight to 


save immortal souls from hell still goes on. 


Teaching the Word of God 


Courageous boys and young men are needed to undergo an intensive 
basic training in the Seminary and to be commissioned as missionary 
priests in order to preach the Good News of the Gospel to 13 million 
Negroes 


YOUNG MAN, ARE YOU COURAGEOUS? 
WILL YOU VOLUNTEER FOR GOD’S SERVICE? 


For information write to 
REV. FATHER PREFECT 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Contents of this Issue 
Apostolic Delegate’s Letter 
Jubilee Ordination — Clarence J. Howard, SV. D. 
Negro Knights Hold Rally ar 
Boston's First All Catholic Colored Scout Troop 08 
The Consecrated Hands of a Negro Priest —- Thomas Massey 
On the Negro Mission Front , oe 
Unforgettable Centenarian — I’. Rev. Joseph Eckert, SV. D. 
Kentucky Graduates ak 14. 
On Race Discrimination — Betty Sue Hopper 
Seminary News 
November's Saints 
Quote and Unquote 
With Our SVD Fathers on the Colored Missions 
Catholic Education in Mississippi 
Bright Spots in the News 
Appointed for USO Overseas Post 
Children’s Corner 
Books: “Black Martyrs” 


Serve God with the 


MISSIONARY BROTHERS 


OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 


REQUIREMENTS: 

AGE — From 16 to 30 

HEALTH — A sound mind in a sound body 

EDUCATION — Average or better. Our Brothers are not ordained priests; need no further 
schooling. Whatever his education, training or experience, each candidate will find 
suitable occupation. 

EXPENSES — None 

MOTIVE — For love of God to consecrate one’s life to Him in the religious state 


For further information write to: FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


POSTMASTER: Send notices of removal (Form 3578) to St. Augustine’s Seminary, 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


SIPD Washington ~bvenue 
Washington, D.C. 


October 16, 1945 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


The Very Reverend Joseph Busch, S.V.D. 
Rector, St. Augustine’s Seminary 

Box 31l 

Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Very Reverend and dear Father Rector: 


I am indeed pleased to inform you that on this 
memorable occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the foundation 
of your Seminary our Most Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has 
very graciously deigned to impart to you, the Rector, to all 
the members of the Faculty and the student body, as well as 
to all your friends and benefactors, his special Apostolic 
Benediction. His Holiness wishes this Blessing to be a pledge 
of the graces which will come to yourself and to all those 
who devote themselves in a Special manner to the spiritual 
welfare of the colored race, especially through such an 
effective means as the training of priests from their own 
ranks. In his first Encyclical, His Holiness expressed his 
paternal interest in this Apostolate by Speaking of it at 
length, and in this Blessing which he grants you whole— 
heartedly today, he repeats his exhortations to continued 
zeal in this field of priestly work so dear to his fatherly 
heart. 

May I take this occasion to assure you of my own 
personal congratulations and good wishes, and with fervor 
to pray that God will continue to bless your efforts and 
give them an ever-increasing measure of success. 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


Archbishop of Laodicea 
Apostolic Delegate 


Rev. William Adams, S.V. D. 


On the morning of Saturday, 
September 29, just about two weeks 
before it celebrated the Silver Jubi- 
lee of its establishment, St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary in Bay Saint Louis, 
Miss., had the happiness of seeing 
another of its sons elevated to the 
glorious dignity of the Catholic 
priesthood. This great event, the 
second such ordination this year, 
brought to a total of twenty the 
number of Negro priests St. Augus- 
Pe ae Ga i! > 


; ) 
ei | 


Jubilee Ordination 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ The second Ordination of this 
@ Silver Jubilee year gives to 
@ St. Augustine's its 20th 

@ Negro Priest 


tine’s Seminary has given to the 
world. 


On January 6, 1945, the Rev. 
Arthur Winters, S.V. D., of Pleas- 
antville, N. J., was ordained to the 
priesthood in the Seminary chapel. 
This time the Most Reverend Bishop 
Richard O. Gerow, D.D., of Nat- 
chez, conferred the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders on the Rev. William 
Adams, S.V.D., of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 


What a solemn moment that was 
when, in awesome silence, the priests 
filed singly into the sanctuary and 
laid their hands gently upon the 
head of their soon-to-be brother 
priest! What a feeling of sacred 
joy flooded the hearts of the rela- 
tives, priests, Brothers, Sisters, sem- 


At the Consecration of the Mass 
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Fathers Arthur Winters, S.V.D., and Leo Woods, S.V.D., congratulate the newly ordained 


inarians, and other friends present as 
the Bishop anointed those youthful 
hands with Holy Oil and consecrated 


them forever to the service of God! 
Truly the noble heart of the young 
priest, who had long ago freely 
chosen to give himself to God, must 
have rejoiced exceedingly when he 
realized the great dignity and power 
that God had given him in return. 

On the following Sunday morn- 
ing Father Adams celebrated his 
First Holy Mass. He was assisted 
by his pastor, the Right.Rev. Mon- 
signor John A. Butler, of St. Mary’s 
Church, Cambridge, Mass. Rev. 
Maurice Rousseve, S.V. D., pastor 
of the Church of Our Lady of Per- 
petual Help, St. Martinville, La., 


preached the First Mass sermon. 

Father Adams was born in Cam- 
bridge, Mass., in 1913. He entered 
St. Augustine’s Seminary in 1936. 
His parents, both now deceased, had 
four children — two boys and two 
girls — all living. Father Adams’ 
older brother, Charles, entered the 
religious life also. He is a professed 
Jesuit Brother and is at present sta- 
tioned as infirmarian at Weston Col- 
lege, Weston, Mass. 

Father Adams will continue his 
theological studies at the Seminary 
until June, when he will go home 
for a short vacation before receiv- 
ing his particular assignment in the 
glorious missionary work of Christ’s 


Church. 


“Does it not indeed follow ... from the very nature of the 
Church as a Divine institution, that every tribe or people should 
have priests who are one with it in race and character, in habit of 
thought and temperament? Aside from the fact that such priests 
will find a friendly welcome, will they not also prove far more effec- 
tive in leading their brethren into, and confirming them in, the faith 
than any priests of a different race and from another country?” 


POPE PIUS XI 


Rev. William Adams, S.V. D. 
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NEGRO 

KNIGHTS 
HOLD 

RALLY: 


On the feast of St. Peter Claver, 
September 9, the Knights and Ladies 
of Peter Claver of the city of New 
Orleans, La., gave a public demon- 
stration of their Faith by holding 
an open air religious celebration in 
honor of their Patron Saint. Each 
year the Knights have a St. Peter 
Claver’s Day program, but never be- 
fore had they done things on such a 
grand scale. 


The celebration was held in the 
stadium of Xavier University. In 
spite of threatening weather about 
five or six hundred persons turned 
cut. His Excellency, the Most Rev. 
Joseph F. Rummel, S.T.D., Arch- 
bishop of New Orleans, was present 
and addressed the gathering. Rev. 
Harry Maloney, S.S.J., assistant 
pastor of Corpus Christi Church, de- 
livered the principal address. Other 
speakers included national and local 
officers of the Knights of Peter 
Claver. Music for the occasion was 
furnished by the boys’ band of La- 
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@ Catholic Knights of St. Peter Claver 


Looking toward the speakers’ 

stand 

(Below) Some of the special 

guests — 4th degree Knights 

of Peter Claver, Knights of 
Columbus, Boys’ Band, 

soldiers, sailors, etc. 


fon Boys’ Home. In charge of the 
program was Rev. Willis Darling, 
C.M., pastor of St. Katherine’s 
Church. About fifteen members of 
the clergy were in attendance, in- 
cluding the Right Rev. Columban 
Thuis, O.S.B., Benedictine Abbot of 
St. Joseph’s Abbey, St. Benedict, 
Louisiana. 

An interracial note was added to 
the celebration by the presence of 
honor guards of the Knights of Co- 
lumbus and of the Catholic For- 
esters, together with the honor guard 
of the Fourth Degree of the Knights 
of Peter Claver. The Archbishop 
remarked on this show of fraternal 
interest and Catholic solidarity, and 
said that he hoped that this would 
“set a pattern for future gatherings 
of this kind.” 

The program was closed with 
Solemn Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament, during which the Arch- 
bishop was assisted by Rev. Arthur 
Winters, S.V. D., of St. Augustine’s 
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Some of the spectators at the Knights of Peter Claver Rally 


Boston's First All Catholic 
Colored Scout Troop 


Seminary, as deacon, Rev. Ivan 
Huber, C.S.Sp., pastor of Holy 
Ghost Church, as subdeacon, and 
Rev. Francis Tighe, S.S.J., pastor 
of St. Raymond’s Church, as master 
of ceremonies. The huge gold 
monstrance which was used during 
the National Eucharistic Congress 
in 1938 was used again for this 
special occasion. 

The Knights of Peter Claver are 
members of a Catholic fraternal or- 
ganization established in Mobile, 
Ala., in 1909. Today their coun- 
cils and courts are spread over four- 
teen States and have memberships of 
4,371 Knights, 3,577 Ladies, 450 
Junior Knights, and 639 Junior 
Daughters, making a total of 9,037 
members. 


The Consecrated Hands 


of a Negro Priest 
By THOMAS MASSEY 


We hail the dark hands of our priest 
That hold the Cup of Life; 

Hands that beckon guests to a Feast, 
Away from worldly strife. 


O anointed hands of our priest! 
Hands that bless and forgive, 

Your power now with Grace increased, 
Ready your all to give. 


A Negro Catholic Boy Scout troop 
was recently organized at the Blessed 
Sacrament Mission Center in Bos- 
ton, Mass. At the investiture cere- 
mony Father Richard Earley, S.S.J., 
the spiritual director, celebrated 
Holy Mass, during which the Boy 
Scouts received Communion in a 
body. Afterwards each boy took the 
Scout Oath and was presented with 
the Scout pin and neckerchief which 
had been blessed by Father Earley. 

The Most Rev. Richard J. Cush- 
ing, D.D., Archbishop of Boston, 
was present for the ceremony and 
gave the newly organized troop his 
blessing and approval. 
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livered the principal address. Other 
speakers included national and local 
officers of the Knights of Peter 
Claver. Music for the occasion was 
furnished by the boys’ band of La- 
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4,371 Knights, 3,577 Ladies, 450 
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By THOMAS MASSEY 


We hail the dark hands of our priest 
That hold the Cup of Life; 

Hands that beckon guests to a Feast. 
Away from worldly strife, 


© anointed hands of our priest ! 
Hands that bless and forgive, 
Your power now with Grace increased. 


Ready your all to give. 


A Negro Catholic Boy Scout troop 
Was recently organized at the Blessed 
Sacrament Mission Center in Bos 
ton, Mass. At the investiture cere 
mony lather Richard Farley, S.S.J., 
the spiritual director, celebrated 
Holy Mass, during which the Boy 
Scouts received Communion in 2 
body. Afterwards each boy took the 
Scout Oath and was presented with 
the Scout pin and neckerchief which 
had been blessed by Father Earley. 

The Most Rev. Richard J. Cush 
IN, DB: Archbishop of Boston, 
Was present for the ceremony and 
gave the newly organized troop his 
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ON THE NEGRO MISSION FRONT. . . 


HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC SCHOOL, MARSHALL, TEXAS, 
dedicated and opened in September of this year. 
four classrooms on the first floor with the Sisters’ quarters 
Father Raphael Maggiore, S.S.J., who built the 
school, feels that it will be a great aid in the expansion of 
his mission work. Three Sisters of the Holy Family (New 
The first year’s enroll- 


upstairs. 


Orleans) have charge of the school. 
ment has reached 55 


Sisters Take Over Three Schools 


The Sisters of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, whose Motherhouse is in 
Cornwells Heights, Pa., have added 
three more schools to their long list 


of Negro mission 
schools. In Septem- 
ber the Sisters began 
teaching in Our Moth- 
er of Mercy School, 
Rayne, Lousiana, St. 
Thomas the Apostle 
School, New York, 


N. Y., and St. Mon- 
Gary, 


ica’s_~— School, 
Indiana. 


Our Mother of 
Mercy School was for- 
merly staffed by two 
lay teachers, and St. 
Thomas’ School was 
formerly conducted by 
six Sisters of Mercy 
and three lay teachers. 
St. Monica’s School 
was just opened this 
year. The building was former- 
ly used as a school for the Croa- 
tian Catholic ehildren of Holy Trin- 
ity Parish. It has been renovated 
and is now under the care of the 
Oblate Fathers of St. Monica’s Col- 


There are 


Some of the 350 pupils of St. Jude’s School, Montgomery, Ala. 
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MOTHER SUPERIOR CELEBRATES SILVER JUBILEE 
Mother Dorothy (center), Superior General of the Franciscan Handmaids of the Most Pure 
Heart of Mary, celebrated the 25th Anniversary of her religious profession September 29 
at the community’s Motherhouse in New York City. Besides their Motherhouse, and their 
novitiate on Long Island, these Sisters conduct St. Aloysius’ School and St. Benedict’s Day 
Nursery in New York 


ored Mission. Five Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament staff the school. 


No Room Available 


St. Jude’s Mission School in 
Montgomery, Ala., announced in 
the papers that it could not register 
any new pupils this year. With the 
school packed with 324 pupils last 
year, there were no places available 
for new pupils this year, except in 
the first grade room, and all these 
were reserved by eager parents be- 
fore the closing of school last May. 


St. Jude’s School was built by 
Father Harold Purcell seven years 
ago. Eight Sisters of the Holy 
Family of Nazareth of Des Plaines, 
Ill., staff the school. 


White College Offers Scholarship 


St. Joseph’s College, West Hart- 
ford, Conn., has announced that it 
will give a full four-year tuition 
scholarship each year to any Negro 
girl of Greater Hartford who quali- 
fies for it. St. Joseph’s College is 
conducted by the Sisters of Mercy 
of Hartford. 


Colored Crusaders Win First Place 


At a city-wide rally of the Cath- 
olic Students’ Mission Crusade held 
in Louisville, Ky., this year, the 
unit of the Catholic Colored High 
School won first prize for its mis- 
sion activities. This high school is 
conducted by the Sisters of Charity 
of Nazareth, Kentucky. 
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Thomas the Apostle 
School, New York, 
N. Y., and St. Mon- 
ica’s. «= School, Gary, 
Indiana. 

Our Mother of 
Mercy School was for- 
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lay teachers, and St. 
Thomas’ School was 


dedicated and opened in September of this year. There are Pca aeloonsnelicted tae 
four classrooms on the first floor with the Sisters’ quarters OPMErty conducted by 
upstairs. Father Raphael Maggiore, S.S.J., who built the SIX sisters of Mercy 


school, feels that it will be a great aid in the expansion of 
his mission work. Three Sisters of the Holy Family (New 
Orleans) have charge of the school. The first year’s enroll- 


ment has reached 55 


Sisters Take Over Three Schools 

The Sisters of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, whose Motherhouse 1s in 
Cornwells Heights, Pa., have added 
three more schools to their long list 


and three lay teachers. 
St. Monica’s School 
Was just opened this 
year. The building was former 
ly used as a school for the Croa- 
tian Catholic children of Holy Trin- 
ity Parish. It has been renovated 
and is now under the care of the 
Oblate Fathers of St. Monica’s Col- 


Some of the 350 pupils of St. Jude’s School, Montgomery, Ala. 
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MOTHER SUPERIOR CELEBRATES SILVER JUBILEE 


Mother Dorothy (center), Superior General of the Franciscan Handmaids of the Most Pure 
Heart of Mary, celebrated the 25th Anniversary of her religious profession September 29 


at the community’s Motherhouse in New York City. 
novitiate on Long Island, these Sisters conduct St. Aloysius’ School and St. 


Besides their Motherhouse, and their 
Benedict’s Day 


Nursery in New York 


ored Mission. live Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament staff the school. 


No Room Available 


St. Jude’s School in 
Montgomery, Ala., announced in 
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school packed with 324 pupils last 
year, there were no places available 
tor new pupils this year, except in 
the first grade room, and all these 
were reserved by eager parents be- 
a the closing of school last May. 


Mission 


Jude’s School was built by 
Se Harold Purcell seven years 
ag0. Fight Sisters of the Holy 

Family of Nazareth of Des Plaines, 
lll., staff the school. 


White College Offers Scholarship 

Joseph’s West Hart 
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eirl of oo iter Hartford who qual 
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Colored Crusaders Win First Place 

At a city-wide rally of the Cath 
vlic Students’ Mission Crusade held 
1 Louisville, Ky., this vear, the 
unit of the Catholic Colored High 
School won first prize for its mis 
sion activities. This high school 3 
conducted by the Sisters of Chatite 
of Nazareth, Kentucky. 


UNFORGETTABLE CENTENARIAN 


Very Rev Josepu F. Eckert, S.V. D. 


@ Picture an ex-slave, a convert, an indefatigable worker 


Negroes, who were born and lived 
in slavery, are as rare today in the 
United States as a white raven. In 
former years while performing mis- 
sionary work in Chicago, I have met 
and buried some excellent Catholics 
who had been slaves and had re- 
ceived a good Catholic education 
from their masters. They were in- 
teresting characters. None of them 
harbored any rancor or hatred 
against their former masters; on the 
contrary they spoke kindly of them 
and cherished, even in old age, deep 
affection for them. 

A popular magazine has carried 
for some time an article entitled 
“The Most Unforgettable Charac- 
ter P’ve Met.” If I had to write 
such an article, then I would choose 
as my subject a convert who was once 


224 


@ and you have a picture of century-old Uncle Tuggles 


a slave in Mississippi, and who will 
round out 100 years on November 
24. His name is Mr. Giles Tug- 
gles, or “Uncle Tuggles” as he is 
affectionately called by young and 
old on Chicago’s Southside. 


I still remember well how one 
day, 15 years ago, I was called to 
the parlor in St. Elizabeth’s Rec- 
tory. As I entered there arose an 
old and venerable gentleman of 
tiny stature, neatly dressed, with 
nice white hair, well trimmed beard, 
and a sweet-looking face illuminated 
by gleaming little eyes. He im- 
pressed me at once as an unusual 
character and he fascinated me, even 
as old people have always fascinated 
me from childhood. 


Since in these days the depression 
had hit the colored people very hard 
and many were forced to ask for 
help, I thought that perhaps also 
this old gentleman needed some as- 
sistance. However, upon inquiry I 
learned that, though he was 85 years 
old, he was making a living by ped- 
dling newspapers. He had come to 
find out just what he must do to 
become a Catholic. That was good 
news for me, for it meant another 
convert for the Church. I advised 
him to return in the evening and 
jein our regular instruction class for 
adults, which was held every eve- 
ning at the Sisters? Convent, pro- 
vided that this would not impose any 
hardship upon him. 


In the evening Mr. Tuggles was 
one of the first to come to the in- 
structions. When I entered the 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


room at 8 o’clock, I found him 
sitting in front, and eagerly follow- 
ing every word of the explanation 
being given by Sister Mary Eugenia, 
one of the Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament. After the instruction at 
9 o’clock he told me how much he 
had enjoyed the first class, for it was 
just what he wanted. He bought 
a catechism and began to study with 


the eagerness of one in dead earnest 
to learn. However, it was all new 
to him, and age made studying hard 
for him. Even the ordinary prayers, 
such as the Our Father, Hail Mary, 
the Apostles’ Creed, etc., were dif- 
ficult to master. One of the Fa- 
thers also gave him private instruc- 
tions whenever Mr. Tuggles could 
come. 


Slaves were busy picking cotton from early morn 
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for some time an article entitled 
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a slave in Mississippi, and who will 
round out 100 years on November 
24. His name is Mr. Giles Tug- 
gles, or “Uncle Tuggles” as he 1s 
affectionately called by young and 
old on Chicago’s Southside. 

I still remember well how one 
day, 15 years ago, I was called to 
the parlor in St. Elizabeth’s Rec- 
tory. As I entered there arose an 
old and venerable gentleman of 
tiny stature, neatly dressed, with 
nice white hair, well trimmed beard, 
and a sweet-looking face illuminated 
by gleaming little eyes. He im- 
pressed me at once as an unusual 
character and he fascinated me, even 
as old people have always fascinated 
me from childhood. 

Since in those days the depression 
had hit the colored people very hard 
and many were forced to ask for 
help, I thought that perhaps also 
this old gentleman needed some as- 
sistance. However, upon inquiry I 
learned that, though he was 85 years 
old, he was making a living by ped- 
dling newspapers. He had come to 
find out just what he must do to 
become a Catholic. That was good 
news for me, for it meant another 
convert for the Church. I advised 
him to return in the evening and 
jein our regular instruction class for 
adults, which was held every eve- 
ning at the Sisters’? Convent, pro- 
vided that this would not impose any 
hardship upon him. 


In the evening Mr. Tuggles was 
one of the first to come to the in- 
structions. When I entered the 
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room at 8 o’clock, I found him 
sitting in front, and eagerly follow- 
ing every word of the explanation 
being given by Sister Mary Eugenia, 
one of the Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament. After the instruction at 
9 o’clock he told me how much he 
had enjoyed the first class, for it was 
just what he wanted. He bought 
a catechism and began to study with 


the eagerness of one in dead earnest 
to learn. However, it was all new 
to him, and age made studying hard 
for him. Even the ordinary prayers, 
such as the Our Father, Hail Mary, 
the Apostles’ Creed, etc., were dif 
ficult to master. One of the Ia- 
thers also gave him private instruc 
tions whenever Mr. Tuggles could 
come, 
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Slaves were busy picking cotton from early morn 


In the spring of 1931 Mr. Tug- 
gles was ready to be received into 
the Church. He was baptized and 
made his First Holy Communion, 
an occasion which Sister Mary 
Eugenia made unforgettable for 
him. In the fall of the same year 
he was confirmed by that great 
champion and friend of the Ne- 
groes, the Most Reverend Bishop 
Bernard J. Sheil. Never had he 
felt so happy before, for, as he told 
the Sisters and the priests, he had 
found that peace of soul for which 
he had been seeking a long time. 


Mr. Tuggles turned out to be an 
exemplary Catholic. Every Sunday 
morning, no matter if it rained or 
snowed, if it was sultry or cold, one 
could find him at the early Mass af- 
ter which he would walk the streets 
and sell papers. Some time ago he 
wrote me that his only regret today 
is that he cannot go every Sunday to 
Holy Mass and “enjoy himself in 
the House of God.” 


To listen to his life story is both 
entertaining and instructive, for he 
remembers many details. His 
grandfather was brought from Afri- 
ca to the United States and sold as 
a slave to a planter, Ned Tuggles, 
in Atlanta, Georgia. Here was born 
his father, Edward Tuggles, who 
in turn was sold as a boy to a planter, 
Henry Cox, in Holly Springs, Mis- 
sissippi. However, he retained the 
name of his former master, Tuggles. 
About the same time a Chickasaw 
Indian girl, Henrietta King, and her 
brother were kidnaped while play- 
ing on the roadside and sold as slaves 
to Henry Cox. After some years 
Edward Tuggles married Henrietta 
King. They had three children: 
Giles (“Uncle Tuggles”) and two 
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girls. Giles was born on Novem- 
ber 24, 1845. He was baptized in 
the Methodist Church and in his 
childhood days attended services 
regularly with his mother. In later 
years, like so many other youths, he 
drifted away from the Church, but 
lived always a good clean life. 

About his days as a slave Uncle 
Tuggles has no complaint to make. 
Henry Cox, so he says, had 200 
slaves who were living in a long 
row of log cabins. The whistle 
would blow at 4 o’clock in the morn- 
ing and all had to be in the fields by 
5:30. Here they would work un- 
til it became too hot and then they 
would retire to their cabins. -.Mr. 
Tuggles specially emphasizes that 
he never saw a slave whipped dur- 
ing all the days he spent on the Cox 
plantation. 

Like most slaves, he received al- 
most no schooling. He attended 
school only two days in his life. But 
like so many other slaves he had the 
urge and ambition to learn. He got 
hold of an A-B-C book and began 
to study. What he did not under- 
stand, he would ask others to ex- 
plain to him. In this hard and cum- 
bersome way he learned to read, 
write and speak good English. Mr. 
Tuggles is literally a self-educated 
man. 

When the slaves had been given 
their freedom by President Lincoln, 
his parents remained with their mas- 
ter, while Giles came to Chicago as 
a drummer boy with General Grant 
in 1864 and worked for the quarter- 
master. After the war he obtained 
work at the famous Palmer House 
and served as waiter for fifteen 
years. Then he was employed as 


chef on the private car of a prest- 
(Continued on page 236) 


KENTUCKY GRADUATES 


The Catholic Colored School in 
Owensboro, Ky., had its first high 
school graduation this year, when a 
class of 9 seniors finished the 12-year 
course. At the same time 5 pupils 
graduated from the 8th grade. 

The school was started in 1940 as 
the first Catholic school for Negroes in 
the newly created Diocese of Owens- 
boro. Father Robert Connor, chaplain 
of St. Frances Academy, and two Sis- 


ters of Charity of Nazareth, Ky., staff 
the school, about 40 
pupils. 

A second Union 
County Catholic Colored School, was 


which enrolls 


mission school, 
opened in Waverly, Ky., last year. It 
has an enrollment of 65 pupils, with 
two Sisters of Charity as teachers. 
The Diocese of Owensboro, which 
embraces the western third of the State 
of Kentucky, has 500 colored Catholics. 


ON RACE DISCRIMINATION 


BETTY SUE HOPPER 


Color fades, but creed remains — un- 
changed. 

Unshaded lies the dust of centuries’ 
dead, 

Except for earthly tones of brown 

God breathed into His living ground 


And sheltered in the core of restless 
grain. 

Thus, when humans stoop to scoff 

At fellow souls berobed in tan 

They fling into our Maker’s face 

His right to mold the race of man. 
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Henry Cox, in Holly Springs, Mis- 
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name of his former master, Tuggles. 
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to Henry Cox. After some years 
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King. They had three children: 
Giles (“Uncle Tuggles”) and two 
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ber 24, 1845. He was baptized in 
the Methodist Church and in his 
childhood days attended — services 
regularly with his mother. In later 
years, like so many other youths, he 
drifted away from the Church, but 
lived always a good clean life. 

About his days as a slave Uncle 
Tuggles has no complaint to make. 
Henry Cox, so he says, had 200 
slaves who were living in a long 
row of log cabins. The whistle 
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til it became too hot and then they 
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ing all the days he spent on the Cox 
plantation. 

Like most slaves, he received al- 
most no schooling. He attended 
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like so many other slaves he had the 
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hold of an A-B-C book and began 
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a drummer boy with General Grant 
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In the spring of 1931 Mr. Tug- 
gles was ready to be received into 
the Church. He was baptized and 
made his First Holy Communion, 
an occasion which Sister Mary 
Fugenia made unforgettable for 
him. In the fall of the same year 
he was confirmed by that great 
champion and friend of the Ne- 
groes, the Most Reverend Bishop 
Bernard J. Sheil. Never had he 
felt so happy before, for, as he told 
the Sisters and the priests, he had 
found that peace of soul for which 
he had been seeking a long time. 


Mr. Tuggles turned out to be an 
exemplary Catholic. Every Sunday 
morning, no matter if it rained or 
snowed, if it was sultry or cold, one 
could find him at the early Mass af- 
ter which he would walk the streets 
and sell papers. Some time ago he 
wrote me that his only regret today 
is that he cannot go every Sunday to 
Holy Mass and “enjoy himself in 
the House of God.” 


To listen to his life story is both 
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sissippi. However, he retained the 
name of his former master, Tuggles. 
About the same time a Chickasaw 
Indian girl, Henrietta King, and her 
brother were kidnaped while play- 
ing on the roadside and sold as slaves 
to Henry Cox. After some years 
Edward Tuggles married Henrietta 
King. They had three children: 
Giles (“Uncle Tuggles”) and two 
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childhood days attended services 
regularly with his mother. In later 
years, like so many other youths, he 
drifted away from the Church, but 
lived always a good clean life. 

About his days as a slave Uncle 
Tuggles has no complaint to make. 
Henry Cox, so he says, had 200 
slaves who were living in a long 
row of log cabins. The whistle 
would blow at 4 o’clock in the morn- 
ing and all had to be in the fields by 
5:30. Here they would work un- 
til it became too hot and then they 
would retire to their cabins. -.Mr. 
Tuggles specially emphasizes that 
he never saw a slave whipped dur- 
ing all the days he spent on the Cox 
plantation. 

Like most slaves, he received al- 
most no schooling. He attended 
school only two days in his life. But 
like so many other slaves he had the 
urge and ambition to learn. He got 
hold of an A-B-C book and began 
to study. What he did not under- 
stand, he would ask others to ex- 
plain to him. In this hard and cum- 
bersome way he learned to read, 
write and speak good English. Mr. 
Tuggles is literally a self-educated 
man. 

When the slaves had been given 
their freedom by President Lincoln, 
his parents remained with their mas- 
ter, while Giles came to Chicago as 
a drummer boy with General Grant 
in 1864 and worked for the quarter- 
master. After the war he obtained 
work at the famous Palmer House 
and served as waiter for fifteen 
years. Then he was employed as 


chef on the private car of a presi- 
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school graduation this year, when a 
class of 9 seniors finished the 12-year 
course. At the same time 5 pupils 
graduated from the 8th grade. 
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boro, Father Robert Connor, chaplain 
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They fling into our Maker’s face 
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champion and friend of the Ne 
OToes, the Most Reverend Bishop 
Bernard J. Sheil. Never had he 
felt so happy before, for, as he told 
the Sisters and the priests, he had 
found that peace of soul for which 
ve had been seeking a long time. 


Mr. Tuggles turned out to be an 
exemplary Catholic. Every Sunday 
morning, no matter if it rained 
snowed, if it was sultry or cold, one 
could find him at the early Mass af- 
ter which he would walk the streets 
and sell papers. Some time ago he 
wrote me that his only regret today 
is that he cannot go every Sunday to 
Holy Mass and “enjoy himself in 
the House of God.” 


lo listen to his life story is both 
entertaining and instructive, for he 
remembers many details. His 
vrandfather was brought from Afri- 
ca to the United States and sold as 

slave to a planter, Ned Tuggles, 
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Henry Cox, in Holly Springs, Mis- 
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girls. Giles was born on Novem- 
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the Methodist Church and in his 
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years, like so many other youths, he 
drifted away from the Church, but 
lived always a good clean life. 
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Henry Cox, so he savs, had 200 
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row of log cabins. The whistle 
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5:30. Here they would work un 
til it became too hot and then they 
would retire to their cabins. Mr. 
Cuggles specially emphasizes that 
he never saw a slave whipped dur 
ing all the days he spent on the Cox 
plantation. 

Like most slaves, he received al- 
most no schooling. He attended 
school only two days in his life. But 
like so many other slaves he had the 
urge and ambition to learn. He got 
hold of an A-B-C book and began 
to study. What he did not under- 
stand, he would ask others to ex- 
plain to him. In this hard and cum- 
bersome way he learned to read, 
write and speak good English. Mr. 
Tuggles is literally a self-educated 
man. 

When the slaves had been given 
their freedom by President Lincoln, 
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except for earthly tones of brown They fling into our Maker's face 


God breathed into His living ground His right to mold the race of man 


St. Augustine’s Day 


The feast of our patron, St. 
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, was a big 
day this year, especially since none of 
the members of the Seminary were on 
retreat as it often happens. At 8:15 
a Solemn High Mass was celebrated in 
honor of the great Doctor of the 
Church. Father Robert Pung, S.V. D., 
the newly appointed assistant prefect of 
students, was celebrant; he was assisted 
by Father Stanislaus Gootee, S.V. D., 
now assistant pastor at St. Mary’s 
Church, Vicksburg, Miss., as deacon 
and Father Albin Trublowski, $.V. D., 
assistant at Holy Ghost Church, Jack- 
son, Miss., as subdeacon. The Fraters 
and Brothers took care of the serving 
and chanting. 

At noon in the large combination 
dining hall, a banquet was served for 
the community. Father Provincial, the 
Very Rev. Joseph Eckert, $.V. D., took 
this opportunity to thank the Rt. Rev. 
Monsignor Andrew J. Gmelch, one of 
the guests present, in the name of the 
Society and of the community for the 
efforts he put forth and the interest he 
showed in getting the Society of the 
Divine Word down here in Mississippi 
to begin mission work among the neg- 
lected colored people. 

After Father Provincial had con- 
gratulated and thanked the prelate, who 
is the pastor of Our Lady of the Gulf 
Church here in Bay Saint Louis, upon 
request the Monsignor himself ad- 
dressed the community. In his modest 
way, he told of his work in northern 
Mississippi, and he particularly in- 
formed us of the way he came to rea- 
lize the spiritual needs of the colored 
people in the vicinity of his parish. De- 
termined to do something about it, he 
tried to contact a missionary society 
which would be willing to undertake 
this task of winning the Negro of Mis- 
sissippi to Catholicity. The Divine 
Word Fathers accepted. Monsignor 
did not fail to point out, however, that 
the first missionaries had many diff- 
culties and setbacks. But, finally, the 
day came when more missions were 
built, when more missionaries came, 
when the Seminary was founded. To- 
day the future is promising. The com- 
munity gave Monsignor Gmelch a lusty 
applause. 
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Rolling Along 


The news spread like fire: “the 
tires for the truck will be here soon.” 
Preparations for an outing were al- 


ready being made. As is usually the 
case, the rumor was true. So on the 
last Thursday of August we went to 
St. Joseph’s Abbey in Covington, La., 
for that long-awaited picnic. The 
Fraters and Brothers made a great day 
of it. Everything from 
the scenery of the coun- 
tryside to the exquisite 
art of the monastery 
was enjoyed by all. Do 
we really have to men- 
tion the sumptuous pic- 
nic basket (what a big 
basket!) prepared by 
our Brothers? 


Visitor 

The stopover of the 
Rev. Jean B. Georges, a 
Haitian priest, was much 
appreciated by the com- 


munity. Unfortunately 
Father Georges could 


spend only one day with 
us, as he had to get back 
to Laval University in 
Quebec, Canada, for the 
school year, where he 
has been studying for 
his doctorate in canon 
law. During the sum- 
mer Father was doing 
parish work at Breaux 
Bridge, La. 


Back to Classes 


Before _ beginning 
classes the members of 
the Seminary gathered 
in chapel at 8.15 on Sep- 
tember 6 for the celebra- 
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latter 
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tion of a Solemn High Mass in hon- 
or of the Holy Spirit under whose 
divine guidance we place the coming 
school year, and to Whom we pray for 
the necessary light to make this year a 
scholastic success, 


The celebrant of the Mass was Father 
Joseph Busch, §.V.D., rector of the 
Seminary; the deacon, Father Robert 
Pung, and the subdeacon, Frater Wil- 

liam Adams, S.V.D. It 
was good to hear the 
strong, youthful voices 
of Our minor seminarians 
fill the chapel again. 


Our Mother’s 
Birthday 


The birthday of Our 
Lady has a special mean- 
ing for every Christian 
for reasons which are 
evident. But at St. Au- 
gustine’s the feast of the 
Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin takes on an add- 
ed significance. This 
beautiful feast is also the 
birthday of our Society, 
which celebrates this 
year its seventieth birth- 
day. This day has still 
another meaning for us, 
for on September 8 our 
best wishes go out to our 
confreres at Techny, IIl., 
who make their first, 
second, or third religious 
profession. We are like- 
wise mindful of those 
from this Seminary who 
begin their novitiate on 
this same day. 

It is only fitting then 
that we honor Our Lady 
on a day of such bless- 
ings in festive style. 


This we did by celebrating a Solemn 
High Mass, with Father Christian 
Baker, S.V.D., as celebrant, Frater 
William Adams, §.V.D., as deacon, 
and Father William Schaps, S.V. D., as 
subdeacon. 

The rest of the day was spent in 
games and swimming. That certainly 
“hit the spot” after two days of star- 
ing at moldy text books. 


New Candidates 


During the last days of vacation 
the number of candidates for the 
Brotherhood was increased by the ar- 
rival of three recruits. Ernest Farve 
of New Orleans was the first to put 
in his appearance. A few days later 
Sam Reed of Eunice, La., an honorably 
discharged soldier, who served his coun- 
try in the South Pacific, entered. Then 
Paul Stewart of Grand Coteau, La., 
came along with the minor seminarians 
from his home town. 


Students’ Retreat 


On the evening of September 20, 
after much anticipation and tuning up, 
our students began their annual retreat. 
This year they were privileged to have 
as their retreat master the Rev. An- 
thony Bourges, S.V. D., one of the first 
priests ordained here in 1934, At pres- 
ent Father Bourges is pastor of Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Church in 
Lafayette, La. 

The evening before the close of their 
retreat the students assembled in the 
sanctuary of the chapel and solemnly 
renewed their Baptismal Vows, prom- 
ising to remain true to the Lord of the 
Harvest, Who called them to labor in 
His harvest-field. On Sunday morning 
the retreat came to a close. 


HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING 


to all our 
Friends and Benefactors 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


St. Augustine’s Day 


The feast of our patron, St. 
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, was a big 
day this year, especially since none of 
the members of the Seminary were on 
retreat as it often happens. At 8:15 
a Solemn High Mass was celebrated in 
honor of the great Doctor of the 
Church. Father Robert Pung, $.V. D., 
the newly appointed assistant prefect of 
students, was celebrant: he was assisted 
by Father Stanislaus Gootee, $.V.D.., 
now assistant pastor at St. Mary’s 
Church, Vicksburg, Miss., as deacon 
and Father Albin Trublowski, S.V. D., 
assistant at Holy Ghost Church, Jack- 
son, Miss., as subdeacon. The Fraters 
and Brothers took care of the serving 
and chanting. 

At noon in the large combination 
dining hall, a banquet was served for 
the community, Father Provincial, the 
Very Rey. Joseph Eckert, $.V. D., took 
this opportunity to thank the Rt. Rev. 
Monsignor Andrew J. Gmelch, one of 
the guests present, in the name of the 
Society and of the community for the 
efforts he put forth and the interest he 
showed in getting the Society of the 
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to begin mission work among the neg- 
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After Father Provincial had con- 
gratulated and thanked the prelate, who 
is the pastor of Our Lady of the Gulf 
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people in the vicinity of his parish. De- 
termined to do something about it, he 
tried to contact a missionary society 
which would be willing to undertake 
this task of winning the Negro of Mis- 
sissippi to Catholicity. The Divine 
Word Fathers accepted. Monsignor 
did not fail to point out, however, that 
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ing at moldy text books. 
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rival of three recruits. Ernest Farve 
of New Orleans was the first to put 
in his appearance. .\ few days later 
Sam Reed of Eunice, La. an honorably 
discharged soldier, who served his coun- 
try in the South Pacific, entered. TMhen 
Paul Stewart of Grand Coteau. Tua. 
came along with the minor seminarians 


from his home town. 


Students’ Retreat 


On the evening of September 20, 
after much anticipation and tuning up, 
our students began their annual retreat. 
This year they were privileged to have 
as their retreat master the Rev. A\n- 
thony Bourges, S.V.D.. one of the first 
priests ordained here in 1934. At pres 
ent lather Bourges is pastor of Im 
maculate Heart of Mary Church in 
lafayette, Ta. 

The evening before the close of their 
retreat the students assembled in the 
sanctuary of the chapel and solemnly 
renewed their Baptismal Vows, prom- 
ising to remain true to the Lord of the 
Harvest, Who called them to labor in 
Mis haryest-field. On Sunday morning 
the retreat came to a close. 


rr 


HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING 


to all our 


Friends and Benefactors 


MEET OUR NEW STUDENTS! 


Isn’t this a fine group of young 
men? Yes, sir! and we are proud of 
them, for these twelve young fel- 
lows, like the Twelve Apostles, have 
turned their backs on the common 
pursuits of young people and have 
come here to St. Augustine’s Sem- 
inary to seek something higher. 
They want to lead armies — yes, 
armies of souls into heaven, so they 
have come here to go into training 
for their life’s work, and their goal is: 
the Missionary Priesthood! That’s 
why we want you to meet them. 

Sitting, from left to right, we 
have Benjamin Miller, who hails 
from the Oblate Fathers’ mission in 
Lakeland, Ga.; Raymond Wickliff, 
who comes from a little town in a 
big State — Ames, Texas; Lloyd 
Boucree, New Orleans, La., a little 
fellow from a big city, who is fol- 
lowing in the footsteps of his broth- 
er, Frater Thaddeus 
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Boucree, 


S.V. D., who is now studying at St. 
Mary’s Muission House, Techny, 
Ill.; Clarence Beaven, a pint-size 
atomic bomb from _ Indianapolis, 
Ind.; and Hilbert Simien, Galves- 
ton, Texas’, «contribution to the 
Seminary. 

Standing are Floyd Gray and 
George St. Julien, who came from 
New Orleans, thereby reducing that 
great city’s population by 2%; Ro- 
land Clarke, from the nation’s cap- 
ital city of Washington, D. C.; 
Robert Pittman from Malcolm, 
Md., St. Mary’s County, mind you! 
John Griffin, our first from Baton 
Rouge, the capital of Louisiana; 
John Alick, who comes from the 
only colored Catholic family in 
Kosciusko, Miss. (it’s really on the 
map — look it up); and Charles 
Brisco from Opelousas, La., where 
almost all the colored families are 
Catholic. 


‘NOVEMBER'S SAINTS 


Nov. 5 — 
BI. Martin de Porres 


Within the past decade 
devotion to this Dominican 
lay-brother has rapidly in- 
creased throughout the 
world. He was the son of 
a Spanish father and Ne- 
gro mother and _ practiced 
in an eminent degree a 
humble (i.e. true) opinion 
of himself, and a truly 
Catholic (i.e. all-embrac- 
ing) love for immortal 
souls. If individuals will 
take for their imitation 
the humility and charity of Blessed 
Martin, the interracial program of mu- 
tual good will and understanding will 
make giant strides toward realization. 
Ask Blessed Martin to obtain an in- 
crease of these two important virtues 
for all of us. 


wits 


vember. 


Nov. 6 — St. Leonard 


This thirteenth-century saint enlisted 
in the holy crusade to wrest from the 
infidels the objects and sections of the 
Holy Land which they had stolen and 


desecrated. He was captured by the 
Saracens and although bound with fet- 
ters was miraculously carried from 
Syria to England. He died as he wa: 
being brought into Church. Christ is 
constantly appealing for volunteers tc 
fight in His crusade against sin and all 
that leads to it. It takes the courage of 
a real soldier to say “No” to the many 
sinful pleasures presented to us by 
the world, the flesh and the devil. Pray 
to St. Leonard for the grace to remain 
faithful to Christ to the end, 


Nov. 17 — St. Gregory 


So closely did the life and works of 
this saint resemble those of Moses that 
St. Basil tells us he was compared to 
Moses, the prophets and the apostles. 
He was a third-century Bishop of Neo- 
caesarea and the miracles God wrought 
through him were so numerous and 
amazing that he was known as _ the 
“Wonder-Worker.” He removed a 
mountain, dried up a lake, restrained 


Remember the Poor Souls 

in Purgatory during No- 

Help them with 

prayer and sacrifice, es- 

pecially the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass 


a raging river from flood- 
ing the fields, drove out 
demons from possessed 
persons, and the pagan ter- 
ritory which had seventeen 
Christians at the time he 
became bishop had become 
so converted that he could 
thank God on his deathbed 
that but seventeen pagans 
remained in it. Christ has 
been the Wonder-Worker 
in our lives. He has given 
us the grace to conquer the 
rising tides of our passions. 
Ask St. Gregory to obtain 
for you a lively, generous and un- 
wavering faith in Christ. 


Nov. 19 — St. Elizabeth 


Born of royal parents, Elizabeth of 
Hungary was married at an early age 
and faithfully performed her duties as 
wife, mother and princess. Her love 
for the poor and the sick was equaled 
only by her love for God. At the age 
of twenty she became a widow. A 
wicked brother-in-law had her and her 
three children deprived of all posses- 
sions, even her own castle. She bore all 
with patience. Thousands of wives and 
mothers have been deprived of loved 
ones by World War II. May they 
imitate the conduct of today’s saint in 
their present sadness and distress. Pray 
to St. Elizabeth for all widows and 
mothers, 


Nov. 21 — Presentation 


This feast of Mary was celebrated as 
early as the seventh century in the 
East. According to tradition, Mary at 
the age of three was presented by her 
parents in the temple and remained 
there till the mystery of our salvation 
was to be accomplished in her. God 
willed that Mary be taken to His temple 
so that by a life of retirement, humility 
and love she could best prepare for the 
tremendous destiny awaiting her. Pre- 
sent yourself in the temple of your 
parish church frequently. It will be an 
excellent preparation for the coming 
season of Advent, 
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“Quote and Unquote i 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


What the Negro Wants 


“Do white Americans really care to 
know what black Americans want? The 
desires of the Negro tenth of our coun- 
try are a major factor in the general 
social picture of the nation.... The 
writer had opportunity to talk with 
many Negroes — among the working 
people and among the more educated. 
He also recently finished a survey of 
some four hundred Negro boys and 
girls of high school age. ... 

“Over fifty percent of the four hun- 
dred students questioned about what 
sort of equality they most wanted, 
answered ‘equality before the law and 
in voting.’... One hundred and thirty- 
one of those questioned answered that 
equality in jobs and wages was most im- 
portant.... Some put social equality at 
the head of the list. This calls for an 
understanding of what is meant by so- 
cial equality. If intermarriage is “meant, 


and intimate social relations forced on 


unwilling whites, then that is not what 
the Negro is striving for. If, though, 
we mean equal rights in social institu- 
tions that are entirely public, such as 
theaters, libraries, schools, churches, 
public transportation, public building, 
etc., then the Negroes, all the Negroes, 
want social equality... . They also agree 
in their choice of a means to help them- 
selves — education.... There is al- 
ways a catch, however. There are not 
many openings for the educated Negro. 
Negro youth want at least elementary 
and secondary training; and they want 
also an opportunity to put their train- 
ing, achieved in the great majority of 
cases at much personal sacrifice, into 
practice.” 
Edgar Shaughnessy 
in AMERICA 


Obligations of Labor 


“Organized labor should ask itself, 
by what right, either in conscience or 
American tradition, can it permit any 
of its national or local bodies to exclude 
Negroes from full-length membership 
in union organizations. Discrimination 
against Negroes is, in my observation, 
chargeable against rank and file mem- 
bers of unions rather than against high- 
er union officials. However that may 
be, the policy is totally wrong, un- 
American as it is un-Christian, and or- 
ganized labor should lose no time in 
ridding itself of it.” 


Most Rev. Francis J. Haas, D.D. 
Bishop of Grand Rapids 


Hope in Leadership 


“Fortunately for the South, there is 
a leadership in it which is neither lost 
in dreaming or raving in demagoguery. 
It is native leadership which does not 
regard the people of the South, white 
or black, as merely colonial labor work- 
ing in poverty for the enrichment of 
a few. It has faith in the southern 
people. It has seen the demonstrations 
of their skill. It does not believe a 
southern worker is worth less than a 
northern worker, nor that the South 
is served by his cheapness. 

“Such a leader does not dismiss any 
mass of his fellows as poor whites nor 
expect the South to be rich and free of 
heart by the deliberate denial of an eco- 
nomic chance for decency to its Ne- 
groes. We are hearing a lot about the 
race problem today, much of it angry 
and a great deal of it sad. The one 
certain thing about it was said by a 
great Alabama educator a good many 
years ago. He was the Negro, Booker 
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T. Washington, who told us the only 
way the white is going to keep the Ne- 
gro in the ditch is to stay there with 
him. It’s a rule which is not merely 
racial, Ye shall all stay poor together 
in the South or all be richer together.” 

Jonathan Daniels 

former editor News and Observer 

Raleigh, N. C. 


Let’s Not Shed Blood in Vain 


“If the people of the United States 
are glad to pour out their treasure and 
their blood in defense of justice and 
the human spirit everywhere in the 
world, they must also be glad to prac- 
tice justice at home. It is inconceivable 
that we should willingly deny to our 
own citizens that measure of justice 
which we purchase for others with our 
blood.” 


Most Rev. Robert E. Lucey, D.D. 
Archbishop of San Antonio 


Catholics and the Negro 


“All Catholics should work for the day 
when the Negro will be granted the fui- 
ness of his natural and civil rights in 
our land.... 

“Although these basic rights are some- 
times linked in this country with the 
Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution, it should be understood 
that they are prior to and independent 
of these documents, which are merely 
expressions of a guarantee by govern- 
ment that these natural rights shall be 
protected. 

“That is the main point of distinction 
between our land and a nation under 
a totalitarian form of government... . 

“The chief purpose in the Catholic 
Interracial Council is to eradicate the 
shameful blot on American justice and 
decency caused by the discrimination 
against Negroes that is so widespread 
and so deep-rooted in our land.” 


Rev, Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R. 
Catholic University of America 
A Labor Leader Writes 


“National origin, race or color must 
in no manner or form restrict any 


American from a free opportunity to 
prepare himself to become a_ skilled 
mechanic, a craftsman, and take his 
place as such in any employment re- 
quiring the skill which he has acquired. 
The doors of our trade union move- 
ment must be open. This country must 
not maintain an industrial standard 
which discriminates against a wage 
earner because of his color.” 

William Green, President 

American Federation of Labor 


The Negro’s “Place” 


“It is asserted that the Negro ‘must 
be kept in his place,’ namely, in menial 
occupations and in a condition of ser- 
vile dependence. This theory stems 
from the days when the Negro was a 
human chattel. It has no warrant in 
either Divine Revelation or the law of 
nature. The assertion that association 
with Negroes in work places would be 
distasteful and intolerable is refuted by 
the peaceful contacts which exist be- 
tween the two races in other relations 
of life.... Those who honestly main- 
tain that the thing cannot be done are 
simply ignorant of the facts. They who 
have had the experience of working 
with Negroes, find that their previous 
fears and imaginings were without 
factual foundation.” 


Rt, Rev. Monsignor John A. Ryan 


Poster — Marin City, California 


“We must tell you that it is the policy 
of the management to house all Marin 
county shipyard workers for whom we 
have accommodations, irrespective of 
their religion, race, color or position in 
the shipyards, 


“We must further tell you that when 
any difficulty arises as a result of ra- 
cial difficulty, the management will be 
forced to request the originator of the 
trouble to move immediately. 


“All colors, all races, all people must 
and shall live here in peace and in such 
comfort as we can provide. The project 
is governmental property and its civic 
order must be well established. May 
we count on your cooperation.”’ 
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With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


New Missions 

CLARKSDALE, MISS. — Fa- 
ther Robert O’Leary, S.V. D., as- 
sistant at St. Mary’s Church, Vicks- 
burg, Miss., has been appointed to 
start a mission for the colored peo- 
ple of Clarksdale. All of the Mis- 
sissippi colored missions are in, 
roughly, the southern two-thirds of 
the State. This new mission will be 
the first in the northern third. 
Clarksdale has a population of 
12,000 of whom 6,600 are Negroes. 

JACKSON, MISS. — Father 
Peter de Boer, S.V.D., who did a 
yeoman’s work in building the 
splendid mission plant of St. Fran- 
cis in Yazoo City, Miss., has been 
appointed to duplicate this feat (if 
possible) in the western section of 
Mississippi’s capital city. Father 
was given a plot of ground and told 
to make a mission out of it, mean- 
ing to put a church and school on 


it pronto, just like that! If and 
when Father Peter gets anything on 
his land besides tall grass, Jackson 
will be the first city in Mississippi 
to have two colored missions. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. — Father 
Maxine Williams, S.V. D., assistant 
at the Church of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, Lafayette, La., has 
been appointed to assist Father 
Joseph Ford, S.V. D., of the Eastern 
Province, in establishing a new mis- 
sion in Rochester. 


Other Appointments 


Father Lawrence Dudink, S.V.D., 
assistant prefect of the students of 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint 
Louis, Miss., has been appointed 
associate editor of Sr. AuGUSTINE’s 
MessENGER, and has also been put 
in charge of vocational propaganda 
work. 


MISSIONARIES 
NORTH AND SOUTH 
Father Maxine Wil- 
liams, S.V.D., now in 
Rochester, N.  Y., 
helping to organize 
the colored mission 
work there; Father 
Chachere, M.S.SS.T., 
assistant editor of 
“Preservation of the 
Faith,” Stirling, N. J., 
Father Richard Win- 
ters, S.V.D., and Fa- 
ther Leander Martin, 
S.V.D., assistant 
pastors at the Church 
of Our Lady of Per- 
petual Help, St. Mar- 

tinville, La. 
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Father Clarence Weber, S.V. D., 
who has been helping out in the 
Diocese of Lafayette, has been ap- 
pointed assistant to Father John 
Gasper, S.V.D., of St. Joseph’s 
Church, Meridian, Miss, 


Father Clement Mathis, S.V. D., 
assistant at Holy Ghost Church, 
Jackson, Miss., has been placed in 
charge of St. Francis’? Mission, 
Yazoo, City, Miss. Father Albin 
Trublowski, S.V.D., recently or- 
dained, replaces Father Mathis in 
Jackson. 


Father Stanley Gootee, S.V. D., 
recently ordained, has been ap- 
pointed to succeed Father O’Leary 
as assistant to Father Francis Tetz- 
laff, S.V. D., of St. Mary’s Church, 
Vicksburg, Miss. 


Father Robert Pung, S.V. D., al- 


so recently ordained, has been as- 
signed as assistant prefect of stu- 
dents at St. Augustine’s Seminary. 


204 Confirmed 


The Most Rev. Bishop Jules B. 
Jeanmard, D.D., of Lafayette, con- 
firmed a single class of 204 persons 
this year in the Church of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, St. Mar- 


tinville, La. 


Gets School Bus 


Father Charles = Windolph, 
S.V.D., director of Holy Rosary 
Institute, Lafayette, La., a boarding 
and day school for girls, has suc- 
ceeded in acquiring a school bus 
large enough to accommodate 45 
passengers. The bus is being used 
to bring pupils from the outlying 
rural districts to Holy Rosary High 
School. 


“MISTER, WHO’RE YOU?” 
There are still places in the South where 
children have never yet seen a Catholic priest 


(From a letter anent our Silver Jubilee) 


“There is, no doubt, a great joy and consolation in the hearts of all you good religious in 
knowing the fruits that have been accomplished by these twenty-five years for the honor and 
glory of God and the salvation of souls through the efforts of the work of St. Augustine’s 
Seminary. This memorable occasion, I am sure, will be productive of even greater enthusiasm 
and self-sacrificing efforts in this cause of Holy Mother the Church, 

“We in the United States who are close to the mission work of the Church know very 
well of the accomplishments of the Fathers and the religious of the Society of the Divine 
Word at home and abroad, Surely God must be looking with great pleasure on these accom- 


plishments and the faith and zeal of you good men. 


May this work continue, I pray that 


every blessing may come to you and your community and that the next twenty-five years 


RIGHT REV. MSGR. THOMAS J. McDONNELL 
National Director 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith 


will reap a harvest one-hundredfold,” 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 
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Unforgettable Centenarian 
(Continued from page 226) 


dent of a railroad and traveled 
throughout the States. Later he re- 
turned to the Palmer House and 
worked until he became too old for 
hotel work. He left and sold papers 
for a living, for he never wanted 
to be a burden on the community. 

Mr. Tuggles never married. 
When he was asked why he never 
married, he threw his head back and 
laughed heartily, saying: “Oh, I 
can’t tell you that!” But after a 
moment he began to relate that, 
when he was about fifteen, a Scotch 
girl from the neighboring farm 
came to see his mistress. For three 
years she made repeated visits until 
ene day her family moved away. 
Mr. Tuggles said that he never met 
anyone he liked so much as this 
young lady. Now he is looking for- 
ward to seeing her in heaven soon. 

It is always inspiring to hear a 
convert give the reason which final- 
ly urged him to join the Church. 
When Mr. Tuggles was asked what 
really influenced him to join the 
Church in his old age, he answered 
that “his own mind did.” From 
time to time, so he went on to ex- 
plain, he had visited Catholic 
Churches and had noticed that he 
was always welcome. Moreover, 
he also had observed that the Cath- 
olic Church was the only Church 
which has taken a real interest in 
the education of the American black 
children, as he had often seen when 
over a thousand Negro children 
poured through the gates of St. 
Elizabeth’s School in Chicago. Since 
he had to struggle hard to get some 
education, he actually can and does 
appreciate what the Catholic Sisters 
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do for the education of the children 
of his race. This caused him to 
think, and he finally concluded in 
his mind that the Catholic Church 
must be the right Church. Indeed 
God’s grace uses all sorts of oppor- 
tunities to bring Faith to souls. 

Now Uncle Tuggles lives alone 
in a neat and comfortable room at 
200 E. 37th St., Chicago, praying, 
reading, and telling his friends who 
come to see him how wonderful God 
has been to him and what happiness 
he has had as a Catholic. I was 
rather touched when a few months 
ago he wrote me through Sister 
Frances Therese who visits him and 
acts as his “private secretary” that 
he is getting along well, goes to 
Church whenever he can, that he 
still thinks of me and prays for me 
every night to Jesus and Mary 
whose pictures are hanging over his 
bed. 

I know that I do voice the senti- 
ments of ‘every reader of Sr. 
AucustTINne’s MEssENGER in wishing 
him God’s blessing and many more 
years in good health and happiness 
until the good Lord will call him 
to heaven. I am sure that his 100th 
birthday on November 24 will be 
made happy by some who read this 
and who will remember him by 
sending a little card to Mr. Giles 
Tuggles, 200 E. 37th Street, Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 


° 


Catholic Education in Mississippi 


Catholic priests and various com- 
munities of nuns are doing a yeoman’s 
service for the Negro in Mississippi, 
educating in excess of 5,000 colored 
pupils, only 40 percent of whom are 
of the Catholic Faith. 


BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


North Carolina Negro Gets State 
Appointment 


W. J. Kennedy, vice-president and 
secretary of the North Carolina Mu- 
tual Life Insurance Company in Dur- 
ham, has been appointed by Gov. R. 
Gregg Cherry to the seven-member 
board of the new State Recreation 
Commission. Appointment of a Ne- 
gro to a commission which will have 
State-wide scope, appraising recrea- 


tional needs. for the State, cooperating 
with counties, cities and towns in pro- 
moting recreational systems and acting 


as the receiver for any Federal funds 
which may be allotted for recreation, 
shatters precedent in the South. 


Negro Units at the Front 


Serving with every arm and service 
of the Army, Negro soldiers assigned 
to 1,241 organizations, contributed im- 
measurably to the success of the war 
against Germany. On July 1, 1945, 
over a quarter million Negro soldiers 
were stationed in the European, Medi- 
terranean and African-Middle East 
theaters of operations. 


APPOINTED FOR USO OVERSEAS POST 


Most Rev. William T. McCarty, C.SS.R., D.D., Military Delegate, congratulates Everett C. 

Spurlock, former club director of the National Catholic Community Service, on his appoint- 

ment as director of a USO club in Hawaii. Mr. Spurlock, the first Catholic Negro to be 

appointed to an overseas USO post, was formerly NCCS club director at Columbia, S. C., 

and Orangeburg, N. Y. Left to right are Rev. John P. Kelly, moderator of the NCCS club 

at 17 East 51st Street, New York City; Mr. Spurlock, Bishop McCarty, and Joseph J. 
Robichaux, assistant to the Director of Field Operations for NCSS 


237 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


Unforgettable Centenarian 


(Continued from page 226) 


dent of a railroad and _ traveled 
throughout the States. Later he re- 
turned to the Palmer House and 
worked until he became too old for 
hotel work. He left and sold papers 
tor a living, for he never wanted 
to be a burden on the community. 

Mr. Tuggles never married. 
When he was asked why he never 
married, he threw his head back and 
laughed heartily, saying: “Oh, I 
can’t tell you that!” But after a 
moment he began to relate that, 
when he was about fifteen, a Scotch 
gir] from the neighboring farm 
came to see his mistress. For three 
years she made repeated visits until 
ene day her family moved away. 
Mr. Tuggles said that he never met 
anyone he liked so much as this 
young lady. Now he is looking for- 
ward to seeing her in heaven soon. 

It is always inspiring to hear a 
convert give the reason which final- 
ly urged him to join the Church. 
When Mr. Tuggles was asked what 
really influenced him to join the 
Church in his old age, he answered 
that “his own mind did.” [rom 
time to time, so he went on to ex- 
plain, he had visited Catholic 
Churches and had noticed that he 
was always welcome. Moreover, 
he also had observed that the Cath- 
olic Church was the only Church 
which has taken a real interest in 
the education of the American black 
children, as he had often seen when 
aver a thousand Negro children 
poured through the gates of St. 
Elizabeth’s School in Chicago. Since 
he had to struggle hard to get some 
education, he actually can and does 
appreciate what the Catholic Sisters 


4 


36 


do for the education of the children 
of his race. This caused him to 
think, and he finally concluded in 
his mind that the Catholic Church 
must be the right Church. Indeed 
God’s grace uses all sorts of oppor- 
tunities to bring [Iaith to souls. 

Now Uncle Tuggles lives alone 
in a neat and comfortable room at 
200 E. 37th St., Chicago, praying, 
reading, and telling his friends who 
come to see him how wonderful God 
has been to him and what happiness 
he has had as a Catholic. I was 
rather touched when a few months 
ago he wrote me through Sister 
Frances Therese who visits him and 
acts as his “private secretary” that 
he is getting along well, goes to 
Church whenever he can,. that he 
still thinks of me and prays for me 
every night to Jesus and Mary 
whose pictures are hanging over his 
bed. 

I know that I do voice the senti- 
ments of ‘every reader of Sr. 
AucustINe’s MEssENGER in wishing 
him God’s blessing and many more 
years in good health and happiness 
until the good Lord will call him 
to heaven. Iam sure that his 100th 
birthday on November 24 will be 
made happy by some who read this 
and who will remember him by 
sending a little card to Mr. Giles 
Tuggles, 200 E. 37th Street, Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 


° 


Catholic Education in Mississippi 


Catholic priests and various com- 
munities of nuns are doing a yeoman’s 
service for the Negro in Mississippi, 
5.000 colored 
pupils, only 40 percent of whom are 


of the Catholic Faith. 


educating in excess of 


BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


North Carolina Negro Gets State 
Appointment 


W. J. Kennedy, vice-president and 
secretary of the North Carolina Mu- 
tual Life Insurance Company in Dur- 
ham, has been appointed by Gov, R. 
Gregg Cherry to the seven-member 
board of the new State Recreation 
Commission, Appointment of a Ne- 
gro to a commission which will have 
State-wide scope, appraising  recrea- 
tional needs for the State, cooperating 
with counties, cities and towns in pro- 
moting recreational systems and acting 


as the receiver for any lederal funds 
which may be allotted for recreation, 


shatters precedent in the South. 


Negro Units at the Front 

Serving with every arm and _ service 
of the Army, Negro soldiers assigned 
to 1,241 organizations, contributed im 
measurably to the success of the war 
against Germany. Qn July 1, 1945, 
over a quarter million Negro soldiers 
were stationed in the European, Medi- 
terranean and =  African-Middle East 
theaters of operations. 


APPOINTED FOR USO OVERSEAS POST 


Most Rev. William T. McCarty, C.SS.R., D.D., Military Delegate, congratulates Everett C. 

Spurlock, former club director of the National Catholic Community Service, on his appoint- 

ment as director of a USO club in Hawaii. Mr. Spurlock, the first Catholic Negro to be 

appointed to an overseas USO post, was formerly NCCS club director at Columbia, S. C., 

and Orangeburg, N. Y. Left to right are Rev. John P. Kelly, moderator of the NCCS club 

at 17 East 51st Street, New York City; Mr. Spurlock, Bishop McCarty, and Joseph J. 
Robichaux, assistant to the Director of Field Operations for NCSS 


My dear Boys and Girls: 

Thanksgiving is almost here again, 
and this time, believe me, we certainly 
have a lot for which to be thankful — 
the terrible World War II is over at 
last ! 

Last Thanksgiving Day the nations 
of the world were still fighting each 
other; millions of men and boys were 
at the battlefront; your own fathers 
and brothers were far from home, and 
perhaps in danger of never returning. 

But today the fighting has ceased. 
Millions of soldiers, sailors and marines 
have been honorably discharged; thou- 
sands more are being released every 
day. Perhaps your father, your broth- 
er and your uncle have already come 
back home to stay. Around the 
Thanksgiving table there will be fa- 
miliar smiling faces which have been 
missing for the past year or two. 
They’re back now, thanks be to God! 


So, Boys and Girls, have a_ nice 
Thanksgiving this year, but above all 
thank the Dear Lord that the war is 
over. And, while you are about it, add 
a little prayer for those who did not 
come back and who never will come 
back. 

A peaceful and happy Thanksgiving 
is my wish to you, 


MY MAIL BAG 
Dear Father Howard: I hope as this letter 
reaches you, it will find you and everyone 
at the Seminary in the best of health. As 
for myself I am fine. This is the first time 
I have corresponded with you. But from 
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reading the ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSEN- 
GER and the letters you receive from boys 
and girls all over the U.S., I feel as though 
I know you. 

I am a student of St. Peter Claver’s 
School, which is conducted by the Sisters 
of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Remember me in your prayers and I will 
do the same for you. I will close, hoping to 
hear from you at your convenience. Sin- 
cerely, 

Aura Joseph LaLande, age 14 
802 Selma Street 
Mobile, Ala. 


Glad to hear from you, Joseph; and I want 
you to feel that you know me. I will re- 
member you in my prayers. 


Dear Father Howard: May God and our 
blessed Mother Mary bless you for all the 
good you have done and are still doing. Fa- 
ther, I do hope you will give another mis- 
sion here. 

When we finished eighth grade all the 
children in my class were Catholic except 
one boy who never became a Catholic. When 
we entered the public high school we found 
only one other Catholic in our class. 

Father, will you please pray for a special 
intention? I know you will be delighted 
to do so, and I will also remember you in 
my prayers. Yours in Christ, 


Vilma James, 9th grade 
174 Fourth Street 
Apalachicola, Fla. 


Your class established a fine record, Vilma. 
Maybe someday you will have a Catholic 
high school in Apalachicola. You should 
pray for that intention. Certainly I will 
pray for your special intention. 


Dear Father Howard: How are you? I 
received the letter about my story and was 
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very glad to get it. Yes, I did make up 
the story. My mother said she liked it. I 
hope everyone else will also. Thanks for 
the picture. Goodbye. Truly yours, 


Richard Brooks, age 11 
Holy Family School 
Mandeville, La. 


I am glad that you wrote such a nice 
short story, Richard and such a nice short 
letter, too! You deserved the holy picture. 
I am sure that the other boys and girls liked 
your story about “Thomas the Great.” Why 
not try writing another even better one? 


Dear Father Howard: These are only a 
few lines to let you hear from me. I am 
sick in bed with the mumps. 

I am sorry I didn’t write in so long, but 
I was kind of busy. We were having exams 
at school, and I tried my very best to pass. 

Father, I received the MESSENGER last 
month and enjoyed reading it, because there 
was one of my letters in it. Father, I 
thank you for thinking we are a fine bunch 
of altar boys: The boys were very proud 
to hear such good words about us, and I 
was proud also. We are trying our best 
to please Father Meskill, and I really be- 
lieve we are succeeding. 

My little brother is going for an altar boy, 
and I have a good job teaching him the 
Latin. All the altar boys send their best 
regards, and also my mother, two sisters 
and brother. 

I really don’t have much to say today, 
but I will write more soon. Please pray 
that I have a speedy recovery. And I will 
pray for you too. Very truly yours, 


Easton Christophe 
St. Augustine’s School 
New Roads, La. 


So sorry to hear that you have the mumps. 
What a life! But you'll get over them; 
don’t worry! Do a fine job with your little 
brother, and maybe when I come back to 
New Roads again he will be able to serve 
my Mass. Give my best regards to every- 
body, and meanwhile, hurry and get rid of 
the mumps. I will be praying for you. 


Dear Father Howard: Perhaps you don’t 
know me, but I remember you. I am one 
of this year’s graduates. I thought you 
would like to know how we conducted things 
for graduation. 

Well, first we chose our Patron. Nearly 
everyone was in favor of Blessed Martin, 
so he was chosen as our Patron. 

Second came our motto. Sister put four 
on the blackboard, and we voted for the 
best one. It was: “We are not born for 


ourselves but for others.” If we live up to 
this motto, we ought to become more pleas- 
ing to God and more like our Patron, don’t 
you think so? 

We wish you could have been here for 
our graduation. There were twenty-four of 
us, eight boys and sixteen girls. We are 
now freshmen in St. Francis High School. 
Will you please say a prayer for us? Re- 
spectfully yours, 

Sam Montgomery, age 15 
235 Ward Street 
Yazoo City, Miss. 


Thanks for your fine letter, Sam. I would 
like to have been present for your gradua- 
tion. It must have been grand. You surely 
chose a great Patron and a good motto. 
May God bless all of you in your high school 
work. 


@ BOOKS ¢ 


BLACK MARTYRS by the Rev. J. P. 
Thoonen of St. Joseph’s Society for 
Foreign Missions (Mill Hill). Sheed & 
Ward, New York; price $4. 


The underlying idea of this book is to give 
the reader a clear-cut picture of the twenty- 
two Blessed Martyrs of Uganda, and the cir- 
cumstances that surrounded their heroic lives 
and glorious martyrdom. One is struck with 
deep admiration on reading of the sterling 
characters of men like the Blessed Joseph 
Mukasa, Blessed Charles Lwanga and his fel- 
low pages, — of their purity, and honesty of 
life, their intrepid faith in Christ. 

But Black Martyrs is not merely a story 
of the first native martyrs of Central Africa, 
it is a complete picture of the conversion of 
Uganda to the Catholic Church. We see at 
first the earliest religion, the simple worship 
of one God; then, the coming of the clan 
gods, with their human sacrifices, magic and 
vices. Then, the Arabs bring the worship 
of Allah and finally the arrival of the Cath- 
olics and Protestants. 

It is interesting to note that, when God 
does any great thing He does it in a way 
that is first, different, and secondly, differ- 
ent from what man naturally expects. King 
Mwanga thought that by striking at the roots 
of Christianity, he would crush its success; 
little did he think that he was giving it the 
strongest possible foundation. For, perhaps 
never before was the old proverb of Ter- 
tullian so quickly verified as in the conver- 
sion of Uganda: “The Blood of the Martyrs 
is the Seed of Christians.” 

The author has done his task well, the 
book is worthy of its theme. — H. P. 
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Dear Father Howard: The seventh and 
eighth grades thought of the Silver Jubilee 
of the Seminary. We are more than glad 
to send this check as a little token of re- 
spect to show our gratitude for the teach- 
ing of the young colored people of the Cath- 
olic Faith. It is inexpressible in words how 
glad the white and colored Catholics regard 
and appreciate the colored clergy in America. 
All the children of the seventh and eighth 
grades are very glad to send this little offer- 
ing to the young missionaries, and we also 
wish them to pray for us. May God bless 


all of you. ; ; 
by Freddie Mae Altheimer 
for the 7th and 8th Grades 
St. Peter’s School 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 


Dear little friends, thanks very, very much, 
for your letter and for the wonderful gift 
which you sent for the Seminary. You can 
be sure that the more you do for the 
Dear Lord, the more He will do for you. 
All the boys at the Seminary are grateful 
for what you and their friends have 
done for them, and they are praying for all 
of you. The new colored priest, Father 
Adams, who was just ordained a few weeks 
ago, will certainly remember all the good 
friends of St. Augustine’s Seminary when he 
says Holy Mass. So, thanks once again, 
and may the Dear Savior Jesus bless and 
keep each and everyone of you. 


SHORT STORY CONTEST 
The winner of this month’s contest is 
Theodore Carter, an eighth-grader of Wash- 
ington School in St. Louis, Mo. And here 
is his story: 
A Baseball Suit 
by 
Theodore Carter, age 14 
1900 Love Joy Lane 
St. Louis 6, Mo. 


One day William was on his way to 
school at about 8:00 o’clock in the morning. 
He had to be there for 8:30 because they had 
Mass before school, and he had to serve. 

Along the street he saw a pocketbook, 
picked it up and looked in it. There was a 
train ticket good for that day at 8:30, $22 
in money, and an identification card. 

Just then Charles walked up. 

“What’s that?” he asked curiously. 

“A pocketbook. I had better return it to 
its rightful owner,” answered William. 

“Oh, no!” said Charles. “Keep the money 
and throw away the ticket, then you'll be 
able to buy your new baseball suit and 
glove. And by the way, William, we are 
supposed to be at Mass at 8:30. You know 
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what Sister Mary Anna would say if we 
are late.” 

All of a sudden William began to run. 
At last he reached school, went to the tele- 
phone in the hall, and called the Union 
Station. By that time Charles was just at 
the school gate. It was now 8:30, time for 
Mass. William finished his phone call and 
told Charles the train would be delayed, 
and he would have time to give the pocket- 
book to the rightful owner after school. 

The next day Charles and William were 
‘on their way to school. Charles said: “What 
about that pocketbook?” 

“I returned it to the rightful owner,” Wil- 
liam said proudly. 

“Didn’t you get anything,” Charles asked 
surprised. 

William replied: “The man asked what 
I'd like to have best, what school I attended, 
and my teacher’s name.” 

Charles began to laugh, threw his books 
down and said: “You were foolish. You 
returned the purse and got no reward, so 
you won’t be able to play in the game this 
afternoon.” 

When they reached school, Sister Mary 
Anna smiled and said: “William, a man 
left some money for a baseball suit for you, 
and told me about your honesty.” 

William was so happy, and that after- 
noon his team won the baseball game. 

For this very fine story Theodore will 
receive a beautiful big colored holy picture to 
hang up in his room, and besides this he will 
get a year’s FREE subscription for ST. 
AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER. Good 
work, Teddy! 

The next best stories were sent in by Marian 
Christophe, New Roads, La.; Janice Brooks, 
1906 Benson Street, Houston 10, Texas; 
Demas Benoit, 404 Eighth Street, Lafayette, 
La.; and Mary Payne, LeBeau, La. These 
four will have another chance to win first 
prize because their stories were so good 
that they will be entered in next month’s 
contest. 

So, come on, Boys and Girls, write a nice 
little short story of your own, sign your 
NAME, AGE, GRADE, SCHOOL, and 
ADDRESS and send it to me. Maybe YOU 
will be the next winner! 

* * * 


Dont’ forget to pray for the Poor 
Souls in Purgatory during this month 
of November, and pray especially for 
the priests, Sisters and Brothers who 
have died while working in the Colored 
Missions of the United States. 

FaTHER Howarp, S.V.D. 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education 
and training of one of our students for the priesthood. Won’t you 
help us complete one of the following incomplete Burses? 


Sacred Heart 
St. Augustine 
St. Matthias 
St. Jude 

St. Elizabeth 
St. Joseph 

St. Martha 
Holy Ghost 


St. Madeline Sophie Barat 


Sorrowful Mother 


$4,855.65 


Any amount large or small will be appreciated. Send donations to 


REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


We knew you would want them, so we made sure to have 
some for you — 


Religious Christmas Cards 


READY NOW 


@ Our Christmas cards center about Christ and His Birth 


@ Our Christmas cards are reasonable in price — 21 cards and envelopes boxed — 
only $1.00 (please add a few cents for packing and postage) 


@ Our Christmas cards give you an opportunity to help us educate poor students for 


the priesthood 
Order today from: 


FATHER RECTOR 


ST. AUGUSTINE SEMINARY, BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


Members of our 


MISSION MASS LEAGUE 


@ Share in hundreds of Holy Masses said 
annually for the living and the deceased 
League members. They also share in the 
benefits of various indulgences as well as 
in the good works of the Fathers, Brothers 
and Seminarians of the Society of the Divine 
Word. 


Annual Membership .. $1.00 
Perpetual Membership $10.00 


For further information write to: 
THE REVEREND DIRECTOR 
Mission Mass League 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Taking an S.V. D. 
ANNOEREW 


IS AN EASY WAY TO HELP THE 
MISSION WORK OF THE CHURCH 


@ Give us a sum of money on which we 
will pay you an annual interest as long as 
you live. After death the principal will be 
used for the missionary purposes of the 
Society of the Divine Word, especially for 
the education of colored students for the 
priesthood. 
For information write to the 
REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
ANNUITY PLAN 
Society of the Divine Word 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


Send for a free copy of our booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST” 


Lnteresting | 


Yes, that’s the word for it. 
Interesting to both young © 
and old. Each issue of 


ST. AUGUSTINE'S MESSENGER 


brings you interesting and absorbing news of the Colored Mission 
Work in the United States and elsewhere. Chock-full of actual and 
original pictures that tell their story well, this magazine will become 
a companion which you will not want to be without. 


PUBLISHED EACH MONTH EXCEPT JULY AND AUGUST 


S 1. OO PER YEAR 
“Be Wise — MESSENGER-ize” NOW! 
ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 
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OUTDOOR MASS OF THE SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATION 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 
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Yes, that’s the word for it. 
Interesting to both young 
and old. Each issue of 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


brings you interesting and absorbing news of the Colored Mission * 
Work in the United States and elsewhere. Chock-full of actual and 

original pictures that tell their story well, this magazine will become 

a companion which you will not want to be without. 
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OUTDOOR MASS OF THE SILVER JUBILE! 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED! 


FOR THE ARMY OF CHRIST 
World War II is ended, but the fight to 


save immortal souls from hell stil] goes on. 


Teaching the Word of God 


Courageous boys and young men are needed to undergo an intensive 
basic training in the Seminary and to be commissioned as missionary 
priests in order to preach the Good News of the Gospel to 13 million 
Negroes 


YOUNG MAN, ARE YOU COURAGEOUS? 
WILL YOU VOLUNTEER FOR GOD’S SERVICE? 


For information write to 
REV. FATHER PREFECT 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Contents of this Issue 
Song for Christmas Day — Arthur C. Winters, S.V.D. 
St. Augustine’s Big Day — Clarence J. Howard, S.V.D. 
Retreat in Augusta Pedes ee Ae 
Negro Catholics in Pittsburgh — Mark Figaro, S.V. D. 
OK After 78 Years aren 
GI Joe Becomes SVD Brother . 
Room in “The Inn” — Dennis Burns, $.V.D 
Fifty Golden Years 
Seminary News 
More Jubilee Greetings 
Father Provincial Gives Thanks 
Remember Our Friends 
December’s Saints 
With Our SVD Fathers on the Colored 
Bright Spots in the News 
Children’s Corner 


Serve God with the 


MISSIONARY BROTHERS 


OF THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD 


REQUIREMENTS: 
AGE — From 16 to 30 
HEALTH — A sound mind in a sound body 
EDUCATION — Average or better. Our Brothers are not ordained priests; need no further 


schooling. Whatever his education, training or experience, each candidate will find 
Suitable occupation. 
EXPENSES — None 
MOTIVE — For love of God to consecrate one’s life to Him in the religious state 
For further information write to: FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


POSTMASTER: Send notices of removal (Form 3578) to St. Augustine’s Seminary, 
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 
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MESSENGER 


“The Magazine with a Message” 


A Catholic magazine, published monthly, except 
July and August, at Techny, Illinois, by St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary, Bay St. ents, Mississippi. Sub- 
scription $1.00 a year. Proceeds are used for the 
education of colored students for the priesthood. 


TO AID THE 
Cause for which 
$.V.D. 
MISSIONARIES 
ARE WORKING — 
MORE 
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AND 
RELIGIOUS 
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Song for Christmas Day 


ARTHUR C. WINTERS, S.V. D. 


O, sing of the morning, sing of the 
morn, 

With the dawn’s light, clear and high; 

And sing of a small sweet Baby born 

In the stable-room close by. 


Dawn shows but the work of His 
infant Hand, 
And the glow of His infant Eye. 


O, sing of the noon, of the bright 
strong day, 

And the glare of the sun’s broad 
beams; 

But sing of the Life, the Truth, and 
the Way, 

The Sun of the Prophet's dreams; 


For long ere the Day Star gave its 
light, 

He reigned in the depth of the Father's 
might. 


Come, sing of the night and the dark 
that hides 

Both sin-stained city and town; 

And plead — for the Maker’s wrath 
abides 

In the whiplash of His frown; 


But He is appeased! — for Bethlehem 
Has seen a God come down! 
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Part of the huge crowd at the Solemn Pontifical High Mass 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S BIG DAY 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ Silver Jubilee Celebration honored 


@ by largest gathering of Catholic Church Dignitaries 
@ ever assembled in Mississippi 


The morning of Tuesday, October and flags, and a festive spirit filled 
16, 1945, dawned bright and clear. the atmosphere. 
The weather was ideal for an out- At 10 o’clock the big bell atop the 
door celebration. Automobiles and  ctydents? building rang out, and at 
buses began arriving early, disgorg- the same time the gaily uniformed 
ing load after load of visitors on the boys? band from St. Stanislaus’? Col- 
grounds of St. Augustine’s Seminary lege, Bay Saint Louis, Miss., struck 
in Bay Saint Louis, Miss. The cam- 
pus was alive with fluttering banners Archbishop Beckman of Dubuque (fore- 


ground) and Bishop Gerow of Natchez who 
Archbishop Rummel of New Orleans celebrated the Mass 


hy 
— 


Bishop O’Hara of Savannah-Atlanta 
(foreground), Bishop Toolen of Mobile 
and Bishop Jeanmard of Lafayette, La. 


up the strains of a majestic march. 
A huge procession formed in front 
of the Faculty Residence and moved 
slowly past crowds of white and 
colored onlookers to the beautiful 
outdoor altar erected for the occa- 
sion. 

In the procession were neat, khak1- 
suited Boy Scouts, row after row of 
white-surpliced altar boys, a unt- 
formed honor guard of the Knights 
of St. Peter Claver, black-cassocked 
priests and others clothed in the 
diversified habits of various religious 
orders, colorfully garbed Monsig- 
nori, and Bishops and Archbishops 
arrayed in the purple robes of the 
episcopacy. 

Altogether there were two Arch- 
bishops, seven Bishops, fourteen 
Monsignori and one hundred and 
fifty-five priests, the largest hierar- 


Monsignori , 


a 


Bishop Ryan of Bismarck, Bishop Fletcher, 
Auxiliary of Little Rock, and Bishop O’Brien, 
Auxiliary of Chicago 


chical assemblage ever witnessed in 
the State of Mississippi. Present 
were the Most Rev. Joseph Francis 
Rummel, S.T.D., Archbishop of 
New Orleans; Most Rev. Francis J. 
Beckman, S.T.D., Archbishop of 
Dubuque; Most Rev. Jules B. Jean- 
mard, D.D., Bishop of Lafayette; 
Mest Rev. Richard O. Gerow, D.D., 
Bishop of Natchez; Most Rev. 
Thomas J. Toolen, D.D., Bishop of 
Mobile; Most Rev. Gerald P. 
O:Hara, D.D., Bishop of Savannah- 
Atlanta; Most Rev. William D. 
O’Brien, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of 
Chicago; Most Rev. Albert L. 
Fletcher, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of 
Little Rock; and Most Rev. Vincent 
J. Ryan, D.D., Bishop of Bismarck. 

In the presence of this notable 
gathering of Bishops and clergy, of 
religious brothers and seminarians, 


Priests in the Procession 
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Bishop ot Natchez; Mast Rev. 
Vhemas J. Toolen, D.D., Bishop ot 
Mobile; Most Rev. Gerald P. 


O Hara, D.D., Bishop of Sa 
Atlanta; Most Rev. William D. 
O’Brien, 1.D., Auxihary Bis 
C hicago; Most Rev. Albert LL. 
Fletcher, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of 
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In the this notable 
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presence ot this 


religious brothers and seminarians, 


Priests in the Procession 


4th Degree Honor Guard of the 
Knights of St. Peter Claver 


of nuns of many communities, of 
lay people from all stations of life, 
His Excellency, the Bishop of Nat- 
chez, offered a Solemn Pontifical 
Mass of Thanksgiving to Almighty 
God for the success achieved by St. 
Augustine’s Seminary in training 
Negro youth for the Priesthood and 
Brotherhood during the quarter- 
century of its existence. 

In his sermon at the Mass Bishop 
O’Brien declared: 

“They were not long in their 
work in the missions of the South 
before the Divine Word Missiona- 
ries began to realize more and more 
the wisdom of the Church in insist- 
ing that each people, each nation, 
each race being converted to the 
True Fold should have its own na- 
tive sons as priests whenever and 
wherever possible. The two most 
ardent advocates of a native clergy 
among American Negroes were Fa- 
ther Matthew Christman, S.V. D., 
... and Father James Wendel, 
SVD sas 

“And so it was that 25 years ago, 
in the early part of 1920, there was 
started in an humble way at Green- 
ville, Miss., and in 1923 moved here 
to Bay Saint Louis, what 1s now 
called St. Augustine’s Seminary, and 
ever since it has been engaged in 
what we think is the greatest work 
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Chanting of the Gospel during the Jubilee Mass 


of Thanksgiving 


of the Catholic Church, now or at 
any time, and that is in preaching 
the Gospel to the poor! 

“Of course, St. Augustine’s Sem- 
inary was resented in the beginning! 
It may be resented in some places 
today, but when the Golden Jubilee 
of St. Augustine’s is celebrated, with 
the help of God, in other parts of 
our country there will be other such 
seminaries to educate more and more 
young men of the colored race, to do 
for their own people what the sons 
of all the races in history have done 
for their own, to lift them up, to 
help educate them, to make them 
understand that equality never can 
be gained by force, nor by inter- 
mingling of races, but it can be 
achieved, can be won ... by educa- 
tion along Christian principles, by 
thé sanctity of the home, by the 
keeping of the laws of God and man. 
The day will eventually dawn when 
all men created by Almighty God, 
and as proclaimed by the Constitu- 
tion of our country, will be equal in 
all that constitutes life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness!” 

Speaking at the banquet which 
followed the Mass, Archbishop 
Rummel lauded the missionary work 
of the Society of the Divine Word 
and of St. Augustine’s Seminary in 
particular, and declared that the day 
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will come when Negro priests will 
be welcomed not only into religious 
communities, but “will be integrated 
in the diocese and will take their 
place among the secular priests.” 
His Excellency stated that it is un- 
natural to believe that every Negro 
boy who has a vocation to the priest- 
hood must necessarily enter a reli- 
gious order to achieve that goal. 

A highlight of the banquet was 
the presentation of a huge Jubilee 
cake containing 25 silver dollars, the 
gift of St. Augustine’s Laymen’s 
Retreat League. 

At the Jubilee program in the 
afternoon Hon. John Clouser, Su- 
preme Knight, presented the rector 
of St. Augustine’s, Very Rev. Joseph 
Busch, S.V. D., with a gift of $1,500 
on behalf of the Knights of St. 
Peter Claver. $1,100 of this amount 
vas procured through the Northern 
District Deputy, Sir Knight James 
Gibson of Detroit, Mich., a loyal 
friend of the Seminary, from the 


° 


Knights and Ladies and from 


friends in the North. 

In a speech during the program, 
Bishop Jeanmard of Lafayette, who 
back in 1934 received into his diocese 
the first Negro priests ordained at 
St. Augustine’s, told the racially 
mixed audience that the colored Fa- 
thers of the Divine Word laboring 
for souls in his diocese have proved 
their worth. They are respected by 
both white and colored; they have 
brought people back into the Church, 
they have built up fine parishes and 
missions, they have filled their paro- 
chial schools; the people have re- 
ceived them with open arms and 
have cooperated wonderfully with 
them, thus proving, Bishop Jean- 
mard stated emphatically, “that the 
colored people DO want their own 
priests!” 

Bishop Gerow of Natchez told the 
crowd that he personally had or- 
dained eighteen of St. Augustine’s 


(Continued on page 258) 


Retreat in Augusta 


This group of 43 ladies from Augusta, Atlanta and Savannah made a two-day closed retreat 

at St. Benedict’s Convent, Augusta, Ga., in the beginning of September. The retreat, under 

the auspices of the Missionary Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Conception, was con- 

ducted by Rev. Clarence J. Howard, S.V.D. This was the first time a retreat was conducted 
by a Negro Catholic priest in Georgia 
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“They were not their 
work in the missions of the South 
Divine Word Missiona 
ries began to realize more and more 
the wisdom of the Church in insist 


quarter 


long in 


betore the 


ing that each people, each nation, 


each race being converted to the 
True Fold should have its own na 
tive sons as priests whenever and 
wherever possible. The two most 


advocates of a native clergy 
\merican Negroes as la- 


] 
ardent 


among 


ther Matthew Chri istman, S.V. D., 
... and lather James Rahat 
ny en 


es Node so it was that 25 years ago, 
in the early part of 1920, there was 
started in an humble way at Green- 
ville, Miss., and in 1923 moved here 
to Bay Saint Louis, what 1s now 
called St. Augustine’s Seminary, and 
ever since it has been engaged in 
what we think is the greatest work 
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Chanting of the Gospel during the Jubilee Mass 


of Thanksgiving 


of the Catholic Church, now or at 
any time, and that is in preaching 
the Gospel to the poor! 

“Of course, St. Augustine’s Sem- 
inary was resented in the beginning! 
It may be resented in some places 
today, but when the Golden Jubilee 
of St. Augustine’s is celebrated, with 
the help of God, in other parts of 
our country there will be other such 
seminaries to educate more and more 
young men of the colored race, to do 
for their own people what the sons 
of all the races in history have done 
for their own, to lift them up, to 
help educate them, to make them 
understand that equality never can 


be gained by force, nor by inter- 
mingling of races, but it can be 


achieved, can be won by educa- 
tion along Christian principles, by 
the sanctity of the home, by the 
keeping of the laws of God and man. 
The day will eventually dawn when 
all men created by Almighty God, 
and as proclaimed by the Constitu. 
tion of our country, will be equal in 
all that constitutes life, iiberty and 
the pursuit of happiness! 

Speaking at the banquet which 
followed the Mass, Archbishop 
Rummel lauded the missionary work 
of the Society of the Divine Word 
and of St. Augustine’s Seminary in 
particular, and ‘declared that the day 
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will come when Negro priests wil] 
be welcomed not only into religious 
communities, but “will be integrated 
in the diocese and will take their 
place among the secular priests.” 
His Excellency stated that it is un- 
natural to believe that every Negro 
boy who has a vocation to the priest- 
hood must necessarily enter a reli 
gious order to achieve that goal. 

A highlight of the banquet was 
the presentation of a huge Jubilee 
cake containing 25 silver dollars, the 
eift of St. Augustine’s Laymen’s 
Retreat League. 

At the Jubilee program in the 
afternoon Hon. John Clouser, Su- 
preme Knight, presented the rector 
of St. Augustine’s, Very Rev. Joseph 
Busch, $.V. 1D., with a gift of $1,500 
on behalf of the Knights of St. 
Peter Claver. $1,100 of this amount 
was procured through the Northern 
District Deputy, Sir Knight James 
Gibson of Detroit, Mich., a loyal 
friend of the Seminary, from the 


° 


Knights and = Ladies and trom 
friends in the North. 

In a speech during the program, 
Bishop Jeanmard of Lafayette, who 
back in 1934 received into his diocese 
the first Negro priests ordained at 
St. Augustine’s, told the racially 
mixed audience that the colored I*a 
thers of the Divine Word laboring 
for souls in his diocese have pros ed 
their worth. They are respected by 
both white and colored; they have 
brought people back into the Church, 
they have built up fine parishes and 
MISSIONS, they have tilled their paro 
chial schools; the people have re 
ceived them with open arms and 
have cooperated wonderfully with 
them, thus proving, Bishop Jean 
mard stated emphatically, “¢Aar the 
colored people DO 


;»> 


scam thet aca 
pric OTS 

Bishop Gerow of Natchez told the 
crowd that he personally had or 


‘ a a 
dained ere nteen OF ot, 


\ueustine’s 


Retreat in Augusta 


This group of 43 ladies from Augusta, Atlanta and Savannah made a two-day closed retreat 

at St. Benedict’s Convent, Augusta, Ga., in the beginning of September. The retreat, under 

the auspices of the Missionary Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Conception, was con- 

ducted by Rev. Clarence J. Howard, S.V.D. This was the first time a retreat was conducted 
by a Negro Catholic priest in Georgia 


> 
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NEGRO 
CATHOLICS 
IN 
PITTSBURGH 


Mark Ficaro, S.V. D. 
@ A Bit of Smoky City History 


To date the Negro Catholics of 
the 102-year-old Diocese of Pitts- 
burgh number 1,200. This is an en- 
couraging harvest after many years 
of arduous toil. 

The movement to convert the 
colored population of the Diocese 
was officially inaugurated by its first 
Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael 
O’Connor, D.D. In 1843 Rev. 
Robert Wilson, a diocesan priest, was 
appointed for this special work. 


Due not to any lack of devoted- 
ness and generosity on the part of 
Father Wilson, but rather to calum- 
ny and misunderstanding, Father 
Wilson’s noble endeavor bore little 
fruit, and he was finally forced to 
abandon the work. The Chapel of 
the Nativity, said to be the first 
Catholic church for Negroes north 
of the Mason and Dixon line, was 
closed. 


In 1866 Bishop Michael Domenec 
entrusted the work among the col- 
ored population to Father James 
Treacy of St. Bridget’s Parish. To- 
gether with Sister Ambrose, a Sister 
of Mercy, Father Treacy did great 
work. Indeed these two won the 
hearts of the people. An $8,000 
basement, the foundation of the 
future church, was built. It was 


called St. Joseph’s. 
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St. Benedict’s Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


But St. Joseph’s came to an end, 
too. One reason was surely the 
smallpox epidemic of 1873. The site 
of the future parish plant was sold. 

The next to brave the task was 
Rev. Patrick McDermott, C.S.Sp. 
He rented a two-story brick building 
on Fullerton street. The blessing of 
this edifice took place on July 28, 
1889; the Patron chosen was St. 
Benedict the Moor. It was here that 
Mother Katharine Drexel had- her 
first experience in apostolic work. 

Rev. John Griffin, C.S.Sp., the 
successor of Father McDermott, 
built the present St. Benedict’s, a 
combination brick building. It was 
dedicated by Bishop Richard Phelan 
on October 25, 1891. 

At this time the tide of enthusiasm 
among the people was high. How- 
ever, between the years 1904 and 
1907 the interest waned, and the 
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number of parishioners dwindled. 
Financial support was wanting. 

Once more the undertaking was 
returned to a diocesan priest. Rev. 
Dennis J. Haggerty was a tireless 
worker and a true missionary. Dur- 
ing his administration (1907 to 
1918) Father Haggerty brought 
many sincere souls into the Church. 
Death checked his zeal. 


Bishop Regis Canevin returned St. 
Benedict’s to the Holy Ghost Fa- 
thers, with the Rev. William Stadel- 
man, C.S.Sp., as pastor. Since then 
St. Benedict’s has made steady prog- 
ress. There are now %200 Negro 
Catholics in Pittsburgh. The present 
pastor is Rev. Timothy Murphy, 
C.S.Sp. 


OK AFTER 78 YEARS 


Holy Ghost Church, Jackson, Miss. 


Above is a picture of Holy Ghost 
Church, Jackson, Miss., which has just 
recently been remodeled. The building, 
which is a frame structure, was origi- 
nally erected in 1867 as St. Peter’s 
Church. When the present St. Peter's 
Church was constructed, the original 
church building was used for some 
years as a meeting place by the Knights 
of Columbus, and finally, in 1913, was 
donated to the Holy Ghost Mission to 


be used as a church for the colored. 

The Fathers of the Divine Word be- 
gan colored mission work in Jackson 
when they opened Holy Ghost Mission 
in 1909. There was only one Negro 
Catholic in the city at that time. Today 
Holy Ghost Church has 313 Catholics. 
while almost 600 children are enrolled 
in the school. A second colored mis- 
sion is being started in Jackson by the 
Divine Word Fathers. 
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NEGRO 
CATHOLICS 
IN 
PITTSBURGH 


Mark licaro, S.V.D. 


@ A Bit of Smoky City History 


To date the Negro Catholics of 
the 102-year-old Diocese of Pitts- 
burgh number 1,200. This is an en- 
couraging harvest after many years 
of arduous toil. 

The movement to convert the 
colored population of the Diocese 
was officially inaugurated by its first 
Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael 
©’Connor, D.D. In 1843 Rev. 
Robert Wilson, a diocesan priest, was 
appointed for this special work. 

Due not to any lack of devoted- 
ness and generosity on the part of 
l‘ather Wilson, but rather to calum- 
ny and misunderstanding, Father 
Wilson’s noble endeavor bore little 
fruit, and he was finally forced to 
abandon the work. The Chapel of 
the Nativity, said to be the first 
Catholic church for Negroes north 
of the Mason and Dixon line, was 
closed. 

In 1866 Bishop Michael Domenec 
entrusted the work among the col- 
ored population to Father James 
Treacy of St. Bridget’s Parish. To- 
gether with Sister Ambrose, a Sister 
of Mercy, Father Treacy did great 


work. Indeed these two won the 
hearts of the people. An $8,000 
basement, the foundation of the 
future church, was built. It was 


called St. Joseph’s. 
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St. Benedict’s Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


But St. Joseph’s came to an end, 
too. One reason was surely the 
smallpox epidemic of 1873. The site 
of the future parish plant was sold. 

The next to brave the task was 
Rev. Patrick McDermott, C25.9p; 
He rented a two-story brick building 
on Fullerton street. The blessing of 
this edifice took place on July 28 
1889; the Patron chosen was St. 
Benedict the Moor. It was here that 
Mother Katharine Drexel had her 
first experience in apostolic work. 

Rev. John Griffin, C.S.Sp., the 
successor of [*ather McDermott, 
built the present St. Benedict’s, a 
combination brick building. It was 
dedicated by Bishop Richard Phelan 
on October 25, 1891. 

At this time the tide of enthusiasm 
among the people was high. How- 
ever, between the years 1904 and 
1907 the interest waned, and the 
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number of parishioners dwindled. 
I-inancial support was wanting. 

Once more the undertaking was 
returned to a diocesan priest. Rev. 
Dennis J. Haggerty was a tireless 
worker and a true missionary. Dur- 
ing his administration (1907 to 
1918) lather Haggerty brought 
many sincere souls into the Church. 
Death checked his zeal. 


Bishop Regis Canevin returned St. 
Benedict’s to the Holy (shost Ta 
thers, with the Rev. William Stadel 
man, C.S.Sp., as pastor. Since then 
St. Benedict’s has made steady prog 
ress. There are now 1,200 Negro 
Catholics in Pittsburgh. The present 
pastor is Rev. Timothy Murphy, 
Cop: 


OK AFTER 78 YEARS 


Holy Ghost Church, Jackson, Miss. 


Above is a picture of Holy Ghost 
Church, Jackson, Miss.. which has just 
recently been remodeled. The building, 
which is a frame structure, was origi- 
nally erected in 1867 as St. Peter's 
Church. 


Church 


When the present St. Peter's 


was constructed, the original 


church building was used for some 


years as a meeting place by the Nnights 
of Columbus, and finally, in 1913, was 
donated to the Holy Ghost Mission to 


Le used as a church for the colored 

The Fathers of the Divine Word Ihe 
gan colored mission work ino Jackson 
when they opened Holy Ghost Mission 
in 1909, Negro 
Catholic in the city at th Today 
Holy Ghost Church has 313 Catholies, 
600 children are 
school. \ 


sion is being started in Jackson by the 
Divine Word 


There Was only one 


at time. 


" 


while almost enrolled 


in the second colored mis- 


fathers. 
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GI JOE BECOMES SVD BROTHER 


On November 1 one of Uncle Sam’s 
nephews became a spiritual son of Fa- 
ther Arnold Janssen, founder of the 
Society of the Divine Word, when Pe- 
ter Horne of Augusta, Ga., after a six- 
months postulancy, entered the noviti- 
ate at St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss., and received the re- 
ligious habit of a Brother novice of the 
Society of the Divine Word. Peter, 
who is now known as Brother Alphonse, 
served in the United States Army 
for three and a half years, two years of 
which were spent overseas in the Paci- 
fic. He thus becomes the first veteran 
of World War II to join our communi- 
ty here at St. Augustine’s. We have 
hopes that Brother Frederick is but the 
first of many other such veterans who, 
now that the war is over, will want to 
serve their God® even better than they 
have served their country. 

On the same day that Brother Al- 
phonse was received into the novitiate, 
two others — Brother Peter Boyer, 
S.V. D., of New Orleans, and Brother 
Lawrence Morton, S.V.D., of Grand 
Coteau, La. — made their final profes- 
sion and gave themselves to the Lord’s 
Service for life. Brothers Peter and 
Lawrence entered the Society of the 
Divine Word in 1936 and made their 
first vows in 1939. They bring to five 


Brother Lawrence, S.V.D. 


Brother Alphonse 


the number of SVD Negro Brothers in 


perpetual vows. Five others are in 
temporal vows. Besides the newly in- 
vested novice, God has also blessed us 
with five new candidates for the Broth- 
erhood. May their number increase! 


Brother Peter, S.V.D. 


ROOM IN “THE INN” 


DeENNIs Burns, S.V. D. 


People shoving through the streets 
.., the soft “shuf-shuf” of rubber gal- 
oshes on December snow ... the vapor 
of breath hanging in the air after the 
cheery “Merry Christmas” ... every- 
body happy, half-smiles on every face! 
At least, on every face but Lafe Jack- 
son’s. Lafe was vaguely troubled. He 
tramped along, humming “Chattanooga 
Choo-Choo” in time with the shuf-shuf 
of his feet. But tonight his favorite 
tune could not satisfy Lafe. 


The Inn ... popular dance hall, cafe, 
lounging-place ... you could do any- 
thing at The Inn. And George Pearly 
had invited Lafe to the big Christmas 
Eve party. 

“Speshul invite fum Jawge.. . he 
mus’ be gonna th’ow a real party!” 

But as dapper Mr. Jackson shuf- 
shuffed along the crowded sidewalk, 
that vague discontent inside wouldn’t 
be downed. Again Lafe started his 
swingiest “Chattanooga Choo-Choo,” 


.-. It seemed to him that the “mos’ Chris’mussy feelin’” was to be found at a 
Catholic service 


“Choo-choo.... That ain’ no song 
fo’ Chris-mus! What's a good song fo’ 
Chris-mus ?” 

Passing by the corner of Abbot and 
23rd, there came to him, as. if.in an- 
swer, from the radio of a car waiting 
for the change of lights: “Si-lent night 
.-. ho-oly night, all is...” The lights 
changed. 

““Silen’ night!’ ... Ain’ gonna be no 
silen’ night at The Inn.’ He chuckled: 
“An’ it sho’ ain’ gonna be holy ... man 
no!” 


’ 


whistling this time, but his heart wasn’t 
in it, and after a few bars it petered out. 

“That ain’ no song fo’ Chris’mus!” 
(“Hey, what’s the matter with me any- 
how today? Lafe Jackson, you gettin’ 
soft in yo’ old age?” ) 

But at last he had to admit to himself 
that he had no enthusiasm for the “do- 
in’s” at The Inn. Tonight he got no 
pleasure from the vision of his deliber- 
ately delayed entrance...the many- 
shouted “Hiya, boy!” ... Come on in! 
Shake those laigs, Lafe!” The thought 
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Qn November 1 one of Uncle Sam's 
nephews became a spiritual son of Fa- 
ther .\rnold Janssen, founder of the 
Society of the Divine Word, when Pe- 
ter Horne of .\ugusta, Ga., after a six- 
months postulaney, entered the noviti- 
ate at St. .\ugustine’s Seminary, Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss., and received the re- 
ligious habit of a Brother novice of the 
Society of the Divine Word. Peter. 
who is now known as Brother .\lphonse, 
served in the United States Army 
for three and a half vears, two vears of 
which were spent overseas in the Paci- 
fe. Ele thus becomes the first veteran 
of World War I] to join our communi- 
ty here at St. .\ugustine’s. We have 
hopes that Brother Frederick is but the 
first of many other such veterans who, 
now that the war is over, will want to 
serve their God even better than they 
have served their country. 

(On the same day that Brother -\lI- 
phonse was received into the novitiate, 
two others Brother Peter Boyer, 
S.V.D.. of New Orleans, and Brother 
Lawrence Morton, S.V.D.. of Grand 
Coteau, La. made their final profes- 
sion and gave themselves to the Lord's 
Service for life. Brothers Peter and 
lawrence entered the Society of the 
Divine Word in 1936 and made their 
frst vows in 1939, They bring to five 


Brother Alphonse 


the number of SVD) Negro Brothers in 
perpetual vows. Five others are in 
temporal vows. Besides the newly in- 
vested novice, God has also blessed us 
with five new candidates for the Broth- 
erhood. May their number increase! 


Brother Lawrence, S.V.D. 
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ROOM IN “THE INN’ 


DENNIS Burns, S.V. D. 

People shoving through the streets 

. the soft “shuf-shuf” of rubber gal- 
oshes on December snow the vapor 
of breath hanging in the air after the 
cheery ‘Merry Christmas” every- 
body happy, half-smiles on every face! 
At least. on every face but Lafe Jack- 
son's. Lafe was vaguely troubled. He 
tramped along, humming “Chattanooga 
Choo-Choo” in time with the shuf-shuf 
of his feet. But tonight his favorite 
tune could not satisfy Late, 


PETER'S 


. It seemed to him that the “mos’ Chris’mussy feelin’’ 
Catholic 


“Chovo-choo. . . . 


fo’ Chris-mus! 


Chris-mus 2" 
Passing by the corner af 


That ain’ no 
What's a good song fo’ 


Sone 


i \bbot and 
23rd, there came to him, as if in an- 
swer, trom the radio of a car waiting 


for the change of lights: 
ho-oly 
changed. 
“"Silen’ mght! ... Ain’ gonna be no 
silen’ night at The Jan.” We chuckled: 
“An’ it sho’ ain’ gonna be holy ... man, 
no!” 


“Si-lent night 
night, all is...° The lights 


The Jun... popular dance hall, cate, 
lounging-place vou could do any- 
thing at The Jan. And George Pearly 
had invited Jafe to the Iie Christmas 
Ive party, 

“Speshul invite fum Jawge .. . he 
mus’ be gonna th’ow a real party!" 

But as dapper Mr 
shuffed along the 
that vague 
he downed. 
SWINLIESt 


Jackson shut 
sidewalk, 


wouldn't 


crowded 
discontent inside 
\gain Lafe 
“Chattanooga 


started his 
Chi w-C)e " Yigg 


CHURCH —_. 


was to be found at 


service 


whistling this time. but lis lieart wasn't 
In it, and after a few ba petered out 
“That ain’ no sone fo Chris‘nius!" 
(“Tleyv. what's the matter with me ; 
how today? 
soft in vo’ old) avez) 


Late Jackson. vou gettin’ 

But at last he had to admit to himself 
that he had no enthusiasm for the “do- 
ins’ at The Jan. Tonight he 
pleasure from the vision of his deliber- 
ately delaved entrance ... the 
shouted “Tliva, boy!" 


vot na 
many 
Come on in! 


Shake those laivs, Lafe! The thoueht 
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of George hurrying up to greet “Laffin’ 
Lafe,” and the bandleader switching 
with a wide grin into his known favor- 
ite “Choo-Choo,” as he waved.to Lafe 
from the stand ... it all left him cold. 
Inside The Inn the trumpets were rau- 
cously “sending ’em,” couples were 
dancing in wild abandon, people were 
doing their best to look gay ... tonight 
Lafe could see no pleasure in it. 

“That stuff no good at Chris-mus! 
OK fo’ the Fo’th of July, but ain’ no 
good on Chris’mus! Place to go on 
Chris’mus is a church, lak’ I uster do 
back home.” 

Once he had admitted it to himself, 
the rest. was easy. The shuf-shuf of 
his spatted shoes was lighter, faster, 
and more decisive. And Lafe hummed 
softly behind smiling lips: “Silent 
Night.” 

At old St. Peter’s it was almost time 
for Midnight Mass. Lafe joined the 
last-minute throngs moving up _ the 
snow-softened steps. Lafe was not a 
Catholic, but it.seemed to him that the 
“mos’ Chris-mussy feelin’”’ was to be 
found at a Catholic service. 

Inside the church Lafe moved on 
down the aisle and got into a seat ... 
no genuflection ... and sat down. As 
he gazed about him at the decorated 
sanctuary and church, the full beauty 
of St. Peter’s in Christmas attire burst 
upon him. Then the Mass began. As 
the organ pealed out in a joyful 
Christmas prelude, Lafe started. The 
beauty of the singing, the gleaming of 
the candles, the whiteness of the altar, 
the shine of gold vestments, most of all, 
the quiet impressiveness of the Mass, 
pressed upon him. Lafe went down on 
his knees, and, for the first time in his 
life, he really prayed — no deliberately 
worded prayer, but a true raising of his 
heart to Him Who was born this night. 

Absorbed in wonder, Lafe hardly 
noticed the woman in furs, who, after 
a rheumatic genuflection, took her place 
beside him. She put down her gloves 
and handbag and watched for a mo- 
ment the priest at the altar. She began 
to look around ... for the first time she 
saw Lafe. She started visibly, a slow 
flush mounting her face, then suddenly 
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gathered up her gloves and bag and rose 
from her place. Lafe saw her move up 
and force herself into an already crowd- 
ed pew. Once more in his young life 
it was brought to Lafe’s attention that 
he was a Negro in a white world. 

But he was too happy in his newly 
found world to let his anger possess 
him, After a passing irritation at the 
ill-mannered one, Lafe thought to him- 
self, without believing it: “Well, could 
be she felt a draf’!” 

His attention once more riveted on 
the altar, he followed the movements of 
the three priests. He could smell the 
sweet incense, rising in clouds from 
the swinging censers. “Sho’ is beauti- 
ful. Wish I'd seen this befo’. Well, 
I’m gonna see it agin. Lawd, I feel —” 

Lafe’s devotions were halted ‘sud- 
denly. An usher leaned over him and 
said, not so softly that the benches be- 
fore and behind Lafe might not hear: 
“Excuse me, but we reserve the alcove 
at the side for Negroes. Would you 
please move over there?” 

Lafe’s mouth opened, but no words 
came just an agonized: “Here, 
too?” 

Then a surge of white-hot anger 
rushed over him, sweeping away the 
peace and pleasure, the security and 
good intentions that he had known for 
the first time here in a Catholic Church. 
He stumbled to his feet, pushed ‘past 
the hovering usher and strode up the 
aisle and out the door. At the steps of 
the church he cast one bitter look back 
at the closing doors and laughed ... a 
harsh, grating laugh. 

“Ain’ no room! Lawdy, ain’ no room 
in a church at Chris’mus! Well, Lawd, 
if’n You ain’ got room fo’ me on Chris’- 
mus, You ain’ gonna get me never. 
There’s always room fo’ me at The 
Inn!” 

Lafe shouldered into the stream of 
passing people, shuf-shuffing through 
the December snow. Inside old St. Pe- 
ter’s the white-surpliced choir sang: 
“Si-lent night, ho-oly night, all is calm 

.’ Out on Abbot Street Lafe Jack- 
son, his eyes dark and stormy and his 
sullen lips set tightly, walked into the 

(Continued on page 261) 
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Scene during the Solemn High Jubilee Mass in St. Katherine’s Church 


FIFTY GOLDEN YEARS 


In 1895 the former St. Joseph’s 
Church on Tulane Avenue in New Or- 
leans, La., was renovated and dedicat- 
ed by Archbishop Francis Janssens as 
St. Katherine’s Church — the first 
church in Louisiana for the exclusive 
use of colored Catholics, The 50th An- 
niversary of this event was commemo- 
rated on Sunday, October 7, when the 


Provincial of the Vincentian Fathers, 
Very Rev. Marshall Winne, C.M., as- 
sisted by Revs. Thomas McNamara, 
S.S.J., and Robert Brooks, C.S.Sp., 
celebrated a Solemn High Mass in St. 
Katherine's Church. The Archbishop 
of New Orleans, Most Rev. Joseph F. 
Rummel, S.T.D., presided. The sermon 
(Continued on page 258) 


The Procession enters St. Katherine’s Church 
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of George hurrying up to greet “Laffin’ 
late,’ and the bandleader switching 
with a wide grin into his known favor- 
ite “Choo-Choo,” as he waved to Lafe 
from the stand ... it all left him cold. 
Inside The /nn the trumpets were rau- 
cously “sending ‘em, couples were 
dancing in wild abandon, people were 
domg their best to look gav ... tonight 
late could see no pleasure in it. 

“That stuff no good at Chris-mus! 
ON fo’ the Fo'th of July, but ain’ no 
good on Chris‘mus! Place to go on 
Chris‘mus is a church, lak’ I uster do 
back home.” 

(nce he had admitted it to himself, 
the rest was easy. The shuf-shuf of 
his spatted shoes was lighter, faster, 
and more decisive. And Lafe hummed 
softly behind smiling lips: “Silent 
Night.” 

At old St. Peter's it was almost time 
tor Midnight Mass. Lafe joined the 
last-minute throngs moving up_ the 
snow-softened steps. Lafe was not a 
Catholic. but it seemed to him that the 
“mos Chris-mussy feelin’ was to be 
found at a Catholic service, 

Inside the church Lafe moved on 
down the aisle and got into a seat 
no genuflection and sat down. As 
he gazed about him at the decorated 
sanctuary and church, the full beauty 
of St. Peter’s in Christmas attire burst 
upon him, Then the Mass began, As 
the organ pealed out in a_ joyful 
Christmas prelude, Late started. The 
beauty of the singing, the gleaming of 
the candles, the whiteness of the altar, 
the shine of gold vestments, most of all, 
the quiet impressiveness of the Mass, 
pressed upon him. Lafe went down on 
his knees, and. for the first time in his 
life, he really prayed — no deliberately 
worded prayer, but a true raising of his 
heart to Him Who was born this night. 

Nbsorbed in) wonder. Lafe hardly 
noticed the woman in furs, who, after 
a rheumatic genuflection, took her place 
heside him. She put down her gloves 
and handbag and watched for a mo- 
ment the priest at the altar, She began 
te look around for the first time she 
saw Lafe. She started visibly, a slow 
flush mounting her face, then suddenly 
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gathered up her gloves and bag and rose 
from her place. Lafe saw her move up 
and force herself into an already crowd- 
ed pew. Once more in his young life 
it was brought to Lafe’s attention that 
he was a Negro in a white world. 

But he was too happy in his newly 
found world to let his anger possess 
him. After a passing irritation at the 
ill-mannered one, Lafe thought to him- 
self, without believing it: “Well, could 
be she felt a draf*!" 

His attention once more riveted on 
the altar, he followed the movements of 
the three priests. He could smell the 
sweet incense, rising in clouds from 
the swinging censers. “Sho’ is beauti- 
ful. Wish Id seen this befo’. Well, 
I'm gonna see it agin. awd. I feel —’’ 

Lafe’s devotions were halted sud- 
denly. An usher leaned over him and 
said, not so softly that the benches be- 
fore and behind Lafe might not hear: 
“Excuse me, but we reserve the alcove 
at the side for Negroes. Would you 
please move over there?" 

Lafe’s mouth opened, but no words 
came ... just an agonized: “Here, 
too?” 

Then a surge of white-hot anger 
rushed over him, sweeping away the 
peace and pleasure, the security and 
good intentions that he had known for 
the first time here in a Catholic Church. 
He stumbled to his feet, pushed past 
the hovering usher and strode up the 
aisle and out the door. At the steps of 
the church he cast one bitter look hack 
at the closing doors and laughed ... a 
harsh, grating laugh. 

“Ain’ no room! Lawdy, ain’ no reom 
ina church at Chris'mus! Well, Lawd, 
ifn You ain’ got room fo’ me on Chris’- 
mus, You ain’ gonna get me _ never. 
There’s always room fo" me at The 
Tun!" 

Lafe shouldered into the stream of 
passing people, shuf-shuffing through 
the December snow. Inside old St. Pe- 
ter’s the white-surpliced choir sang: 
“Si-lent night. ho-oly night. all is calm 

Out on Abbot Street Lafe Jack- 
son, his eyes dark and stormy and _ his 
sullen lips set tightly, walked into the 

(Continued on page 261) 


Scene during the Solemn High Jubilee Mass in St. Katherine’s Church 


FIFTY GOLDEN YEARS 


In 1895 the former St. 
Church on Tulane -\venue in New ©r- 
leans, Ia.. was renovated and dedicat- 
ed by Archbishop Francis Janssens as 
St. Katherine’s Church — the first 
church in Louisiana for the exclusive 
use of colored Catholics, The 50th An- 
niversary of this event was commemo- 
rated on Sunday, October 7, when the 
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Provincial of the Vincentian lathers, 
Verv Rev. Marshall Winne, C.M.. as 
sisted by Thomas MeNamara., 
S.S.J... and Robert) Brooks, C.S.Sp.. 
celebrated a Solemn High Mass in St. 
INatherine’s Church. The Archbishop 
of New Orleans, Most Rev. Joseph I 
Rummel, S.T.D.. presided, The sermon 
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Revs. 
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The Procession enters St. Katherine’s Church 


New Altars 


The high altar and two side al- 
tars have been consecrated and blessed 
respectively. The work of installation 
was begun on September 8, and to the 
surprise of all the job was completed 
by the 22nd. These three altars are of 
marbles of different colors. However, 
the upper structures of the marble al- 
tars and the other altars, and the stat- 
ues, which will be of carved oak, have 
not yet arrived. 

The solemn consecration of the high 
altar as a fixed altar and the blessing of 
the altars of the Blessed Virgin and St. 
Joseph as movable altars took place 
September 28. The Most Rev. Richard 
O. Gerow, D.D., Bishop of Natchez, 
assisted by the Rev. Erwin Bauer, 
S.V. D., as deacon, and the Rev. Ar- 
thur C. Winters, S.V. D., as subdeacon, 
performed the ceremony. It was the 
longest ceremony ever held in our chap- 
el. But it was interesting, and everyone, 
with the help of booklets, was able to 
follow every move of the Bishop as he 
carried out the intricate rubrics con- 
nected with the consecration of an altar. 

After the ceremony of consecration 
the community assisted at Holy Mass, 
the celebrant of which was the Rev. 
William Schaps, $.V.D. On this oc- 
casion Bishop Gerow granted an indul- 
gence of one year to all who visited the 
altar on the day of its consecration and 
prayed for the intentions of the Holy 
Father, and in future an indulgence of 
40 days on the anniversary of its conse- 
cration under the same conditions. 


Ordination 


September 29 was another great 
day in the annals of St. Augustine's. 
Another of her sons, the Rev. Wil- 
liam Adams, S.V.D., was raised to the 
dignity of the priesthood by the Most 
Rev. Richard O. Gerow, D.D. Father 
Adams, of Cambridge, Mass., came to 
St. Augustine’s in the fall of °36 to 
study for the priesthood. Upon the 
completion of his college course in °38, 
he entered the novitiate of the Society 
of the Divine Word at St. Mary’s Mis- 
sion House, Techny, IIl., where, after 
two years, on June 21, 1940, he made 
his first religious profession. Then he 
returned to St. Augustine’s for his scho- 
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lastic training, which he is completing 
this school year. 


On the same day four budding theo- 
logians, Frater Vernon A. Dauphin, 
S.V. D., Opelousas, La.; Frater Mark 
O. Figaro, S.V.D., Lafayette, La.; 
Frater Carlos A. Lewis, S.V.D., La- 
Boca, Panama, and Frater Curtis Wash- 
ington, $.V.D., Coconut Grove, Fla., 
received the clerical tonsure. 


First Mass 


On the following day, Sunday, 
September 30, the impressive First 
Mass celebration took place. Father 
Adams, accompanied by clergy and 
servers, entered the chapel in solemn 
procession. At the high altar, accord- 
ing to the Ceremonial of the Society of 
the Divine Word, he chanted a number 
of prayers of supplication and thanks- 
giving especially suited to the thoughts 
and desires of a young priest before he 
ascends the altar of God for the first 
time. The newly ordained then retired 
to the sedilia with his servers for the 
sermon. The sermon was given by the 
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Rev. Maurice Rousseve, $.V.D., pas- 
tor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Church, St. Martinville, La. 

After the sermon the neo-presbyter 
began his first Mass. Father Adams 
was fortunate enough to have his pas- 
tor, the Right Rev. John A. Butler, 
Cambridge, Mass., to assist him at the 
altar. The servers were Brother Con- 
rad, $.V.D., and Brother Joseph, 
S.V.D., and the acolytes were, Brother 
Peter, S.V. D., and Brother Lawrence, 


S:V..D: 


Preparation 


The first half of the month of 
October .was a busy period for all the 
members of St. Augustine’s. The im- 
mediate preparation for the Silver Ju- 
bilee celebration required the help of 
everyone. With pride we can truly say 
that the spirit of cooperation was re- 
markable. Everyone seemed to realize 
the import of the occasion for which he 
was doing his little bit. Therefore all 
applied themselves to their tasks with a 
determination to make the Jubilee a day 
to be remembered for years to come. 
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Silver Jubilee 


October 16 was a day of great 
festivity and pomp here at St. Augus- 
tine’s. Crowds of people came. The 
Archbishop of New Orleans, the Most 
Rev. Joseph Francis Rummel, §.T.D.. 
presided at the Solemn Pontifical High 
Mass in cappa magna. The Most Rev. 
Richard O. Gerow, D.D., Bishop of 
Natchez, pontificated. The Most Rev. 
William O’Brien, D.D., Auxiliary Bish- 
op of Chicago, and President of the 
Catholic Church Extension Society, 
preached a most meaningful and appro- 
priate sermon at the Mass. 

At the banquet the principal speaker 
was Archbishop Rummel. His Excel- 
lency stressed the great role St. Augus- 
tine’s is playing in the promotion of the 
Negro race, and the part which it is 
bound to play in the future. 

At the program in the afternoon Fa- 
ther Clarence J. Howard, S.V.D., was 
master of ceremonies. In order, the 
speakers were Bishop Jeanmard, Mr. 
John H. Clouser, Supreme Knight of 
the Knights of St. Peter Claver, Fa- 
ther Vincent Smith, $.V. D., and Bish- 
op Gerow. The Seminary choir under 
the able direction of the Rey. Arthur 
C. Winters, S.V.D., rendered four 
numbers. To end a perfect day, at 7.30 
the Seminary movie was shown to a 
capacity audience. 


We’re in the Movies Now! 

All-American Newsreel,  Inc., 
sent a cameraman to Bay Saint Louis 
on October 16 to take pictures of our 
Silver Jubilee celebration. Watch for 
that particular newsreel which is being 
shown in many theaters throughout the 
country. 


Automobile Accident 


On October 17 we _ received 
word that Bishop Jules B. Jeanmard of 
Lafayette, La., Monsignor A. F. Isen- 
berg, rector of the cathedral, and Fa- 
ther Clifford Gaudin, secretary to the 
Bishop, were injured in an automobile 
accident on their way from the Jubilee 
celebration of the Seminary the evening 
before. Their car collided with a truck 
parked on the higway near Baton 
Rouge, La. Monsignor Isenberg was the 
most seriously hurt. We recommend all 
three to the prayers of our readers. 


MORE JUBILEE GREETINGS 


“IT have followed with much interest and admiration the splendid work you are doing at 
St. Augustine’s Seminary. That God’s choicest blessings may be yours always, is my prayer 


for you.” MOST REV. EDWARD D. HOWARD, D.D. 
Archbishop of Portland in Oregon 


“May the Lord bless your work and may the Holy Ghost guide you in the selection of 
Colored young men for the priesthood.” 
MOST REV. JOHN T. McNICHOLAS, O.P., S.T.M. 
Archbishop of Cincinnati 


“Hearty greetings to you and St. Augustine’s Seminary on the occasion of the observance 
of the Silver Jubilee. I am sure that you all look back upon the past 25 years with a sense of 
genuine satisfaction over your achievements for the Church and for souls. I pray that the 
good Lord will continue to bless the work as He has done in the past.” 

MOST REV. THOMAS A. WELCH, D.D. 
Bishop of Duluth 


_ “Please accept my warm congratulations on this memorable occasion, my deep apprecia- 

tion of the splendid work of both the Seminary and the Fathers of the Divine Word, and my 

prayers that God will continue to bless your zealous efforts with an abundant harvest of 

souls.” MOST. REV. MATTHEW F. BRADY, D.D. 
Bishop of Manchester 


“I wish to take this opportunity to congratulate your community for the wonderful work 
which is being performed at the Seminary at Bay St. Louis for the colored people of the South. 
It is a great, great step forward. Hence my most sincere congratulations.” 

RIGHT REV. MSGR. J. J. ROUSSEAU 
Church of the Assumption, Franklin, La. 


“Congratulations upon your wonderful work all during these 25 years. These labors 
constitute a luminous landmark.” RIGHT REV. MSGR. W. J. TEURLINGS 
St. Genevieve’s Church, Lafayette, La. 


“I am happy to extend the greetings of the Catholic Students’ Mission Crusade to you 
and the faculty and students of your Seminary, and to the Fathers of the Society of the 
Divine Word in general, upon the completion of the 25th year of your work in training 
youthful colored Americans for the holy priesthood. Besides the testimony which is found in 
the splendid corps of men who have been trained at St. Augustine’s, the proof of the true 
apostolic spirit of your institute is to be found, I believe, in the fact that for the past 21 years 
a program of the Catholic Studens’ Mission Crusade has been promoted among your students, 
thereby giving them a broad outlook upon the whole missionary program of the Church.” 

VERY REV. MSGR. EDWARD A. FREKING 
Secretary~Treasurer 
Catholic Students’ Mission Crusade, Cincinnati, Ohio 


“As the 25th Anniversary of the founding of St. Augustine’s Seminary approaches, there 
will be many who will take notice of the event; a number, I suppose, much larger than that 
of those who had an interest in the Institution at its beginnings. We, who have known its 
sturdy, solid growth, not only in its physical plant but especially in the more important side 
of spiritual strength, feel the urgent call to join with you in thanking God for what has 
happened. 

nThe story of the Seminary’s 25 years, we know, is one of the most significant chapters 
in the history of work in which we have a prime and mutual interest. What has been done 
there has demonstrated conclusively that Negro American boys are worthy candidates for the 
Holy Priesthood in every way. If those who had doubts before still persist in their doubts, 
despite what has happened in the last quarter of a century through St. Augustine’s Seminary, 
we are not surprised. Their doubts in the beginning were prompted by the things that would 
not stand the tests of truth. They are just as unwilling to see the light today. 

“Because God was with the work and because He supported it, it has been an eminent 
success. All praise to Him, then. Again, because there were men of courage as well as of 
faith to follow His call, all praise to them. Sincerest congratulations to St. Augustine’s! 
Prosit! Crescat! Ad multos gloriosos annos!” 

VERY REV. EDWARD V. CASSERLY, S.S.J. 
Superior General 
St. Joseph’s Society of the Sacred Heart, Baltimore, Md. 


“I sincerely hope that God may bless the undertaking at Bay St. Louis with ever greater 
blessings, and that it may be able to do ever more for the glory of God. May St. Augustine’s 
Seminary be an ever greater spiritual and intellectual dynamo for the uplift of the colored 
people here in the United States, and may it ever be close to the Sacred Heart of Christ our 
King! The whole Eastern Province rejoices with you today, thanks God for the past, and 
prays for every blessing on your grand work for the future.” 

‘ VERY REV. FRANCIS HUMEL, S.V.D. 
Provincial, Eastern Province, Girard, Pa. 
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“May the years ahead bring success and many blessings!” 
REV. JOSEPH GRIFFIN, Diocesan Director 
Propagation of the Faith Society, Hartford, Conn. 


“Congratulations on the successful completion of 25 years. May God bless your work in 
the future.” MIDWESTERN CLERGY CONFERENCE 
in session at Louisville, Ky. : 


“Please accept my heartiest congratulations. Considering the many obstacles connected 
with your work, the Society of the Divine Word has done well. May the Lord continue to 
richly bless St. Augustine’s Seminary.” 

REV. LAMBERT J. WELBERS, S.S.J. 
Holy Redeemer Church, San Antonio, Texas 


“Many blessings to your Seminary and your Community in the good work of God, done 
these many years, and the Silver be transmuted into a Golden Jubilee in time, as the work 
done is in fact.” REV. STEPHEN RUDTKE, S.J. 

Sacred Heart Church, Bushwood, Md. 


“I pray that God’s choicest blessings may descend upon you and your co-laborers in a 
difficult portion of the Lord’s Vineyard. Your seemingly insuperable task of 25 years ago 
has blossomed into an enviable achievement.” 

REV. FRANCIS J. OSTENDORF 
St. James’ Church, Decatur, IIl. 


“TI wish to extend to you and to every one of your family my most sincere congratulations. 
You are doing a work which many in this country and many beyond the frontiers of this 
country consider a privilege and a great responsibility. It is indeed a great privilege to be 
able to open to the colored people in this country the portals of the holy priesthood, and, if 
the Lord wants it, some day the ranks of the Catholic hierarchy. The priests who have been 
trained and ordained at St. Augustine’s work with zeal and devotion for the salvation of 
many of their people here and in Africa. They work shoulder to shoulder with the white 
priests in true fraternal love and unity. We may trustfully hope that this work of educating 
a colored clergy will shed its blessing also upon our Society, which has taken upon itself this 
responsible task.” REV. GERARD ESSER, §&.V. D. 

Provincial Consultor, Western Province, Techny, IIl. 


“Congratulations on the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Seminary!” 
REV. THOMAS JONES 
St. Thomas’ Church, Old Bridge, N. J. 


“May we, the Catholic Students’ Mission Crusade Unit of Notre Dame Seminary, extend 
our good wishes and felicitations to you on the happy occasion of your 25th Anniversary. God 
alone, we are sure, knows of the trials and tribulations that have crossed your path during 
this past quarter of a century. Surely, your undertaking was not an easy one, but with the 
help of God your community has gallantly made progress with each successive year. The old 
adage tells us ‘actions speak louder than words,’ and surely the results of your actions are 
being resounded vociferously throughout our southern part of the country as well as in far- 
off mission fields. 

“Hence we at Notre Dame Seminary join you in spirit and rejoice with you on this happy 
occasion, Please accept the little enclosed token, which we wish to present you as a mark 
of our esteem and gratitude. We also enclose a Spiritual Bouquet of 85 Holy Masses, Com- 
munions and Rosaries. May God bless you one and all, and may the men for whom you labor 
always be a pride and joy to our Holy Church, and an assurance of a crown of unending 
glory for all of you in Heaven.” TOHN BENDIX, President C.S.M.C. Unit 

Notre Dame Seminary, New Orleans, La. 


“I wish to take this opportunity to congratulate St. Augustine’s on. its 25th Anniversary 
It is a great milestone indeed in the work of training Negro candidates for the Sacred Priest- 
hood. It will be the prayer of us here that St, Augustine’s will continue its fruitful work. 
HERBERT W. CHING 
St. Patrick’s Seminary, Menlo Park, Calif, 


“It gives me great pleasure to congratulate the Fathers of the Divine Word on the 25th 
Anniversary of the founding of St. Augustine’s Seminary. The work that the priests, who 
have been ordained at the Seminary, are doing; their zeal for souls evinced in the effort they 
are putting forth in the missions entrusted to them, speak eloquently of the training they have 
received at St. Augustine’s. We send a Jubilee gift, with the prayer that God's blessing will 
continue to descend upon the Institution and all connected with it; that it will continue to 
send forth its sons to bring our people into the Fold and thus extend the Kingdom of Christ 
on earth.” MOTHER MARY ELIZABETH, Superior General 

Sisters of the Holy Family, New Orleans, La. BY 
ae 
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Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, Cornwells Heights, Pa. 


“Happy congratulations on the great work of your Society at St. Augustine’s Seminary. 


We are with you in spirit and prayer.” 


MOTHER MARY CONSUELA, O.Carm. 
Sisters of Mount Carmel, New Orleans, La. 


_ “With all our hearts we felicitate the Society of the Divine Word and join in your hymn 
of praise to God. In spirit we behold, as you do with gratitude, the growth of the Seminary 


and the manifold blessings which the Holy Spirit has deigned to shower upon it. 


It is our 


sincere wish and prayer that the Seminary may attain‘new growth and new progress. May the 
sevenfold graces of the Holy Spirit crown and prosper its every effort in the splendid work 
being done for Holy Mother Church for many more years to come.” 


SISTER MARY MARGARETHIS, S.Sp.S. 


Provinciai 


Missionary Servants of the Holy Ghost, Techny, III. 


“Being deeply interested in the Negro cause, we heartily rejoice in learning about the 


Silver Jubilee of St. Augustine’s. 


May the Lord be praised for all the good that has been 


accomplished by the Seminary during these years, and may He bless all the work and efforts 
of the Fathers of the Divine Word and the endeavors of the students during the years to come. 
May a zealous, holy and learned Negro Clergy be the lasting glory and crown of St. Augus- 


tine’s Seminary.” 


SODALITY OF ST. PETER CLAVER 


St. Louis, Mo. 


“The St. Joseph Academy Unit of the New Orleans Conference of the Catholic Students’ 
Mission Crusade wishes to offer its sincere congratulations on your 25 years of magnificent 
work in Bay St. Louis. May God continue to bless you abundantly so that blessings may con- 


tinue to flow from your Society.” 


LORAINE ALBRIGHT, President, C.S.M.C. 


St. Joseph Academy, New Orleans, La. 


“Accept on behalf of the directors of the National Association and myself sincere con- 
gratulations to St. Augustine’s Seminary on this milestone of work in God’s Vineyard and 
best wishes for continued progress in this most worthy field of endeavor.” 

MICHAEL F. POLASKI, President 
National Ass’n of Catholic Publishers and Dealers: in 
Church Goods, New York, N. Y. 


Father Provincial Gives Thanks 


From the address of the Very Rev. 
Joseph F. Eckert, § V.D., on the occa- 
ston of the Silver Jubilee of St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss., 
October 16, 1945. 


Today, looking back over the 25 years 
of the existence of St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, we must confess that the be- 
ginning was the hardest. It was a 
doubtful and hazardous venture in the 
Church of America, As years passed 
by, the struggle for its very existence 
did by no means abate or ease up. 
However, in the course of time it gained 
a beachhead so solid and secure that to- 
day we feel that it hardly can be dis- 
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lodged. Indeed, God has been good to 
us. We feel that He wanted this work 
integrated into the great Negro Mis- 
sion Work in this country; therefore 
He blessed it abundantly. This morn- 
ing we had every reason to give Al- 
mighty God our special thanks, sur- 
rounded as we were by the gorgeous 
and impressive ritual which only the 
Catholic Church can offer in a Solemn 
Pontifical High Mass. 


Moreover, on an occasion like this, 
it is only proper and right that we ex- 
press the special thanks of our Society 
and of the community of St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary to all our friends of 
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the illustrious Hierarchy, clergy and 
laity, who have come from far and near 
to make this rare event an impressive, 
memorable, nay unforgettable one in the 
annals of the Church of America and 
of our Society. Twenty-five years ago 
outstanding members of the Hierarchy 
helped a dream of missionaries among 
the Negroes in the United States come 
true, namely to have Negro priests. 
They are not among the living any- 
more, for instance, Cardinal Gibbons, 
Cardinal O’Connell, Cardinal Munde- 
lein, Bishop Gunn of Natchez. Today 
we marvel at their far-reaching vision 
and courage which ushered in a new 
era of mission activity among the Amer- 
ican Negroes and produced such mar- 
velous results of which the Church can 
pardonably be proud. This fruitful 
growth can reasonably be linked close- 
ly to the beginning of the training of 
Negro priests and their presence at the 
Altar. Now the Negro is sure that he 
is welcome in the Church and _ that 


worthy boys of his own race can — 
nay, are even encouraged and urged — 


to prepare for the highest honor in the 
world — the Holy Priesthood. 

Our present members of the Hierar- 
chy have, in season and out of season, 
helped us in every way to make St. 
Augustine’s a success. It is no exaggera- 
tion to assert that without their en- 
couragement and generous support 
through the American Board of Catho- 
lic Missions, the Commission of the 
Indian and Negro Missions and the 
various directors of the Society of the 
Propagation of the Faith, it could not 
have achieved its goal. 

Foremost among them is our own be- 
loved Ordinary, the Most Reverend 
Bishop Gerow of Natchez, who never 
failed us ever since the day he came to 
this Diocese twenty-one years ago. He 
has been a real father and adviser. For 
the last twelve years he has many a 
time conferred the Sacrament of Holv 
Orders on our young Negro seminari- 
ans. He has done a fine job and he may 
justly be proud of our Negro priests 
upon whom he has laid his hands. 

Then, there is.our Archbishop of 
New Orleans, the Most Rev. Joseph F. 
Rummel, who took time out today to 


honor us with his presence. Archbishop 
Rummel always has taken a deep inter- 
est in our Society and our work of 
training colored priests. 

Moreover, we have here His Excel- 
lency, the Most Rev. Bishop Jeanmard 
of Lafayette, Louisiana, who eleven 
years ago accepted our Fathers into his 
diocese and has become a real sincere 
friend and kind father and director. 
Under his benign guidance our Negro 
Fathers have worked side by side with 
cther priests without any friction and 
to the great joy of our Negro Catholics 
in Louisiana, 

A special word of gratitude is also 
due to the Most Rev. William D. 
O’Brien, the President of the Catholic 
Church Extension Society of America 
and Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago. Bish- 
op O’Brien also represents His Excel- 
lency, Archbishop Stritch of Chicago, 
and the Episcopal Chairman of the 
A.B.C.M., who always has been much 
interested in our work and has been a 
generous friend of St. Augustine’s 
Seminary. We thank Bishop O’Brien 
for coming down to us and giving us 
this morning in that eloquent and schol- 
arly sermon the reasons for the tremen- 
dous Mission Work of the Church and 
for the existence and necessity of St. 
Augustine’s Seminary. 

Permit me to thank all the members 
of the clergy and laity who have hon- 
ored us today with their presence. 
They also played an important role in 
the development and success of the Ne- 
gro clergy. Any seminary must have 
good students to exist and to be success- 
ful. For the uninterrupted flow of new 
and worthy students it depends almost 
solely upon parish priests and our good 
school Sisters, Priests in our Negro 
parishes and missions, especially our 
good and loyal friends, the Josephite 
Fathers, whose Superior General, the 
Very Rev. Father Casserly, $.S.J., is 
with us, and the Holy Ghost Fathers, 
who have in their farsightedness and 
zeal fostered and cultivated vocations, 
have sent us many good boys, over 
350 so far. It is true that only a very 
small percentage, as in every other semi- 
nary, reached the altar. But those who 
dropped out, received a good Christian 
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education and will eventually become 
leaders of their people. The efforts of 
our priests have not been in vain, and 
therefore there is no reason for dis- 
couragement. We thank those good 
Fathers from the bottom of our hearts 
and ask them to remain our friends and 
aid the Church and our Negro Mission 
Work by stimulating more vocations 
among our Negro youths and direct 
them to us. 

In fine, a special word of thanks to 
the Knights and Ladies of St. Peter 
Claver. From the very beginning they 
have taken an active interest in our 
Seminary. They have helped it by sub- 
stantial donations and particularly by 
giving their boys a good religious train- 
ing and developing in their hearts a 
priestly and religious vocation. God 
bless them for this and we bespeak the 
hope that they will do the same in fu- 
ture. 


Once more, words cannot express 
how much we members of the Society 
of the Divine Word appreciate your 
presence today. For many it meant a 
real sacrifice. Your presence together 
with the many fine testimonial letters 
which we received from those who could 
not be here, has given us a powerful 
and unanimous vote of confidence. You 
have inspired us to continue to work 
harder than ever before for the success 
of the Mission Work among the Ne- 
groes which after all is intimately bound 
up with a Native Negro Clergy. It is 
our earnest desire and prayer that we 
may always deserve and enjoy also in 
the future the full confidence, good will, 
and generous support of St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary by the great American 
Hierarchy, clergy and laity. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S BIG DAY 


(Continued from page 245) 


colored priests and that he was hap- 
py to call them his spiritual sons. 
“I am proud,” His Excellency said, 
“that the Seminary is within my 
diocese.” 
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At 7:30 in the evening a capacity 
crowd jammed the auditorium to see 
the technicolor movies of the Sem- 


inary and of the S.V.D. Negro 
Missions. 


Thus ended St. Augustine’s big 
day. 


REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS 


“It is therefore a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead ...” (2 Mac. 
12, 46). 

In your charity please pray for the repose 
of the souls of: 


Rev. Mark E, Madden, who died in Bright- 
on, Mass., July, 1945; 

Michael Bauer, who died in Columbus, 
Ohio, July 10, 1945; 

Elodie Dejean, who died in New Orleans, 
La., October 12, 1945; 


Aleck Lanaux, who died in New Orleans, 
La., October 22, 1945, 


May their souls, and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen. 


FIFTY GOLDEN YEARS 


(Continued from page 251) 


for the occasion was preached by Rev. 
Clarence Howard, S.V.D. 

Present in the sanctuary were Most 
Rey. Francis J. Beckman, S.T.D., Arch- 
bishop of Dubuque, and Most Rev. 
Francis Beckman, C.M., Archbishop of 
Panama, About 45 priests and a rec- 
ord-breaking crowd attended the cele- 
bration. 


During the past 50 years over 9,000 
persons have been baptized in St. 
Katherine’s Church. The congregation 
today numbers about 3,000 members. 
St. Katherine’s School, staffed by Sis- 
ters of the Holy Family, enrolls 325 
pupils, of whom 290 are Catholics. 

In the administration of the parish 
Rev. Willis Darling, C.M., is assisted 
by Revs. James Connors, C.M., and 
Charles Saunders, C.M. 


DECEMBER’S SAINTS 


Dec. 8—Immacu- 
late Conception 


Today we com- 
memorate the most 
solemn feast of the 
Advent season, 
Mary’s Immaculate 
Conception. This 
does not mean a 
virginal birth — 
Mary was con- 
ceived of human 
parents like any 
other purely hu- 
man child. How- 
ever, at the mo- 
ment when God created her soul and 
united it to her body, a most stupendous 
miracle of grace took place. Mary was 
not only preserved from the stain of 
original sin, but she was the recipient 
of such a flood of choicest blessings that 
she became the holiest of all God’s 
creatures. The numerous miracles at 
Lourdes are proof of how pleasing de- 
votion to Mary’s Immaculate Concep- 
tion is before God. Congratulate your 
heavenly Mother on her divine privi- 
lege, attend Mass today in her honor 
and ask her protection and intercession 
for our country dedicated to her under 
this glorious title. 


Dec. 10 — St. Melchiades 


Though he did not shed his blood 
for Christ, this fourth century Pope has 
for centuries been honored as a martyr. 
Be became Pope in the midst of a very 
fierce persecution, Today Pope Pius, a 
successor of Melchiades, sadly beholds 
a less bloody but none the less equally 
malicious persecution of  Christ’s 
Church in several European countries. 
Recommend to St. Melchiades the many 
intentions of our present Pope Pius 
XII, 


Dec. 19, 21, 22 — Ember Days 


Very likely the practice of observing 
fast and abstinence during the four 
seasons of the year was taken over 
from the synagogue, The purpose is to 
consecrate through penance and good 
works the four seasons of the year. 
The ember days occurring during the 


“There is born to you today in the town of 
David a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord.” 


of Decem- 
ber also aim at 
drawing down 
God’s blessing on 
those to be or- 
dained priests. If 
you are excused 
from fast and ab- 
stinence, substitute 
some other form 
of penance, and 
cheerfully offer it 
up for God’s bless- 
ing on all candi- 
dates for the holy 
priesthood. 


Dec. 16 — St. Eusebius 


A true champion of the Church was 
this third century Bishop. Although 
threatened and punished by Arian here- 
tics, Eusebius steadfastly defended the 
doctrines of the Catholic Church. It 
should make us confident of our true 
faith to realize that this holy Bishop 
defended over sixteen hundred years 
ago the very doctrines proposed for our 
belief by the same Catholic Church. St. 
Eusebius, like St. Melchiades, is ven- 
erated as a martyr, although he did not 
shed his blood for Christ. Ask him to 
help you defend the cause of Christ by 
living a good life. 


month 


(Luke 1:11) 


Dec. 25 — Christmas 

Behold the infinite love of God. To 
save us and lead us back to Him, He 
took flesh of Mary. This should be a day 
of deep joy and gratitude for all of us. 
Only to those who are of good will did 
the angelic messengers promise the 
peace of God by observing His com- 
mandments and those of His Church. 
In your Mass (or Masses) today ask 
the Prince of Peace for universal peace. 


aaa cor 


A 
Blessed 


CHRISTMAS 
to All 
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Mission Growing 


Before leaving to take up his new 
work in Jackson, Miss., Father Peter 
de Boer, $.V. D., had the happiness of 
baptizing 14 children in September in 
St. Francis’ Mission, which he estab- 
lished five years ago in Yazoo City, 
Miss. The mission, which in 1940 had 
only two colored Catholics, now has 
seventy. 

St. Francis’ School this year has an 
enrollment of 405 pupils in the ele- 
mentary and high school departments, 
taught by 13 School Sisters of St. 
Francis (Milwaukee, Wis. ). 


School Repainted 


Father Gerard Steig, S.V.D., pastor 
of St. Augustine’s Mission, North Little 
Rock, Ark., worked hard to have his 
school fixed up and repainted through- 
out during the summer vacation months. 
St. Augustine’s School has an attend- 
ance of 160 children and is staffed by 
four Missionary Sisters Servants of the 
i ‘oly Ghost (Techny, Ill.). 


With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


Church Enlarged 


Blessed Martin Church, Scott, La.. 
built in 1937, gradually became too 
small for the growing congregation, and 
so this year the pastor, Father Fran- 
cis Wade, S.V.D., built a small side 
chapel, opening out from the Epistle 
side of the altar. The new addition, 
which is 20 by 30 feet, will seat about 
80 persons. Blessed Martin’s Church, 
which is a mission attached to St, Bene- 
dict’s Church, Duson, La., has a total 
congregation of 700 colored Catholics. 


Still Too Small 


Father Anthony Bourges, S.V.D., 
pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church in Lafayette, La., reports that 
in spite of the addition of four new 
classrooms to his school this year, he 
nevertheless has had to turn away chil- 
dren from the lower grades which quick- 
ly became overcrowded soon after 
school opened in September. The school 
enrollment last year was 185. This 
year it has jumped to 365. Seven Sis- 
ters of the Holv Family (New Or- 
leans) and one lay teacher staff the 
school, 


FATHER ROBERT O’LEARY’S NEW MISSION IN MISSISSIPPI 
Only a cotton field now, but on this very spot Father hopes to build a mission church and 
school with your help and the help of other friends of the Colored Missions. In case you are 
interested, Father may be contacted c/o St. Elizabeth’s Rectory, Clarksdale, Miss. 
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BRIGHT SPOTS IN THE NEWS 


Hospital Drive 


A $1,250,000 fund for the construc- 
tion at Schenectady, N. Y., of a Catholic 
hospital “open to all persons regardless 
of race, creed or color,” has been over- 
subscribed, it was announced by the 
Very Rev. John J. Finn, chairman of 
the hospital committee. Protestants and 
Jews were active in the campaign, some 
of them serving as team leaders. The 
hospital, to be known as St. Clare’s, 
will be operated by the Sisters of the 
Poor of St. Francis. 


Negro Nurses on Hospital Staff 


Setting a precedent in San Antonio, 
and Texas, Santa Rosa Hospital has 
since July 18 appointed three young 
Negro women to its staff of nurses. Al- 
though registered race nurses have been 
permitted to engage in private practice 
at the Robert B. Green Memorial, San- 
ta Rosa, and Medical and Surgical 
Memorial Hospitals, in San Antonio, 
this marks the first time in Texas that 
Negro nurses have been appointed to 
any other than a jim-crow hospital 
staff, to serve patients of any race to 
whom they might be assigned. 


Negro Artists in USO Shows 


Over one-tenth of the entertainers 
who have given performances to serv- 
icemen and servicewomen on the USO 
Shows circuit during this past year 
were Negroes. Currently there were 
269 Negro performers employed in the 
United States and on foreign soil. Ne- 
gro artists have participated in prac- 
tically every form of entertainment 
from Duke Ellington, internationally 
known exponent of swing, to Paul 
Robeson, top-ranking concert artist. 


Red Cross Plans 30 Scholarships 
for Negroes 

It was announced by Jesse O. Thom- 

as, an administrative assistant at the 


national headquarters of the American 
Red Cross, that the ARC had agreed to 


establish the following innovations: 
first, a Negro will be elected to a pro- 
fessor’s chair at American University; 
second, ARC will guarantee full schol- 
arships for thirty Negro students in so- 


cial work, including $100 a month for 
maintenance; third, a professional will 
be immediately elected to the national 
nutrition staff of the organization. Mrs. 
Jane Williams, former faculty member 
of Howard University, has subsequent- 
ly been named to the ARC nutrition 
staff. While no definite choice has been 
made for the professorship at Amert- 
can University, Mr. Thomas indicated 
that the person finally selected would be 
an ARC with active overseas experience 
as a prime background. 


Starts Negro Study Course 


A new course, entitled “The Negro 
in American Life,” has been offered 
for the fall semester at St. John’s Uni- 
versity, Brooklyn, N. Y. The course, 
which includes a series of lectures on 
the interracial movement by authorities 
in the field, is under the direction of 
George K. Hunton, editor of the /n- 
terracial Review and secretary of the 
Catholic Interracial Council. 


Chicagoan Named to U. S. Court 


A Senate Judiciary subcommittee ap- 
proved the nomination of Irvin C. Mol- 
lison, an attorney of Chicago, to be 
judge of the U. S. Customs Court in 
New York. Following his nomination 
by President Truman, Mollison de- 
clared: “This is another expression of 
the President’s announced policy of 
justice and fairness to all Americans.” 
Attorney Mollison succeeded to the va- 
cancy created by the death of the late 
Judge Tom Walker, a brother of the 
former Postmaster General, Frank C-. 
Walker. This marks the first time in 
history that a Negro has been appoint- 
ed as a Federal judge within continental 
United States. 

———————_O— 


ROOM IN “THE INN” 


(Continued from page 250) 


night. He could already hear the mo- 
mentary break in the music at The Jnn 
as he entered, before the band-leader 
swung with a wide grin into “Chatta- 
nooga Choo-Choo,” while George Pearly 
hurried to greet him, and white folks 
clapped their hands. 
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Christmas is the children’s special 
feast because it is the Birthday of the 
Christ Child. Therefore, don’t hesitate 
to ask for many, many things in. your 
prayers on Christmas. Go to Holy Com- 
munion, and when you have the dear 
Jesus in your heart, just-beg Him for 
all the things your little heart needs and 
wants. You will see how well Jesus 
treats His friends. And you are His 


friends, are you not? 


“Christmas, Christmas all day long!” 
How I love to sing that song. 
Christ was born on earth today, 
He came to take my sins away. 


Christ loves me, loves every man; 

I must love Him all I can. 
So sing, my heart, sing out this song: 
“Christmas, Christmas all day long!” 


MY MAIL BAG 
Dear Father Howard: My name is Dolores 
Ricks. I go to St. Marian’s School. The 
pupils are mostly Italian children. Some 
are Negroes; I am one dof them. 

I have read many of the stories the chil- 
dren have written to you about the mis- 
sions you have given them. You are doing 
wonderful work for the people in the South. 

I am not a Catholic yet, but hope to be 
one soon. Yours always, 

Dolores ‘Ricks, 8th grade 
10517 Arthur Avenue 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 


Thank you for the wonderful Spiritual 
Bouquet of Masses, visits, rosaries and ejacu- 
lations, sent with your lovely letter. My 
prayer is that you may become a good Cath- 
olic, and that you may be able to do great 
things for the Lord. 
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Dear Father Howard: May I have the honor 
of writing you this letter for the first time 
in my life. Though we haven’t got the priv- 
ilege of knowing each other yet, your name 
is familiar to me through the ST. AUGUS- 
TINE’S MESSENGER which I am very 
much interested in. The MESSENGER is 
one of the greatest books I have ever read 
and will ever read. 

I am sending a money order. I would like 
to be a subscriber for the magazine until I 
shall be unable again. 

I am asking you, Father Howard, kindly 
remember me in your prayers. My best re- 
gards to you. Very truly yours, 

Emmanuel Bertrand 
Virgin Lane 
Roseau, Dominica 
British West Indies 


Welcome to CHILDREN’S CORNER, 
Emmanuel, and thanks for the nice things you. 
said about the MESSENGER. You know, 
Emmanuel, I think you would make a good 
press agent for the MESSENGER. That 
line about the MESSENGER being “one of 
the greatest books” sounds fine — if only I 
could get somebody else besides you to be- 
lieve it! But, anyway, thanks for the sub- 
scription. Sure, I’ll remember you in my 
prayers; but please don’t forget me in yours, 


Dear Father Howard: My name is Irma 
Louise McQueen. I am ten years old. Mrs. 
Ellis, my godmother, told me of you, and I 
would like to see you personally. I am send- 
ing you my poem. Please read it to Jesus 
and Mary for me. 

I made my Baptism, Confirmation and 
First Communion this year. 

Mrs. Ellis told me you travel quite a bit. 
Please come to Cleveland. I go to St. Ed- 
ward’s Church and School. Father Lochte- 
feld is my pastor. Remember me in your 
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prayers, and I will remember you in mine. 
Yours truly, 
Irma Louis McQueen, age 10 
7116 Cedar Avenue 
Cleveland 3, Ohio 


Congratulations on receiving -such beauti- 
ful Sacraments this year! The dear Lord has 
come to visit you and so I will be happy to 
visit you also, when and if I ever get up to 
Cleveland again. Please give my regards to 
your godmother; and don’t forget your bar- 
gain about the prayers. Your poem is very 
nice. I am sure that Jesus and Mary are 
pleased with it. Here it is: 


O Jesus 
by 
Irma Louise McQueen 


O Jesus, who was crucified, 

Was tortured and then died, 

My sins did cause this great sorrow, 

But this shall never come again tomorrow. 


O Mary, who at the Cross did weep, 
My sins seemed like pain in heaps. 
My sins did cause this great sorrow, 
But this shall never come again tomorrow. 


Short Story Contest 


The winner for this month is Marian 
Christophe of New Roads, La., who will re- 
ceive as first prize a big 7x10-inch colored 
holy picture, and a whole year’s free sub- 
scription for the MESSENGER. Here is 
her story: 

JERRY 
by 
Marian Christophe, age 14 
St. Augustine’s School 
New Roads, La. 


Joseph was a 12-year-old boy who was 
very fond of his pal, the dog Jerry, and also 
his sister who didn’t like Jerry. Every eve- 
ning after school Joseph’s mother would let 
Jerry out to go and meet Joseph, and he 
would carry Joseph’s books home. 

One Friday afternoon Joseph said to Mary, 
his sister: “Let Jerry carry your books.” 

“I do not want any dog to carry my 
books,” answered Mary. 

Joseph said: “O.K., Sis.” 

Willie, the next door neighbor who is fif- 
teen, said to Joseph one day: “Today is Sat- 
urday and there is no school. Let Jerry go 
out swimming with me, and you can come 
along and watch us.” 

Later, when Joseph came back telling 
Mary how good Jerry could swim, Mary said: 
“I know I can’t swim myself, but I never 
heard of a dog swimming.” 


Joseph said: “I haven’t any time to argue 
with you, because I hear Jerry barking for 
me.” 

One day Mary said to Joseph: “I want to 
learn how to swim, and I want.you to help 
me.” 

Joseph answered: “How can I help you? 
I don’t know how to swim.” 

“You just come along, and I'll show you 
how you can help me,” said Mary. 

“May I bring Jerry along?” asked Joseph. 

“Yes, bring the old dog,” Mary said. 

When they got to the water Mary said: 
“Tll tie this rope around me and you hold 
the other end and sit right here on the 
bank.” 

“Don’t go too far, Sis,” Joseph said, then 
sat down to hold the rope. Soon the rope 
slipped out of Joseph’s hand. “Jerry, Jer- 
ry,” he called, “she’s getting drowned!” 

The dog jumped into the water and grab- 
bed the rope. He swam with the rope in 
his mouth and brought it to Joseph, who 
pulled his sister out of the water. 

The swim made Mary sick. When her 
mother put her to bed, she called Joseph 
and said: “Joseph, I hear Jerry barking in 
the back yard. He must be hungry. Won’t 
you feed him? He’s a wonderful dog. You 
know he saved my life. He’s my pal, too.” 

“Oh! Sis,” said Joseph, “it is wonderful to 
hear you say that about my pal, Jerry. It 
makes me very happy.” 

The End 


The judges decided that the next best 


short stories were sent in by 
Janice Brooks, 
age 10, 1906 Benson Street, Houston 
10, Texas; 
Bertha Pauline, 
age 12, St. Mary’s School, Midvale, 
Ohio. 
Their stories will be entered again in next 


month’s contest; thus they will get another 
chance at first prize. 


So, get busy, Boys and Girls! Write your 
own short story; make it up. Sign your 
NAME, AGE, GRADE and ADDRESS, and 
mail it to me. You may win. 


cd * * 


Merry Christmas to all! May the In- 
fant Jesus bless each one. Keep me in 
your prayers. 

FATHER Howarp, §.V.D. 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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STUDENT BURSES 


A Burse, or Scholarship, of $5,000 will take care of the education 
and training of one of our students for the priesthood. Won’t you 
help us complete one of the following incomplete Burses? 


Sacred Heart 
St. Augustine 
St: Matthias 
Sti Pasig ors 
St. Elizabeth 
St. Joseph 

St. Martha 
Holy Ghost 


St. Madeline Sophie Barat 3 


Sorrowful Mother . 


$4,867.90 


64.50 


Any amount large or small will be appreciated. Send donations to 


REV. FATHER RECTOR 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


We knew you would want them, so we made sure to have 


some for you — 


Religious Christmas Cards 


READY NOW 


@ Our Christmas cards center about Christ and Eis Birth 


@ Our Christmas cards are reasonable in price — 21 cards and envelopes boxed — 
only $1.00 (please add a few cents for packing and postage) 


@ Our Christmas cards give you an opportunity to help us educate poor students for 


the priesthood 
Order today from: 


FATHER RECTOR 


ST. AUGUSTINE SEMINARY, BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


Members of our 


MISSION MASS LEAGUE 


@ Share in hundreds of Holy Masses said 
annually for the living and the deceased 
League members. They also share in the 
tenefits of various indulgences as well as 
in the good works of the Fathers, Brothers 
and Seminarians of the Society of the Divine 
Word. 


Annual Membership .. $1.00 
Perpetual Membership $10.00 


For further information write to: 
THE REVEREND DIRECTOR 
Mission Mass League 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


Taking an S.V. D. 
ANNOEEW 


IS AN EASY WAY TO HELP THE 
MISSION WORK OF THE CHURCH 


® Give us a sum of money on which we 
will pay you an annual interest as long as 
you live. After death the principal will be 
used for the missionary purposes of the 
Society of the Divine Word, especially for 
the education of colored students for the 
priesthood. 
For information write to the 
REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
ANNUITY PLAN 
Society of the Divine Word 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


Send for a free copy of our booklet: 
“HOW TO INVEST” 


Interesting ! 


Yes, that's the word for it. 
Interesting to both young | 


and old. Each issue of 


ST. AUGUSTINE'S MESSENGER 


brings you interesting and absorbing news of the Colored Mission 
Work in the United States and elsewhere. Chock-full of actual and 
original pictures that tell their story well, this magazine will become 
a companion which you will not want to be without. 


PUBLISHED EACH MONTH EXCEPT JULY AND AUGUST 


S 1 ° OO PER YEAR 
“Be Wise — MESSENGER-ize” NOW! 
ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 
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